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After a very productive Founder
Region Board Meeting weekend,
we were thrilled to charter
Soroptimist International of
Oakmont Wine Country, on
February 2, 2020. There are more
photos posted on our Facebook
page.

Founder Region Website
Founder Region
Facebook page
Twitter
Instagram
SIA
Live Your Dream

The 44th Founder Region
Conference at the San Ramon
Marriott May 1-3, 2020, will be
an exciting event, and we hope
you are planning to attend. Legislative Advocacy Chair, Linda Witong, provides an
article for our newsletter highlighting our focus on “Empowering Change to
Eliminate Violence, Neglect and Abuse Against Girls”. The full article is available
at the link to our Founder Region website.

Dream It, Be It
Barbara Stevenson
Award
Violet Richardson Award
Ruby Award
Monthly Giving
Key Message Flyer

We are inviting you to wear orange on Friday at the Conference to raise awareness
of gender-based violence; the color orange is used to symbolize a brighter future
without violence. Another wardrobe consideration to be shopping for is our
Saturday Night banquet which will be a 70’s Disco Theme.
The Call to Conference will be distributed soon and the link to book hotel rooms at
the San Ramon Marriott is available now and included in this newsletter.
We will be conducting business at our conference, and the opportunity to learn more
about the Bylaws Amendment proposals for both Founder Region and Founder
Region Fellowship is available during our Caucus Conference Call to be held on
March 22, at 7 pm Pacific Daylight Time. See the “Call to Caucus” flyer for details
and the link to our website includes all of the proposed amendments.

Some members or clubs may want to further support our mission by becoming a
sponsor of the SIA 46th Biennial Convention.
Please refer to the link to the sponsorship kit provided in this newsletter.
Thank you for continuing to provide women and girls with access to the education
and training they need to achieve economic empowerment!

Governor Sylvia
“Empowering Change”
Programs, Governor-elect Kris Chorbi
Soroptimist Club Grant applications are due March 1 to program@soroptimist.org.
For more information about eligible projects and to start an application, visit this
page!
DREAM IT, BE IT: Career Support for Girls. All reports must be submitted by
June 1st each year to receive recognition for participating in the program, and
ensure your impact is measured. Founder Region is also drawing for two $250 cash
awards for clubs who submit their Dream It, Be It program report to SIA by April 1,
2020.
The Barbara Stevenson “S” Club Award is presented to outstanding high school
seniors who are members of “S” Clubs in Founder Region. One award of $500 each
will be presented at the Founder Region Conference annually. The application
should be typed and must include this page with your responses. The application
must be submitted to Jessica Castro, jessicalimehousecastro@gmail.com.
Founder Region “S” Club Committee Chair by March 1, 2020.

Membership, Bobbi Enderlin, Region Chair
Membership Tip
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If you haven't already done so, set a goal for increasing your
membership this year! Challenge all your members to consider
inviting their friends, neighbors, acquaintances to join
Soroptimist. Hold a membership mixer of some kind and ask
everyone to invite these friends. Have stations where your
committee chairs explain our programs and projects. Invite your guests to join your
club. The answer is always NO, if you never ask anyone!
New Club Charters
We chartered SI/Oakmont Wine Country on February 2, 2020! We are excited about
this new club! We are still looking for new areas to charter clubs - if you have
anyone you know that lives in an area without a club, let your district director know
so we can see if there is interest in a new club. It is fairly easy to start a new club we just need interested people, and we can get it going!
We have started an effort to charter a new club in the West Contra Costa County
area - specifically Pinole, Rodeo, Hercules and Crockett. If you know anyone that
might want to be a part of this new club, please contact me or District Director Elise

Balgley. Let’s continue our amazing growth in Founder Region so we can help more
women and girls live their dreams!
Julia “Bess” Combs Membership Increase Award
This award is given at the Founder Region Conference to the club having the
largest net growth in membership during the year from April 1st through March
31st. Submit all new member dues and applications to Founder Region Treasurer
Vicki Ham before the March 31st deadline to be included.

Fundraising, Lyn Lurbe, Region Chair
Fundraising
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Andrea Boldt
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“To strengthen the muscles of your heart, the best exercise
is lifting someone else’s spirit whenever you can”
By Dodinsky
Our heart is an amazing organ that is constantly working to provide blood flow
throughout our bodies to keep us alive. It’s the life blood for us, much like our
Laurel Society program to our organization.
The Laurel Society program was established in 1994, to show appreciation to those
individuals who are committed to support our mission of providing access to
education and training that is needed to achieve economic empowerment. Your
contributions will provide the financial support to the programs that will help to
activate the “life blood” for the women and girls we support. Lifting their spirits to
reach their dreams should be our form of exercise throughout the year.
The monthly giving program will help you start your exercise routine with small
contributions leading to great results. No matter what your contribution or program
designation is, it will ensure that SIA receives the funding needed to support our
dream programs.
To learn more or to download your Laurel Society Enrollment Form please visit
our website, Soroptimist.org.
Strengthen your heart muscles and lift someone’s spirit!

Public Awareness, Jackie De Vries, Region Chair
Public Awareness
Jackie De Vries, Chair
Kathy Johnson
Vicki Dillard
Patti Dutton
Remember:
#SoroptimistsAtWork Social Media
Campaign

There is always a lot of talk about social media, but don’t forget print media. Most
communities have local magazines. They are usually looking for community interest
articles. Some of these local magazines even give free ads to non-profits.
Newspapers are still a viable way to spread the good works of Soroptimists.
Readership of hard copies of newspapers may be down, but online editions are still
being read. LINK to sample press releases.
2019-2020 Social Media Membership Campaign
Remember our social media campaign began in December 2019 and will run
through May 2020. Have you been using this hashtag? For complete rules and
submission requirements follow this LINK. Be sure you spell the hashtag correctly.
Do not include any spaces. Write it exactly as follows: #SoroptimistsAtWork

Legislative Advocacy Committee
Region Chair: Linda Witong
Carrie Domogalla
Madalienne Peters
Fredda Kaplan
Angie Haramoto
Sandra Simms

Article provided by Legislative Advocacy Chair, Linda Witong
from “Effects of Abuse or Witnessing Abuse on a Child”
Research has begun to look more closely at how violence as well as even witnessing
violence including domestic violence has interacted and combined to shatter the
lives of both children and adults. As a result, we have more evidence than ever
before regarding the catastrophic developmental harm to children caused by
exposure to violence. For example, a recent 2019 Harvard Study has confirmed that
adverse childhood experiences, in particular, are linked to chronic health conditions.
In this study, a rocky childhood, a violent assault or even a car accident are
described as being some of the factors which may be included as a traumatic event
which can affect your present health. Read More.

Fellowship, Pam Parker, Fellowship President
Fellowship

Pres. Pam Parker
Cheryl Poncini -District I
Jan Schults -District II
Teri Malkin -District III
Nancy Weber -District IV
Crystal Arbuthnot -District V
Rena Borja- District VI

Your Fellowship Board members thank all clubs and members who are participating
in February Fun for Fellowship. Your support for our region identifying project
keeps us thriving.
Your Fellowship Board members have a new and unique opportunity for clubs,
members and community businesses. Become a SPONSOR and SUPPORTER of
our reception and awards banquet. More information is available below or contact
your Fellowship District Director.
Again, we thank you for your tremendous support.

Founder Region Fellowship Invitation to be a SPONSOR
and SUPPORTER of our annual reception and program at
our May 2020 Conference.
Founder Region Fellowship, Inc. invites you- Soroptimist clubs,
Soroptimist members and businesses in our communities to become a SPONSOR
and SUPPORTER of Founder Region Fellowship. We invite you to join others by
contributing $500.00 or more to our region’s annual Fellowship Reception and
Award Banquet.
Founder Region Fellows are invited to our private reception on Friday night at our
annual Founder Region Conference where they have an opportunity to meet our
Fellowhip recipients before our Awards Banquet. Founder Region Fellows are those
members or clubs who have donated $1000.00 or more to our program. Fellowship
recipients are women who are in the final phase of their doctoral program and who
are aiming at making a difference in the world, not only for women and girls but for
humanity in general. What an amazing opportunity for our Fellows to meet these
phenomenal women and give our award recipients a special “thank you”!
Our Mission: To advance the status of women through financial support in the final phase of their
doctoral programs.

The Soroptimist Pledge
I pledge allegiance to Soroptimist
And to the ideals for which it
stands...
The sincerity of friendship
The joy of achievement
The dignity of service
The integrity of profession
The love of country
I will put forth my greatest effort
To promote, uphold and defend
these ideals
For a larger fellowship in home, in
society, in business
For country and for God.

Founder Region
‘Call To Caucus’
Conference Call 2020
Sunday, March 22nd
Club Presidents and Conference Delegates
Join us for a Region Caucus Conference Call where you will
have the op-portunity to learn about the proposed amendments
to Founder Region Bylaws and Founder Region Fellowship
Bylaws that will be voted on at conference.
Have your copy of the proposed amendments with you for
reference during the Call.

TIME OF CALL
7:00 p.m.—California
4:00 p.m.—Hawaii
12:00 p.m. March 23rd –
Guam and Saipan
11:00 a.m. March 23rd —
Palau

Dial InPhone Number:
Please register if you plan to participate in the Caucus
Conference Call by emailing Laws and Resolu-tions
Chair Sheila Bearden at shebehere@aol.com.

In your email, please provide your club name and the
name and email address of each club member who will
be participating in the Conference Call.

1-(605) 475-4923
Access Code: 675978
Join the online meeting:
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/
sylvia_crafton

We will confirm your participation and provide any additional instructions via email

For Information Contact:
Laws and Resolutions Chair
Sheila Bearden– shebehere@aol.com or Governor
Sylvia—sylvia.crafton@gmail.com

REGISTRATION
DEADLINE:
3/18/2020

Please use this link to read more about the bylaw changes.

Saturday Night at the Conference
is 70’s Disco Night!

Region Board
Governor Sylvia Crafton
Governor-elect Kris Chorbi
Secretary Pat Eileen Fisher
Treasurer Vicki Ham
Directors
District I
District II
District III
District IV
District V
District VI

Elise Balgley
Bev Gomer
Joy Swank
Barbara Young
Dyann O’Brien
Kristal Koga

2020 Founder Region Conference
May 1-3, 2020
San Ramon Marriott
2600 Bishop Drive, San Ramon, CA 94583

ROOM RESERVATIONS:
Guest room rate is

$129.00 per night plus applicable state
and local taxes.

Complimentary self-parking for day attendees and
overnight guests.
Reservations will be accepted until: April 15, 2020
Reservations can be made by calling the San Ramon Marriott

1 (800)- 228-9290
OR
A dedicated website is now available for attendees to book their hotel rooms online.
Reservations can be made at this link:

Group rate for Soroptimist International Founder Region Annual

Conference 2020
AIRLINE INFORMATION (for our District VI members):
Hawaiian Airlines Preferred Affiliate Program Booking a reservation:

Step 1: Log onto www.HawaiianAir.com/Affiliate
Step 2: Enter program code on home page: FRINC

Mailing Address
Founder Region, Soroptimist
International of the Americas, Inc.
P.O. Box 1787
Willits, CA 95490
Ideas? Email Jackie De Vries
soroptimistjackiedv@gmail.com

Convention Website

2020 Convention Sponsorship Kit
The 46th Soroptimist International of the Americas Biennial Convention will be
held in Bellevue, Washington on July 22-25, 2020. We invite you to link your
organization, products or services with the over 1,000 women attending this exciting
four-day event, with exposure to over 30,000 Soroptimist members in 21 countries
and territories. SPONSORSHIP LINK
There are many different sponsorship levels and opportunities to advertise.

