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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
There was a picture going around on Facebook a while ago that really made me laugh. It showed
Jesus sitting on a hillside with a few of His disciples, and the caption said this:
And Jesus said unto his disciples, "Whom do men say that I am?" And His disciples answered
unto Him, "Master, thou art the supreme eschatological manifestation of omnipotent ecclesiastical authority, the absolute, divine, sacerdotal monarch."
And Jesus said, "What??”
I found that humorous because we often feel like we have to use all the appropriate theological
words in order to describe who Jesus is. We don’t often tell other people about Jesus because we feel
like we are going to say the wrong thing, or we just don’t know what to say. We are familiar with the
Great Commission as found in Matthew 28:19-20 where Jesus tells us, “Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age.” We know that to be the Word of the LORD, but making disciples is a really hard thing to
do.
For the last 2 years the leadership team has been studying about discipleship and praying for our
congregation. At our annual retreat last December, those in attendance talked about discipleship and
ways that we can encourage growth in the members of our congregation. We’re not talking about numerical growth; we are talking about ways to help folks who are already here grow in their relationship
with Jesus Christ so that they can become the disciples God wants them to be. As a result of our discussion at the retreat, at the beginning of this year we launched our Thing One and Thing Two Campaign.
Our new mission statement is: GO in Service / GROW in Faith. We are encouraging everyone to be
involved in the life of the church and we want to help everyone grow in their faith.
Realizing that this will be quite an undertaking, we have established a Discipleship Committee to
oversee this project. Instead of reinventing the wheel, we are using the deacons’ flocks as our starting
point and we have assigned a Discipleship Team to each flock. Phase 1 was to create name tags for everyone so we can get to know each other, then to assign a color to each flock. That’s why all of your
name tags have a colored dot; that will help your Deacon and Discipleship Team get to know the members of their flock.
This weekend (February 22nd) we are ready to roll out Phase 2 of our discipleship plan. Each
Saturday between this weekend and the end of May (skipping a few weeks for holidays) we are inviting
a flock to come and have lunch with me, your Deacon and your Discipleship Team.

During our time together we will spend some time getting to know each other, hearing
more about what’s going on in the life of the church, and learning about our own spiritual gifts
and how we can use them to GO and GROW. I am super excited about spending some time
with all of you, so I encourage you to please RSVP in the affirmative when you receive your
invitation.
APOLOGY: I want to apologize in advance…we are going to make some mistakes
along the way. As many times as we have gone over and over our lists, we will forget someone. Please do not take that personally. If you feel like you have been missed, please see or
call me or Stephanie Visnic and we will right our wrong. If you have been inadvertently overlooked, you will receive a special gift as an apology.
Below is the luncheon schedule, so that you can have a heads up. You will receive an
invitation the week prior and you will be asked to call the church office with your RSVP. I
pray that you will join your brothers and sisters in Christ as we embark upon this challenge to
become the disciples Jesus calls us to be.
In Christ, Rev. Tina

Meeting Date
February 22

Disciple Team
Karen Anderson

Deacon

Color

Evelyn Buckley

Brown

Norma Yoho

Green

Norma Copenhaver

Purple

Leslie Jancart

Red

Elva Jones

Orange

Sue Lyons

Yellow

Barb Visnic

Pink

Aggie Wiltrout

Blue

Bernie Froats
February 29

Rob LaPosta
Barb LaPosta

March 14

Patty Noah
Donna Bendick

March 21

Gayle Jesse
Tanika Anderson

March 28

Stephanie Visnic
Jerry Shumate

April 4

Richard Anderson
Debbie Trump

May 2

Kathy Alvarez
Debbie Barto

May 16

Karen Cowan

Go & Grow!
Our leadership created a new mission statement at this year's
retreat: "Going in Service, Growing in Faith." What does it mean
for you? We're asking everyone to do TWO things.

1. Thing One: Go in Service. Do something to support a ministry in the church
through your time and talents.
2. Thing Two: Grow in Faith. Join or continue in a small group that will help you
draw closer to God.
Are you still looking for inspiration for your "two things?" Come to your
discipleship group’s meeting for information about current groups and service
opportunities or how to start new ones!

Miss a Sunday? Want to Share the Worship Service with a Friend?
Check out our online services!
Sunday services are streamed live online at
http://www.facebook.com/ParisPresbyterianChurch. You do not
need a Facebook account to access the live streams. You can also view previous
weeks services under “Videos.”
Want to listen to sermons on-the-go? Our Sermon Podcast stream can be accessed at
http://pariseco.podbean.com, or search Paris Presbyterian Church on the Podbean app
or on Apple Podcasts.
Do you get our weekly Email Newsletter? Go to www.ParisECO.net and click the
“Subscribe” link on the homepage!
If you have questions regarding any of these online services,
reach out to Joel in the church office!

CHURCH CRIER
CRAFTERS NEEDED
FOR SHOE BOXES
Sue Marsh, Chair of the Shoe Box Project, is looking for youth and adults who might
want to help make crafts for the shoe boxes that
will be shipped in November.
Sue will have classes on the last Friday
of the month:

February 28
March 27
April 24
May 29
at 6:00 P.M. in the Social Hall. She assures us
that crafters do not need any special skills to
make hair bows, jump ropes, or spinning tops.
She is collecting old T-shirts of any color. They can have stains, logos, or printing on
them. They will get shredded and used for the
jump ropes.

ORDERS FOR EASTER FLOWERS
Orders are being taken for Easter Flowers which can be taken home after the second
service on Easter morning, or they can be given
to shut-ins.
This year lilies are $10 and tulips are $9
each. They can be in honor or memory of someone.
Prices for flowers have increased, but
both lilies and tulips can be planted and enjoyed
outside for years. Think of them as an investment in spring joy and smiles.
Orders with payment must be in the office by March 22.

SINGLES SOCIAL GROUP
FORMING
Although the newsletter will
probably be out after the first group outing, the Singles of our church and their
friends are planning to get together for
fun.
The first outing will be at the
Holiday Lanes in Weirton at 3:00 P.M.
on February 23. They will bowl, may go
out to eat afterward, and plan future outings. Any single, male or female, and
any age is invited to attend. Even if you
do not bowl, come, talk, and give your
ideas for how often to meet and where to
go. Bring a friend. Watch the bulletin for
future events.

TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR
“JESUS” MOVIE
There are a limited number of
tickets that have been secured for the
“Sight and Sound” production of “Jesus”
on Saturday, April 11 at the Cinemark at
Settlers Ridge, Robinson Township. The
cost per ticket is $14.25, and tickets can
be reserved through Joel. Call the office
for more details.

TAKE UP THE CROSS
2020 LENTEN WORSHIP
SERVICES

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY BEGINS
FEBRARY 26
Have you ever wondered if God hears
your prayers? Have you ever heard others
pray and think that was so strong, why can’t I
pray like that? How can I experience the power of prayer in my daily life?
Beginning Wednesday, February 26
and running through Wednesday, April 1,
please join Rev. Tina from 10-11:30 for a
Lenten study on The Essentials of Effective
Prayer.
Find the keys to an effective prayer
life in this compelling study that explores
both God’s expectations of you and His promises to you when it comes to prayer.
Through a detailed examination of the
Lord’s Prayer and other examples of prayer
throughout the Bible, you’ll discover a model
for talking to God. You’ll discover a model
for talking with God. You’ll also learn key
principles of prayer and gain a deeper understanding of how prayer can draw you closer to
His heart.
The books are $7 if you are able to
cover the cost. Please check the bulletin for a
sign-up form or get one in the office.

This year instead of the Lenten Services
just being at each individual church, the Burgettstown Area Ministerial Association will host
services each Wednesday in Lent. They will
take turns hosting the services.
Schedule of Lenten services:
Date Host Church

Preacher

2/26

Paris Presby,
Rev. Cinda Isler
Ash Wednesday

3/4

Our Lady of
Lourdes

3/11

Burg. Presby.
Rev. Harry
Bielewicz

3/18

Paris Presby.
Mr. Joel
Peterson

3/25

Our Lady of
Lourdes

Rev. Kenn Jacobs

4/1

Burg. Presby.

Pastor Toni
Harrington

4/8

No Service

4/10

Paris Presby.

Noon

Good Friday

Taize

Rev. Tina Hosler

The services will be held on Wednesday evenings at 7 P.M. Refreshments will be provided
by the host church except on Good Friday there
will be no refreshments to respect those who are
fasting.
All facilities are fully accessible, with
the exception of Burgettstown Presbyterian,
which has a chair lift to the Sanctuary on the
side entrance.

GATHERING PLACE NEWS
The Book Club meets the first Friday of
the month from Noon to 2:00 P.M. The
participants enjoy a light lunch, and then
discuss the latest book that they have
read.
Volunteers Needed in Gathering Place
If you are looking for something
to do, the Gathering Place is looking for
volunteers M-F from 9-3. Volunteers can
work all day or part of the day. Please
call the office if you are interested.
Mat Class
Mat class continues to meet on
Thursday from 10-11:00 A.M. The mats
that they make out of plastic grocery bags
are used by the homeless, soldiers, and
animal shelters. This is a great mission
project, and it shows how one person’s
vision (Centa Bowland) can become a
successful movement.

COME FOR LUNCH
LEARN ABOUT THE CENSUS
On March 12 our church will host a
luncheon at Noon for anyone who has questions about the 2020 Census. An employee
from the Census Bureau will explain how the
census works and how important it is to have
people return the census packet.
There will also be a question and answer period. The Census Bureau is also looking for workers.

LUNCH WITH THE AUTHOR
Annette Dashofy will review her new
book, “Under the Radar” in the Gathering
Place on April 22 at Noon. Perhaps she will
also give us a glimpse of her book that will be
out this fall.
There will be a light lunch so plan on
coming for an enjoyable afternoon.

UPDATES ON CHURCH
ACTIVITIES

VALENTINES DINNER
The Fellowship Committee’s
Valentines Dinner was held in the Gathering Place for approximately 30 people.
Along with a delicious dinner, the attendees enjoyed music from the
“Winding Road” who played romantic
jazz. They were so good several people
encouraged Joel to book them for the
Summer Concert Series.

Thanks to the committee for all
of their work, and to those who joined in
to make the work easier.

POINTS TO PONDER
“Diversity is the one thing we all
have in common. Celebrate it every day.
Author Unknown
“A lot of flowers make a bouquet.”
Muslim Origin

MISSION/OUTREACH COMMITTEE
DELIVERS PIZZA
To show our church’s appreciation
of our local first responders, the Mission/
Outreach Committee delivered pizzas for
Valentines Day to local fire, police and
ambulance departments to say “thanks”
for their great work in our communities.
Those who received pizzas were
Slovan VFD, Eldersville/Jefferson VFD,
Weirton Fire FD, Weirton Fire Gilson
Ave., Weirton Police, Hanover Fire and
Police, Burgettstown Fire, NC Ambulance
-Weirton, Oakland VFD, and McDonald
Fire.
Thanks to the many committee
members who helped with the delivery.
BUILDING AND GROUNDS
REPORTS ON WORK
The work on the handicap accessible restrooms upstairs has been a slow but study process. The majority of the plumbing has been
completed. The drain and water lines are about
ready to be hooked up. The walls have been
built, finished, and painting has begun. The
workers from this committee worked all day on
Saturday, February 15 to help hurry the project
along.
The air conditioning and heating units
have been installed in the “Upper Room” upstairs from the library. Bids are being sought to
finish the project. Because we are growing, we
had to go up or out and going up was cheaper.

SYNOPSIS OF 2020 ANNUAL
CONGREGATION MEETING
The Annual Congregation Meeting
was held on January 26 between services.
There was no Sunday School but there was a
continental breakfast in the Gathering Place
after the meeting.
The meeting was called to order with a
quorum in attendance. The Pastor, Deacons,
each Committee Chair, and Small Group
wrote a brief report on their activities.
Rev. Tina reported that she performed
14 funerals, plus one that was conducted by
Susan Spencer Smith. She baptized two babies, and performed one wedding.
Outreach and Development reported
they were very busy with sponsoring Blessing
of the Pets, Trunk or Treat, Shoebox packing,
Flu Shot Clinic, Lunch with Author, Fall Ladies Tea, and Jesus Birthday Party.
Outreach continues to send money for
mission projects. At the church they help with
Operation Christmas Child, pizzas and Easter
Baskets to First Responders, planned the Wild
Things baseball trip, collected backpacks for
the homeless and Burgettstown school supplies, sponsored Community Day, Blessing of
the Pets, and Trunk or Treat.
Ten % of all of the money that is given
in our collection is returned to missions and
community outreach.
The Deacons, between shut-ins and
shepherding, made 321 phone calls, sent 1100
cards, made 421 visits, served 37 communions, and gave 7 rides. They also gave out 24
boxes of food during the year and 6 Christmas
food boxes. They also gave out small gifts at
Christmas for shut-ins. Good work. God is
smiling!

Fellowship was busy feeding our
congregation. The Spaghetti Dinner made
over $700 which was used to defray the
costs of the Corn Roast and Thanksgiving
Dinner. The Committee fed over 500 people this year.
The Nominating Committee
through much prayer chose for Elders:
Stephanie Visnic, Dennis Jancart, Victor
Carducci, and Kelly Ward filling 1 year
additional. For Deacon they asked Sue Lyons, Evelyn Buckley, and Elva Jones. Norma Copenhaver will be our representative
for Church Women United.
Christian Education was also very
busy this past year. There are 5 Sunday
school classes, and the classes are growing.
VBS had 35 enthusiastic kids and
30 great volunteers. This years collection
was divided equally between buying this
summer’s program and Operation Christmas Child.
The church provides partial scholarships for those youth who want to attend
Camp Pine Springs.
Personal hired Joel Peterson as
Director of Outreach and Development,
and Judy Soltesz was hired as secretary.
The Worship Committee prepared
communion, scheduled outdoor services,
helped with Palm Sunday, Lent, Maundy
Thursday, Easter Sunday services, Pentecost, Advent, and Christmas Eve. Helped
prepare for the Wednesday Evening Lenten
Services, met with Choir Director about
the Praise Team, and prepared gift bags for
visitors.
(see over)

(continued from previous page)
The Funeral Committee provides a
dinner for families who want to spend time
together after the funeral. The Committee
served 7 dinners during the year.
Operation Christmas Child has become a year long project for the congregation. They collect different items each month
for the shoeboxes. Sue Marsh organized this
large effort, and with the help of members
and youth, 151 boxes were packed. Six boxes
were donated by individuals. The church has
packed 1818 boxes through the years!
Building and Grounds keeps our
church running and in good condition inside
and out. They had a roof put over the deck
and the Bell Tower roof repaired. They continued work on the Library stairs, are remodeling the upstairs bathrooms so they are
handicapped accessible, got bids for remodeling the upstairs over the library, and numerous other projects.

PARIS TO HOST
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
Church Women United will meet at
our church on March 6 at 11:00 A.M. This
is the celebration for the World Day of
Prayer and services are conducted all over
the world on the same day.
Lunch will follow served by the Fellowship Committee. All women of the
church are invited to attend.
The Spring Project for CWU is the
collection of after school snacks for the
Weirton Christian Center. Snacks can be
left in the box in the library, and the Christian Center will pick them up after the service.

Thanks to everyone who helped!
The Budget Committee makes sense
of all of the figures and keeps the committees
on track to not overspend. They put all the
figures together and plan the budget for next
year, and somehow, does it in a manner that
most of us can understand.

MISSION/OUTREACH
COLLECTING CANDY
With the approach of Easter, Mission/Outreach is collecting candy which
will be used to fill baskets for First Responders. They do not want any baskets.
When the storage room was cleaned so that
it could be used as a Sunday school classroom, the workers found a plethora of baskets.

ORCHIDS AND ONIONS
ORCHIDS: To Kelly Ward for bowling his
second 300 game!
ORCHIDS: To the Burgettstown High
School’s Girls Basketball team (Jill Frazier is
on the team and broke a 27 year record for 3
point shots in a game.) for a very successful
year. The Wrestling Team has also had a very
good year and went to the State Tournament
in Harrisburg. (Joe Sentipal is on the team.)
The JV team also did well and came in 1st
place at a tournament in Waynesburg. (Joey
Baronick, and Parker Sentipal are on the team.
Raya Sentipal wrestles on the Junior Team.)
ORCHIDS: To Weir High School’s new
Bowling Team (Casey Krofcheck is on the
team.) which has also been very successful
and will be going to Nationals.

IN MEMORIUM
Our church family offers our deepest sympathy to
the families of:
Chris Hill, Gail Webb, Donald Hamilton,
Larry Carpenter, Chuck Caleffie,
Kenneth Caprice, Susan Ankrom Maze,
Vern Lee Utt, Ronald L. Kohnfelder,

Donnie Hunter, Kathleen “Macky” Corabi,

ORCHIDS: To Susan Spenser Smith for her
wonderful Bible Studies.

ORCHIDS: To everyone who helped with
the Valentine’s Dinner, and to the “Winding
Road” for their jazz music.
ORCHIDS: To grandparents who attend all
of their grandchildren’s sports and school
functions.
ORCHIDS: To everyone who is contemplating volunteering for some project at church.
ORCHIDS: Always to the Wednesday Night
Crew for their great work.

Kathryn Campbell Slasor, Joan Elizabeth Spano,

ONIONS: To the Weathermen/women who
forgot to include the sun in their forecast.

M. Jeanette Channing, Jacquelyn “Joyce” Rzepka,

ORCHIDS: To the groundhog for predicting
an early spring. Hope he’s right!

Sally M. Whitaker, Thomas Lowell Tate,

ORCHIDS: To the Deacons for visiting
those who are ill and bringing smiles to their
faces.

Kim Thomas Carfagna, and Frank Hendricks.

ORCHIDS: To those who take time to listen.

David W. Huggins, Larry Utt, Sr.,

ORCHIDS: To all who are planning to attend
the Lenten Bible Study or Worship Services.

HOW TO HELP A GRIEVING
FRIEND
These tips come from Megan Devine in her
book It’s OK That You’re Not OK: Meeting Grief
and Loss in a Culture That Doesn’t Understand.
Don’t compare griefs. No one else has experienced their grief.
Do ask thoughtful questions. You can connect
by showing compassionate interest in their
experience.
If a hug is appropriate, offer it.
If you offer to help, be specific, as in “May I
pick up the kids after school for a few
days?” or “May I do your laundry this
week?” or “May I bring dinner over tonight?”
If you believe that financial assistance is appropriate, offer it in a sympathy card and
say no more about it.
Don’t fact-check or correct. Especially in early grief, facts and timelines can be confused.
Do respect their experience. It’s not important
who’s “more” correct.
Don’t minimize, even if you might think their
grief is out of proportion to the situation.
Do trust your friend. All the things you love
about the person will help them through
this experience.
Don’t be a cheerleader. When things are dark,
it’s OK to be dark.
Do mirror their reality. When they say, “This
is awful,” say, “Yes, it is.”
Don’t talk about “later.” Right now, in this
present moment, the future is irrelevant.
If the person is talking about the past, join
them there.
Don’t attempt to “blame” someone or something for the situation.
.

.
Do trust their self-care. They know
themselves best. What works
for you may not be for them.
Don’t offer solutions unless asked.
In most cases, people need to
feel heard, not “fixed.”
Do get consent before you offer
advice or strategies.

NEW COVENANT PARTNER
(MEMBER) CLASS TO BEGIN
The class for anyone thinking
about or wanting to join our congregation
is Saturday, March 7 from 9:00 A.M.–
4:00 P.M. A continental breakfast and
lunch will be provided.
The ceremony will be Palm Sunday, April 5 for new Covenant Partners to
become part of our congregation.
To sign up for the class, please
call the church office, see the bulletin insert, or speak to Rev. Tina.

“DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS, BUT OF
THE SAME SPIRIT
By Susan Spencer-Smith
Did you know that three types, or categories, of spiritual gifts are described in Scripture? 1
Corinthians 12:4-6 tells us, “There are different
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.
There are different kinds of service, but the same
Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in
all of them and in everyone it is the same God at
work.”
The Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study will
work on spiritual gifts for 13 weeks from April 21
through July 28 in a series titled Gifts of the Spirit: How God Works in Us. We will meet Tuesdays
from 1 to 2 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. All lesson
materials will be provided. If you choose, you
may buy a paperback NIV Bible (at cost) for
$3.50. Class will not meet the weeks of Memorial
Day and Independence Day. There is no homework.
We will study the many different gifts that
belong to the body of Christ through God’s grace,
and how each of us may discover and use our
spiritual gifts to help build the Church and God’s
kingdom. The study will complement Pastor Tina
Hosler’s Discipleship sessions this year on God’s
spiritual gifts.
MOTIVATIONAL GIFTS shape how
the believer views life, relates to others and impacts the body of Christ. In Romans 12:4-8 we
read, “For just as each of us has one body with
many members, and these members do not all
have the same function, so in Christ we, though
many, form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with
your faith; if it serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show
mercy, do it cheerfully.”

MINISTRY GIFTS are the tools
God uses to build up Christ’s Holy
Church. These are practical, essential,
can-do types of gifts such as those described in Ephesians 4:11-13: “So Christ
himself gave the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”
MANIFESTATION GIFTS are
supernatural demonstrations of the Holy
Spirit’s presence and power. The Spirit
of God is the Source of these gifts, and
they are manifested for the benefit of
others and to bring God glory. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 reads, “Now to each one
the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for the common good. To one there is
given through the Spirit a message of
wisdom, to another a message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit,
to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking
in different kinds of tongues, and to
still another the interpretation of
tongues. All these are the work of the
one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.”
For questions on Tuesday Afternoon
Bible Study, contact Susan SpencerSmith at 304-914-4298.

Ash Wednesday Service
Paris Presbyterian Church
Wednesday, February 26 - 7:00 P.M.
Rev. Cinda Isler

Maundy Thursday Service
Paris Presbyterian
April 9-7:00
Rev. Tina Hosler
Good Friday Taizé Service
Paris Presbyterian
April 10 - Noon
Rev. Tina Hosler

Sunrise Service—7:00 A.M.
Easter Egg Hunt - 10:00 A.M.

Church Services
Contemporary - 8:45 A.M.
Traditional - 11:00 A.M.

UPDATING MY CULTURAL PORTFOLIO
BY BARBARA LAPOSTA
I lived in Paris until I got married. I lived a very sheltered life in a very prejudiced area
of the country. I did not see anything wrong when my Aunt would cross back and forth across
the street when a person of color came toward us in the opposite direction. Someone watching
us must have thought we were playing a game.
My parents never talked about people’s race or someone’s religion, but many in my
family did. Anyone who was different was open to ridicule. If you were Catholic, Polish, Jewish, I—tal—lee—n, spoke with an accent, etc.

In my Freshman year at Weir High, I walked into my Civics class and my teacher, Mr.
Wares, was African-American. I learned more than what was in my Civics' book. I learned how
prejudice kept he and his family from staying in main stream motels and drinking from water
fountains in the South. My mother said we had Mr. Wares every night for dinner. I found my
eyes were opening to something I did not even know was wrong.
I went to college because Mr. Wares called by parents and said I should go. My mother
was not in favor of me going, but my dad was. My world was expanding thanks to a man
whose skin was different than mine.
At Waynesburg College I met a gypsy, or so she said. She was from New York City,
and we thought she was very worldly. She taught us a lot (enough said). My class was a mixing
pot of people of different religions, different parts of the world, and different ideas, some almost alien from what I had been taught. I found that I could disagree with them, but still be
friends with them.
For the college newspaper, I interviewed a young man from Africa. He had walked six
days to take a test to be eligible for a scholarship to an American College. He passed, was accepted, and came to Waynesburg. One day I ran into him going to town and walked with him.
He was African-American, and on our walk to town, we had several derogatory remarks made
toward us. They were people from town, but I had never been ridiculed in my life. My education was really expanding.
That summer, my college roommate and I worked in Atlantic City. We met other college students and went places as a group after work. Many of the students were Jewish. One
evening I was on the Boardwalk by myself and ran into one of the friends we had made. We
walked in and out of the stores and all of a sudden he grabbed by arm and pushed me behind a
display and hid. When I asked why he did that he said his mother would have a fit if she found
out he was with a Gentile. Gentile, those were in the Bible. I never thought about being one. In
fact, I bought a dictionary to look up the definition. He was right, I wasn’t Jewish. Again I
found I was being judged. There was more to college than just books.
After I got married, I found the military was an education unto itself. I met every color,
religious, educational, geographical, and political groups that one could possibly imagine. I enjoyed meeting them. Some I liked, some I did not, but it had to do with personalities, not what

what they looked like or what they believed. I learned we had more in common than not. I did not
have to agree with them to enjoy their company. We met people from just about every state in the
union. We became friends with Hindus, Muslims, Sheiks, atheists, Protestants, Catholics, Evangelicals, and Jewis and people from India, Indonesia, Africa, South America, Canada, Australia, and
more places than I can remember. I learned a lot from all of them. I learned to be more tolerant. I
learned I liked different.
In Germany I could not understand how people could treat others in such a shocking manner during World War II. I went to Dachau and wept for days. Then we met a German couple who
became our friends. The wife’s father was in the SS. I learned that children aren’t always like their
parents.
We moved to Northern Virginia, and my dad said it was like being at the United Nations.
Ours kid’s friends were from Hawaii, and every other state with some foreign countries mixed in.
They did not see color or find other religions different. They saw people.
My job took me all over the DC area. I saw poor mothers who loved their kids, prostitutes
who wanted better lives for their kids, and immigrants looking for the American dream. They
wanted what we wanted for our children. They wanted shelter, food, and clothing for their children. They weren’t so different.
I met a Muslim man whose name was Ari. He was walking on my street, and I was working in my flower bed with no shoes on with the soles of my feet pointing outward. Ari told me one
could have been beheaded in Iran for showing the bottom of one’s feet because it was equivalent to
being naked. He would come and visit but never come inside. Cold or hot we sat on our front
porch and solved the problems of the world.
He came to the States when the Shah abdicated. His family changed because they
became “Americanized.” His girls did not want to wear anything on their heads. They wanted to
go to college, and they wanted careers. They became lawyers and doctors, drove cars, and did not
wear scarves on their heads. Ari had a hard time dealing with it. America had a whole different
culture. He has passed away, but before he died, we became good friends. He learned that all
Americans are not gun toting cowboys, (He watched Westerns in Iran.) were not all Muslim haters,
and that women should have rights.

I learned that all Muslims are not planning to be terrorists. They want a good life for their
families. Sound familiar? We are more alike than different. We can not say one group of people
are bad. We can not put all of them into the same categories. Put yourself in their place. Walk a
mile in their shoes.
I miss diversity since I moved back. I miss trying new foods. I miss learning about other
religions, customs, and beliefs. I did not always agree, but it was interesting. God made us all different for a reason. Who are we to argue with God’s creations?

SILLY JOKES FOR KIDS

LOVE IS A “FUNNY WORD!”
February is known as the month of love.
We celebrate St. Valentine’s Day by sending
cards that tell of our love. We also say we love
candy, the Steelers, ice cream, video games, our
parents, a TV program, camping, golfing, the
beach, and lots of other things.
We use the word love all the time for
many things. Some languages other than English
have different words for the many meanings of
love. They are much more specific about what
kind of love we are talking about. Love for the
Steelers and love for ice cream might require two
different verbs for the word love.
Another type of love is how we feel about
Jesus. That love is so special that we probably
need a special, special word for it. We say we
love Jesus the same way we say we love chocolate? We probably say we love chocolate more
often than we say we love Jesus. Isn’t there something wrong with that? We should say we love
Jesus everyday.
We get so excited about the Steelers or
Penguins winning, Easter baskets and candy,
playing sports, or going to Disney World, but
how often do we say we are excited because Jesus
loves us so much. We need to get excited about
Jesus!!!

OF ALL AGES
(OLD JOKES, STILL FUNNY)
QUESTION: What’s the best food to eat in
the bathroom?
ANSWER: Showerkraut
TEACHER: What do ants use for a hulahoop?
KID: Cheerios
TEACHER: When does a hot dog wear a
coat?
KID: When it’s a chilly dog.
KID: Where do burgers dance?
MOM: At the meatball.
KID: What plant belongs in the zoo?
MOM: A tiger lily.
BASEBALL COA CH: Why did the baseball player get arrested?

PLAYER: He was caught trying to steal second base.
KID: What were Tarzan’s last words?
DAD: Who greased the vine?
KID 1: What do you get if you drop candy on
the beach?
KID 2: Sandy candy.

Sometimes in our area, we have late frosts,
snow, and ice. If we have already planted tender
annuals, what do we do?

SPRING IS COMING!!!!
Hooray and halleluiah! We are on the
down side of winter. That does not mean that we
are out of the woods or maybe out of the snow.
We have had some big snow storms in March, but
usually the snow melts quickly.
The plants must know something we don’t
know because there are daffodils, tulips, and
snowdrops up, and the Lenten roses are in bloom.
It would be great to have an early spring.
Another sign of spring are the seed and
plant catalogues that seem to come daily. They
also let us know that Spring is on its way.
With our changing weather patterns, birds
and bees are having a hard time adjusting to shortened winters and hotter, wetter summers. We need
to think of them as we choose plants for our gardens or containers. For instance, single petaled
marigolds attract more bees than the usual tight
multi-petal marigolds. Bees can get into them easier. Bees like wild flowers, but the rights-of-way
under the power lines are sprayed with herbicides
to keep weeds from forming. In terms of humans,
it’s like taking the ingredients for our dinners
away.
What can we do? Plant what birds and bees
like. Even one plant will attract them to your yard.
If everyone planted one plant, the birds and bees
might have to fly more, but they would have food.
Common plants to both birds and bees are
bee balm, cosmos, coral bells, black-eyed Susan,
petunia, tall phlox, and coneflowers.
Birds need trees for nesting and shelter and
bees like flowering trees and bushes. Don’t forget
that dandelions provide bees with some of their
earliest nectar in the spring.

Do not cover plants with plastic unless the
plastic can be held off the plant. Also, do not just
cover the plant above the soil line. The soil will
retain heat so bring the covers to the ground so
that the heat can help warm the plant.
If we have ice on evergreens or bushes, do
not shake the plant because they could break. Let
the ice melt on its own. Even if plants are bent
over, most will return to their normal state eventually. Don’t spray them with water because that can
cause more freezing.
If after a week or two, the plants have not
returned to normal, prune off branches that are
broken or can cause danger. Don’t cut any branches near a power line. Call the professionals, they
know what they are doing.
If more than 50% of the plant is ruined,
remove the plant. If the broken limbs can be
pruned, and the plant does not look too bad, the
plant can be kept. If the top of the tree is broken,
sometimes it is best to take out the tree.
An evergreen that splits can be tied together to see if it will grow. It will always be weak,
and may break again in the next storm.
Young plants and bushes should be
wrapped or covered before storms. Exotic or nonnative trees can be deer food overnight so don’t
wait to cover them with netting or to wrap their
trunks.

Don’t forget to harden off new plants before you plant them. They have been kept in green
houses in ideal conditions. Bring them in at night
if it is cold but put them out starting in a protected
area, and then moving them into short periods of
sun. Plants can get sunburnt too. Enjoy your garden, it is a great place to talk to God.
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SERVICES: Sunday 8:45 (Contemporary) and 11:00 A.M. (Traditional) Sunday School: 10:00 A.M.,
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES: Mondays: 7:00 PM (church and the LaPosta’s), Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study (1:00 PM), Wednesday: 7 P.M. (LaPosta’s) and (church), Thursday: Mat Class, 10
AM (church).

FEBRUARY:

APRIL:

26-Ash Wednesday– 1st Lenten Bible Study (1011:30)

01-Lenten Service-Burg. Presby.,-7:00
0910-Good Friday-Taizé-Paris Presby., Noon
11-”Jesus” movie-Robinson-12:55
12-Easter-Sunrise Service -7:00 A.M.
Easter Egg Hunt - 10:00 A.M.
Regular Services-8:45 & 11 A.M
22-Lunch with Author - Annette Dashofy
Noon

Lenten Service, Paris Presby., 7:00
28-Shoebox craft-6:00
March
04-Lenten Service-Our Lady of Lourdes– 7:00
06 -Church Women United Service-11:00
07 –New Member Class-9-4
11 –Lenten Service-Burg. Presby.,-7:00
18 –Lenten Service-Paris Presby.,-7:00
20 - Easter flower orders need to be in.
27 - Shoebox craft-6:00

24-Shoebox Craft-6:00

