FIRST PRES FEATURES
FEB 2020

05

Mission Spotlight

Compassion International
Our partnership with Compassion International began 9 years ago when our congregation answered the
call to support children in poverty around the world. As a long standing partner with Compassion, we
collaborate many times a year with them. Some of the most recognizable ways we work together are
through Compassion Sunday, where we search for sponsors for specific children, usually in the
Dominican Republic, and through our Dominican Republic Mission Trip. While Compassion Sunday is
usually held in the spring, members of the congregation will be heading overseas to visit our sponsored
families and make a difference in the Dominican Republic next week.
Compassion does many things, but their main objective is to advocate for children. They provide ministry opportunities
for families and children in need, with the core of their mission being Jesus, his life, and his teachings. The main tenets of
their mission are to be Christ-centered, church-based, and child-focused.
One unique aspect of Compassion is how they complete their
mission; they do all of their work through partnerships with local
churches, like ours. They equip the church so it can act as a
conduit for community change, which, in turn, affects the world
on a greater scale. Both the churches and Compassion as a whole
work primarily through child sponsorship, which pairs a sponsor
through the church to a child in need. These sponsorships cost $38
a month and provide medical care, education assistance, life skills
training, food, supplements, and love to a child in need. Our
congregation supports nearly 60 through Compassion.
The Dominican Republic Mission Trip becomes even more
impactful when we’re able to send sponsors overseas to meet their
sponsored children in person. Even if members of our group aren’t
sponsoring a child through Compassion, they still visit and help
congregation-sponsored families.
This year, the members going on the mission trip will work with Compassion to visit homes of sponsored children, cook a
meal with them, engage with them during their Vacation Bible School with activities and prayer, serve clean water to the
community, and visit members of the Compassion Survival Program, which is a program for the physical and mental
health of prenatal through age one babies and mothers in the Dominican Republic. As they experience what it’s like to live
in the Dominican Republic with our sponsored families, they’ll also be contributing to their community and supporting
them with Compassion’s help.
Want to hear about their full Dominican Republic Mission Trip experience when they return? For March’s First Pres
Feature, you’ll hear from some of our members who went on the trip and what their experiences were. Read the FYI
newsletter on March 6 to hear from our missionaries!

