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TO: Governor Mike DeWine 

From: State Senator Tina Maharath 

Date: July 16, 2020 

RE: Asian-American Pacific Islander Commission 

 

Dear Governor DeWine, 

Thank you for your leadership during these unprecedented times. I am writing to urge you to call for unity 

in our state and to speak out publicly against the increase in racist attacks and discrimination against the 

Chinese and Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander (AAPI) community in the wake of the global 

coronavirus pandemic by supporting the creation of an AAPI Commission in Ohio. 

Across the state we have witnessed countless incidents of violence, verbal abuse, and profiling against 

Chinese and AAPI communities in connection with COVID-19. For months, locally-owned restaurants, 

salons, and stores in neighborhoods like Cleveland’s historic Asia Town have seen a steep drop in 

customers and suffered financial hardship. Working-class members of the AAPI community working in 

retail and hospitality have faced discrimination in the workplace on top of reduced hours and income loss. 

At least 350,000 of our fellow Ohioans have Chinese, Asian, or Pacific Islander heritage. History has 

shown us that when politicians use stigmatizing rhetoric that effectively scapegoats communities of color, 

they fuel mass hysteria that leads to harm against vulnerable children, families, and entire communities. 

We need to hear more from public officials about the need to unite and face this crisis together, rather 

than allow fear and stereotypes to divide us. We need our leaders to reflect on their role and acknowledge 

how implicit bias impacts public health. We need leadership grounded in truth and committed to openly 

opposing racism in all its forms. 

I am urging you to establish the Ohio AAPI Affairs Commission through executive order. We are 

currently the only ethnicity without a commission in Ohio. Please see Amended Senate Bill 98 attached. 

I believe that instances of discrimination and physical/verbal attacks are likely to worsen in the coming 

days and weeks. Ohio has already been a step ahead in its response to COVID-19 and I believe it should 

be a step ahead in addressing racism related to the pandemic as well. We can all do our part to fight 

racism and support our communities by creating this commission and building unity in our state. 

Thank you again for your time, consideration, and for your efforts to protect all Ohioans during this crisis. 

Sincerely,  

 

Tina Maharath 
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