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This season of Lent, we are going to see Jesus.
Come and listen, come and learn, come and see, come and touch the mystery
and the wonder of Christ as we journey to the cross with “More Than Words.”

MARCH 2020

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
220 East Hickory Street, Mankato, MN 56001

SUNDAY DRIVERS
Church Office
Phone: 507-387-2160
Hours: Monday – Thursday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am – 12 Noon
Building Emergency Contact
Britt, 507-345-1789
Email
Pastor@fpcmankato.org

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Paul
Dave
Stuart
Renee
Paul

507-420-0175
507-380-4042
507-340-5701
507-317-4003
507-420-0175

LAY READERS
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Sally Coomes
Suellen Lloyd
Garry Fay
Dave Stinocher
Becca Rader

For future dates, please sign up on kiosk in the narthex.

FLOWERS GIVEN BY
Website
FPCmankato.org | Facebook
Staff
Pastor Lindsay Conrad, 336-260-8219
Lynnette Stadtherr, Administrative Assistant
Brett Bahr, Church Accountant
Bailey DeVetter, Christian Education Director
Ben Marti, Organist
Bridget Hermer, Adult Choir Director
Britt Fleming, Building Manager
Sunday Worship
8:30 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Marcia Richards
Mary Topp
Mary Topp
Available
Garry & Jolene Fay

For future dates, please sign up on kiosk in the narthex.
Cost is $20.

FLOWER DELIVERY
Deacons in charge of organizing the March
flower deliveries are Karen Nelson and
Suellen Lloyd.
Please contact Karen or Suellen if you are able to
assist in delivering the Sunday sanctuary
flowers.

USHERS
Organized by the Worship Committee.
Point person is Don McGinness.
Please contact Don if you wish to volunteer.
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LINDSAY CONRAD’S
MARCH 1, 2020
STOR

COLUMN

Dear Church,
Part of the charge in this Lenten season is to engage in practices
of charity, renewal of heart and mind, and refraining from doing it all
in a somber way. We are in the midst of all of these things! See inside
for all that is going on, but here are a few things to note:
Sunday, March 8, we will join together for brunch after church
and we will take a good hard look at who we are as a church as we
ask, “What is the MISSION of First Presbyterian Church of Mankato?”
With grateful hearts and open minds, we will find the words that best
describe what God has us doing here and now as the hands and feet
of Christ in the world.
We are transitioning our second floor into a space that will be
rented to Connections Ministry – that means we are cleaning out all the stuff. That means we are
contending with over 100 years of memories, ministry, junk, treasures, and talent all over the building as we
look toward this next chapter. We are engaging in this important act of charity by making room in our hearts
and our church home for this life-giving ministry to reside. Be on the lookout for the saints helping with the
transition: April, Sally E., Becca, Kelly, and Laurie. When they holler, come running to give them a hand!
Thank you, ladies, for helping us ready our hearts and church home.
We are renewing our hearts and minds by coming to worship and figuring out what the symbols and
colors and stuff of the church have meant through the years, and how they take meaning for us now as we
engage with our series, “More Than Words.” Additionally, we have devotion books available in the narthex
that are connected to our PCUSA commitment to Matthew 25 – a promise to work for church revitalization,
dismantling racism, and battling systemic poverty in our communities.
We are also in the last full month of confirmation for our eight confirmands (that’s right, we’ve added
another to our ranks!) who are discerning their call into a life of ministry in this community of faith. Continue
to pray for these incredible young people: Nyeleap, Nyewal, Parker, Isabel, Jordyn, Talay, Thai, and Logan.
They will be joining us – if they so choose – on Easter Sunday. They will also be helping us encounter Jesus’
entry to Jerusalem and trial on Palm/Passion Sunday, so make sure you are in worship those days!
So, what practice are you taking on this season of Lent? Maybe it is jumping in with something I just
mentioned, or another spiritual practice you encounter as you read on. I charge you to take on something,
though, because you might just discover you are inching yourself closer to the Kingdom of God.
Blessings on your Lenten journey,

Pastor Lindsay Conrad

Palm/Passion Sunday: April 5 at 10 am
Maundy Thursday: April 9 at 7 pm
Good Friday: April 10 at 12 noon
Easter Sunday: April 12 at 10 am

Visit us online at FPCMANKATO.ORG Page 2

MARCH 2020

First Presbyterian Church | Session Minutes | February 18, 2020
Prayers and Devotions
•
•
•
•

Moderator Lindsay Conrad
Devotions by Rhonda Taylor
Elders express their Joys and Concerns
Opening Prayer

For the Record
► Some good news announced by Pastor Lindsay
included the success of the unexpected “Snow Sunday.”
Coffee and donuts were served, service was held in the
chapel, photos were taken and special fellowship was
shared by the 27 members who braved the weather. Also,
a new confirmand has caught up on lessons and joined the
class for this year.
► Attendance: C. Davis, C. Koenen, S. Erdahl, J. Connors,
T. Kuechle, R. Taylor, N. Zallek
► Excused: R. Mueller, B. Madsen
► Deacon Liaison: Mary Topp (Deacons attend Session on
a rotating basis.)
► February Communion Count: 103; served by Elders by
Intinction.
► March Communion to be served by Deacons; date
changed to March 15, 2020.
► Session approval given of the Annual Congregational
Meeting Minutes; meeting was conducted during worship
on January 26, 2020.
► Building use approval needed for PEO to hold a joint
meeting of the PEO chapters on Monday, April 3, 2020 from
6:00 – 9:00 pm; date available and $100 fee collected.
Approved. Contact is Rachel Mueller.
► Email vote approval was given for the annual Habitat for
Humanity Soup & Pie fundraiser luncheon on Sunday,
March 29, 2020. Contact is Sally Coomes.
► Discussion on email-voting protocol and “Reply All”
responses; discussed and reviewed. Reply All is needed to
include all members voting. If no vote response is received,
it is considered that you did not attend the email “meeting.”

Consent Agenda Approval – All Approved
Staff Reports
Church Accountant Report

Committee Reports

From the Pastor
► On Sunday, March 8, 2020 we will have a Mission
Statement Brunch after worship – please attend. April
Austin is coordinating the food. Communications team will
be in attendance and will help out at the tables. Any
expenses will be taken from the Coffee Fund.
► A couple of liaisons are needed – the following agreed
to serve: Deacons, Sally Erdahl; Presbytery, unfilled.
► One Great Hour of Sharing (PCUSA offering) to be taken
on March 22, 2020; approved. Additional discussion
ensued concerning the need to approve all quarterly
special offerings. It was agreed that in the future all
quarterly offerings be approved with the Pastor designating
the month and date.
► March 22, 2020 special called Session meeting with
confirmands to hear statements of faith and vote to receive
them into membership; approved. Session members
available will attend.
► New members: Kelly McBride (letter of transfer), Justin
Fahey (reaffirmation of faith), and Lynne Weber (letter of
transfer); all approved.
► Need for weather protocol for making decisions on
Sundays: Session elected Pastor Lindsay to make the call
by 8:00 am Sunday mornings. Additional communication
with members will be incorporated via the data base
connected Call-Em-All phone/text program.
► Need Presbytery hosting team for the Presbytery
meeting here on Tuesday, May 12, 2020. R. Taylor will be
the Presbytery liaison. Information about hosting the event
along with a detailed checklist was distributed. All members
of the Session, Deacons, and church members will be
hosts for this event.
► Synod School, July 26 – 31, 2020 at Buena Vista
University, Storm Lake, IA; approved to promote.
► Updates from Presbytery: FYI – Vilmarie visit (comoderator) overtures passed to General Assembly.
► Support Team has been meeting for the past year and
work is complete. Request for dissolution approved with
many thanks to the team members.

From Worship
► Wedding policy reviewed, and with some small changes,
approved.
► Request to move communion to second Sunday in July
and second Sunday in September; approved.
► Request that monies from the bell sales be put toward
the organ fund; approved.

Worship
Budget/Personnel
CG&D
Session Minutes continued on page 5.
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2020 LENTEN JOURNEY – “More Than Words”
An Opportunity to Step Out in
“You Shall Be Called Repairers of the Breach.”
~ Isaiah 58

Received during the season of Lent (Sunday, March 22 here at
FPC) One Great Hour of Sharing is the single largest way that
Presbyterians join together to share God’s love with our
neighbors-in-need around the world. Each gift helps to improve
the lives of people in challenging situations through three
impactful programs:
•
•
•

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Works with communities recovering from the
devastation of natural or human-caused disasters.
Presbyterian Hunger Program
Supports efforts to alleviate hunger and the systemic
causes of poverty.
Self-Development of People
Invests in helping communities respond to experiences
of racism, oppression, poverty and injustice.

Give generously - if we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!

A Forum on PayDay Lending & How to Stop It
During Coffee Hour on Sunday, March 15, our friend
Nancy Altmann will present a forum on payday lending
practices in Mankato.
Nancy is the Community Engagement Specialist at Minnesota
Council of Churches, Mankato. She is working with
Minnesotans for Fair Lending to take on payday lending in our
area. As of 2018, Blue Earth County was 3rd per capita in
Minnesota for payday loans; over $3 million dollars in loans
were taken out with an average interest rate of 286%. Payday
loans are small-dollar, high-interest loans requiring full
payback on the borrower’s next payday. These loans require
direct access to a borrower’s bank account and are made with
little or no regard for a borrower’s ability to repay the loan.
Come learn more about how this practice is preying on the
community, what happens to people who utilize its services
and ways you can combat this lending practice locally and
statewide.

Sunday Brunch & Mission Statement Workshop
Be sure to join us SUNDAY, MARCH 8, right after worship for brunch in the Fellowship Hall. We will
work together on finding the right words for our First Presbyterian Church mission statement. We will talk
together about these three questions: Who are we as a church? Who do we aim to be? What do we
aim to do? From the words we come up with, our Communications team and Session members will do
some wordsmithing to help us discover and define our mission statement.
Visit us online at FPCMANKATO.ORG Page 4
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February 18, 2020 Session Minutes (continued)
Session Business RE: Endowment
► The Endowment financial reports were reviewed
followed by discussion on how to creatively use these
funds for some growth and development of FPC. The
discussion brought forth in 2019 concerning the
upgrading of our aging organ (not the pipes) from analog
to digital was revisited and considered a capital
improvement. Worship Committee (after many hours of
research) has found an all-inclusive price for the project.
All members of Session felt it was necessary to use
Endowment funds for this needed upgrade. Details to
move forward in a timely fashion to meet discount
deadlines were agreed upon as follows: $80,000 will be
requested of Endowment towards the $112,000 all
inclusive project cost. $10,000 has already been obtained
from Endowment, and $22,000 has already been donated
specifically designated for this upgrade.
► Tabled Business – RE: Endowment Committee
structure.

From Personnel/Budget
► Recommendation to hire Brett Bahr as the Church
Accountant. A short bio was handed out, S. Erdahl and
N. Zallek presented his qualifications and the motion to
accept his employment; approved.
► A motion was made, seconded, and approved to use
monies from the First Fridays fund to allow a support staff
person 5 hours per week of assistance to the First Fridays
at First Church lecture series.

From CG&D
► Peace Camp to take the place of VBS this year at
MYPlace in partnership with Unitarian Universalists on
June 8 – 12, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm daily. This new
opportunity in the community was approved.
► On March 22, 2020 we will have a Mr. Rogers Birthday
Party! We will be celebrating the life of Mr. Rogers as a
congregation that day. In addition to being a children’s TV
star, he was a Presbyterian minister. A celebration of his
birthday (March 20, 1928) will be held in the Fellowship
Hall at 5:30 pm. Wear your favorite cardigan sweater,
bring a dish to pass, and stay to watch the Fred Rogers
documentary, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” This event
is open to all.

Meet Our New Church Accountant
~ Brett Bahr ~
Brett and his wife Marcia moved to the Mankato
area 30 years ago and have lived in their house
just south of Mankato for the last 25 years. Brett
has worked in accounting at several local
companies including Taylor Corporation and
Fun.com. Retirement, however, did not suit him!
He is looking forward to the opportunity to use
his talents to help FPC meet all their financial
goals. Brett can be reached by emailing
finance@fpcmankato.org or calling the
church office. His office hours are Tuesdays
and Thursdays from noon to 2:00 pm.
Welcome to FPC!
HICKORY STREET READERS invite you to
check out a copy of Oh My Stars by Lorna
Landvik. Discussion of the novel will be on
Sunday, March 22 at 11:15 am in the library.
All are welcome to check out a book! Please
return it by the day of the discussion.

From Connections Transition Task Force
► Lease for approval compiled with input from a lawyer,
an expert on leases, Pastor Lindsay, and Laurie Drake
was presented. Upon approval, it will be sent to
Presbytery for approval and to Connections Ministry for
their input. All Session members reviewed the proposed
lease. With some small changes (for clarification), lease
agreement approved.
Move to Adjourn │ Closing Prayer
Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 17, 6 pm; Shared Spaces

Don’t forget! Our regular monthly meeting is Sunday,
March 1, at 11:20 am. We will also be serving
Communion on Sunday, March 15, and we are
scheduled to usher during the month of April.
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Ed Fraser

3/01

SUPPORT ECHO IN MARCH!

Mackenzie Kienholz

3/01

Joanne Madsen

3/02

Marcia Richards

3/08

Brad Guss

3/14

March is a key month to donate to the ECHO Food
Shelf. During this month, your donations of both food
and money to ECHO are proportionally matched by
Minnesota FoodShare. A box for food and supply
donations for March delivery is located in the narthex
coat room.

Marilyn Hanson

3/14

Bruce Johnson

3/15

Ava Grunzke

3/17

Norma Thomas

3/17

Marcia Miller

3/19

Brett Taylor

3/20

Emily Kienholz

3/21

Lee Williams

3/21

Andrew Davis

3/22

Bill Vihstadt

3/24

PW Circle meets Wednesday, March 18 at 9:30 am
in the Fellowship Hall hosted by Karen Nelson and
Laurie Drake. Laurie will lead the Horizons Bible
Study lesson #6, Words of Love, based on the 7th
Commandment. All are invited to attend!

Dolores Warren

3/26

PWC thanks all who have responded to our recent
letter seeking your annual support.

John Whitington

3/29

Gail Cutler

3/31

Linda Miller

3/31

If you notice a date is missing
or incorrect, please contact the church office.
Thank you!

Join us for Soup & Pie for Habitat for
Humanity on Sunday, March 29, following
worship. Please sign up on the kiosk in the
narthex to help set-up, donate a pie, serve
and/or clean-up. Vegetarian and gluten-free
options available. FREE WILL offering. All
are welcome – invite your friends!

You can also support ECHO with a free will
offering at Pasta with the Padres on Sunday,
March 8, from 4:00 – 7:00 pm at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church, 623 S. Broad Street.
Musical entertainment provided by Joe Kunkel and
Bully Pulpit. All are welcome to attend!

Needed items will continue to be collected for
Connections Shelter by the Presbyterian
Women’s Circle through MARCH 15. Please put
your donations in the RED BOX in the narthex.
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Men’s & Women’s Gloves & Mittens
Hand Warmers
Long Underwear (any adult size)
Regular Underwear (any adult size)
Deodorant
♥ Backpacks
PWC thanks everyone for
their generous donations.
They are greatly appreciated!
Final deadline is MARCH 15.

SS Boutique opened in their new location at Hoffman
and Victory Drive earlier this month. The SS Boutique
giving jar that we display in the narthex collected $150 in
donations for them in 2019, and $50 already in 2020!
THANK YOU for supporting this needed service!
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Friday, March 6 at 12 Noon
“Singing Behind Prison Walls”

An Important Reminder
from Pastor Lindsay…

Our own FPC Choir Director, Bridget
Coughlan Hermer will be presenting
on the transformational power of music
in an age of mass incarceration.
Female prison population in the USA is
growing exponentially, yet they remain
invisible and silenced in our
communities. Bridget is a lifelong
music maker, educator and social
justice advocate. Her most recent work
has taken her behind the walls of the
Waseca
Federal
Correctional
Institution where the women are
learning to use their voices in a
powerful way. Through song and the
restorative nature of communal singing
the Women of Waseca are on a
journey of transformation and healing.
Their story of resilience and struggle is
also one of hope.

Please remember to let me know
about
surgeries,
sickness,
hospital stays, and all the other
things that happen in your lives! I
am here to walk alongside you
and hold you in prayer, and the
more I know, the better I can
serve you!

Join us for this FREE event!

ACT on Alzheimer’s
Mankato/North Mankato
~ presents ~

Minnesota Historical Society

Becoming a Beloved Community
2020 Lenten Devotional
A Matthew 25 Journey to the Cross
Don’t forget to pick up your copy
on the table in the narthex.

Synod of Lakes & Prairies
Synod School 2020
July 26 – 31, 2020
Buena Vista University
Storm Lake, Iowa
Synod School is a learning and
personal enrichment experience
for people of ALL ages. You are
invited to participate in this
unique experience of Christian
community through worship,
study, and play. At Synod School
you will find an environment of
hospitality, healing, and hope
anchored by a commitment to
seek God’s presence in each
person. Classes and activities are
available for children, youth and
adults. A catalogue with more
information about the week and
how to register is available in the
church office. Online registration
begins on March 1. Pastor
Lindsay will also be attending!

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MANKATO

HOUSE OF MEMORIES

PASTOR LINDSAY CONRAD

Come learn about this terrific APP!

336-260-8219
Pastor@fpcmankato.org

Saturday, March 21, 2020
10 – 11:30 am
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
720 South 2nd Street, Mankato

The Minnesota Historical Society understands
that a person’s history and memory are of great
value and significance – especially for people
living with Alzheimer’s or other related
dementias. Join us to learn about the House of
Memories APP to create meaningful
conversations and connections! This program
is FREE, but you need to register by March 19;
email katoactonalz@yahoo.com

THE SESSION – Nancy Zallek, Cathy Davis, Rhonda
Taylor, Rachel Mueller, Terry Kuechle, Bob Madsen,
Jim Connors, Sally Erdahl & Curt Koenen
THE BOARD OF DEACONS – Jolene Fay,
Lisa Schickling, Tom Drake, Doug Smithson,
Mary Topp, Brad Stinocher, Karen Nelson, Janet Goff,
Genette Carleton, Derek Fette, Sol Filfili & Suellen Lloyd
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS & MORE!

Mr. Roger’s Birthday Party
Sunday March 22 ~ 5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

Youth Group tying quilts for VINE last month!
See below for more information about upcoming
Youth and Confirmation activities!

♥ Sunday, March 1 ~ Game Night!
Come ready to play.
♥ Sunday, March 8 ~ Fun Night!
We will be hanging out with Erin Oberle
and Molly Lewis.
♥ Sunday, March 15 ~ Scavengers!
Scavenger Hunt with Bailey & Nick
DeVetter.
♥ Sunday, March 22 ~ Mr. Rogers!
See info above right.
NO YOUTH GROUP OR CONFIRMATION
ON MARCH 29.

LENTEN CHALLENGE!

The Youth have developed a Lenten
challenge for all of us! It is made up
of 40 acts of kindness, generosity,
and service to be completed during
the Lenten season. Be sure to pick up
your copy on the table in the narthex.

We all know and remember Fred Rogers as a children’s TV
star, but did you know he was also a Presbyterian minister?
Join us to celebrate his birthday (March 28, 1928)! Wear your
favorite cardigan, bring a dish to pass (sign up on the sheet
posted in the narthex) and stay to watch the Fred Rogers
documentary, Won’t You Be My Neighbor. Bring your friends
and family – all are welcome to come celebrate Mr. Rogers!

We recently started using a fabulous
new Sunday School curriculum! Any
children ages pre-K through 5th grade
are invited to join us in the music and art
rooms (301 and 304) Sunday mornings
from 8:45-9:45! If you would like to learn
more about our Christian education
programming, or to volunteer with our
children or youth, please contact Bailey
DeVetter, Christian Education Director,
educator@fpcmankato.org
NOTE: There will be an important
Parent Meeting to discuss summer
programming for children on
Sunday, March 29 at 11:45 am in the
“stage” area of the Fellowship Hall.

Our ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS is following a curriculum
provided by The Wired Word, which
stimulates discussion by integrating
current events and Biblical readings. If
you are interested in receiving the
weekly Wired Word e-mail, contact April
Austin at austin6@hickorytech.net All
are welcome to join the discussion on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am!
For the protection of wisdom
is like the protection of money,
and the advantage of knowledge
is that wisdom gives life
to the one who possesses it.
~ Ecclesiastes 7:12 (NRSV)

BEAUX ARTS MOVIE & POTLUCK presents “Grand Hotel”
Thursday, March 19 ~ 6:00 pm Dinner; 7:00 pm Movie
A once wealthy baron (John Barrymore) supports himself as a thief and gambler. He
romances an aging ballerina (Greta Garbo), and teams with his dying accountant against his
former boss and an ambitious stenographer. This film won an Academy Award in 1932!
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SUN

1

MON

2

TUES

3

8:45 am
Sunday School

WED

4

3:00 pm
Properties
Cmte

10:00 am
Worship

THURS

5

10:00 am
Staff Meeting

5:30 pm
CG&D Cmte

4:30 pm
Confirmation
5:30 pm
Youth Group

8

9

8:45 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship

10

11

4:00 pm
Endowment Cmte

4:00 pm
Communications
Cmte

5:30 pm
Budget Cmte

11:00 am
Sunday Brunch

6

SAT

7

12 Noon
FIRST
FRIDAYS
Bridget
Coughlan
Hermer ~
Singing
Behind Prison
Walls

2:00 pm
Caregivers
Support Group

11:20 am
Deacons Mtg

FRI

12

13

14

19

20

21

7:00 pm
Worship Cmte

4:30 pm
Confirmation
5:30 pm
Youth Group

15

16

8:45 am
Sunday School

17
6:00 pm
Session Meeting

10:00 am

18
9:30 am
PW Circle
Meeting

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Beaux Arts Theatre Movie & Potluck

Communion Worship

4:30 pm
Confirmation
5:30 pm
Youth Group

~ presents ~

Grand Hotel
Thursday, March 19

COFFEE HOUR
PayDay Lending
11:00 am

22

6:00 pm Dinner ~ 7:00 pm Movie

23

24

30

31

25

26

27

28

8:45 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:15 am
Hickory Street
Readers
5:30 pm
Confirmation &
Youth Group

Mr. Roger’s
Birthday Party!
5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

29
8:45 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
4:30 pm
Confirmation

SOUP & PIE LUNCH
Habitat for Humanity
Fundraiser
11:00 am

For the latest calendar updates,
visit the online calendar.
Go to Google search: First Presbyterian Church
Mankato Calendar
OR
Visit the church website at FPCManakto.org

5:30 pm
Youth Group

Visit us online at FPCMANKATO.ORG Page 9

