Indianapolis St. Patrick’s Day Celebration Events Cancelled,
including Canal Greening, Parade & Shamrock Run Walk
For Immediate Release
INDIANAPOLIS (March 12, 2020) – Out of an abundance of caution, the Athletic Club Foundation has
decided to cancel the 40th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Tent Party that was scheduled for Friday,
March 13th. In addition, the 24th annual Greening of the Canal scheduled for today and the 29th Annual
Shamrock Run Walk scheduled for Saturday, March 14th will also be cancelled.
After consulting with public safety officials and reviewing a great deal of public information, the
Foundation determined that it would be in the best interest of the general public and the fans that attend
this event to cancel. Nationally, many events have been cancelled and locally the Big Ten Tournament
last night was modified to a no-spectator event through Sunday.
“As our understanding of the scope and significance of the COVID-19 virus has developed over the
course of the last several days, we like most civic organizations have made decisions that have only one
objective: to do whatever is in our power to keep our community healthy. Unfortunately, that mission
means sacrificing a little fun this year. We have cancelled all the events run by the Athletic Club
Foundation out of an abundance of caution for our sponsors, loyal supporters, and families who celebrate
their Irish pride with us every year. It is our hope that we will fundraise for youth athletic programs in
Indianapolis in novel ways as the year unfolds so that our good work is not waylaid as well by this public
health crisis,” says Robert Welch, Foundation Chair. “Though we are disappointed, we take solace in the
life of Saint Patrick who spent his days uniting and caring for the people he loved, the people of Ireland.
We will continue to carry on his mission here in Indianapolis.”
The Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade includes parade floats from area grade school and high schools,
public safety officials, families and Irish heritage organizations as well as local businesses. The Tent
Party that was planned during the Parade sponsored by the Public Safety Foundation is also cancelled.
###

About The Athletic Club Foundation
The Athletic Club Foundation is an all-volunteer nonprofit organization that supports youth by investing in
amateur athletic programs in Indiana. Since its inception the Foundation has awarded over $350,000 in
grants and impacts over 2000 kids each year.

ABOUT THE HOOSIER LOTTERY: For 30 years, Hoosier Lottery distributions have benefited every
county throughout Indiana. The Hoosier Lottery has contributed $6 billion to good causes, including $30
million to local police and firefighters’ pensions and $30 million to the Teachers’ Retirement Fund
annually. To learn more about the Hoosier Lottery, visit hoosierlottery.com/givingback and follow on
Facebook and Twitter. Download Hoosier Lottery logos here.
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