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Return Service Requested

Sunday, March 1, 9:00 a.m.
FIRST SUNDAY DHARMA SERVICE
CHILDREN’S DHARMA SERVICE

Sunday, March 22, 9:00 a.m.
SPRING OHIGAN SERVICE
Guest Speaker: Rev. Bert Sumikawa

Refreshments: American Beauty Roses

Refreshments: Sweet Peas

Sunday, March 8, 9:00 a.m.
FAMILY DHARMA SERVICE

Sunday, March 29, 9:00 a.m.
FAMILY DHARMA SERVICE
MEMORIAL BELL SERVICE

Refreshments: Pink Dahlias

Sunday, March 15, 9:00 a.m.
FAMILY DHARMA SERVICE

Refreshments: Water Lilies

Refreshments: Peonies

Higan” means the “other shore” of Nirvana or
Enlightenment, in contrast to “this shore” of Samsara or
delusion. The equinox, when day is exactly as long as
night, is a perfect opportunity to reflect upon the perfect
harmony of nature and dedicate oneself to the realization
of this harmony in our inner life.
Rev. Sumikawa

My eyes being hindered by blind passions,
I cannot perceive the light that grasps me;
Yet the great compassion, without tiring,
Illumines me always.
Shinran Shonin, Koso Wasan, Verse 95
The Collected Works of Shinran Vol. I, page 385
Why is Jodo Shinshu for me?
All Buddhists seek Enlightenment—awakening to the Truth, seeing Life as-it-is, not as-we-want-it-tobe. Unnecessary suffering in life is caused by the gap between reality—Life as-it-is—and perception—the self
-centered delusion that Life should be as-we-want-it-to-be. When Life doesn’t unfold the way we want it to,
we get angry, blame others for our disappointment, or complain about it on Facebook. The goal of Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism is to “settle one’s birth in the Pure Land” in this life so that when we die, we are born in
the Pure Land and immediately enlightened in Oneness with the Buddha Amida, return to this world as Great
Compassion and Wisdom working to save all beings by guiding them to the Truth.
To settle one’s birth in the Pure Land, Jodo Shinshu teaches the Path of Nembutsu—saying Namo
Amida Butsu in gratitude for, and in response to, Life as it unfolds, accepting reality as-it-is, which empowers
us to make the most of each moment in this unrepeatable life. The Path of Nembutsu provides the way for unexceptional, totally average, self-deluded people—like me—to liberate themselves from the bondage of selfishness. Jodo Shinshu helps people cope with the undeniable stresses and inevitable disappointments of modern life by igniting change—a ‘change of heart’ and a ‘change of attitude’ so we may see Life as-it-is. If we
believe fame, fortune, intellect, youth, or beauty make us superior to others, we despair when confronted with
the truth that we are merely human. If we believe we are the exception, that we will never grow old, decay,
and die, then we are terrified by death, and afraid of being a compassionate presence for people at the end of
life. If we believe we deserve only the sweetness of life, we are devastated by the inevitable moments of bitterness in life.
In a single thought-moment, when we realize that we are not exceptional; that we are, in fact, deluded,
ego-centric, and all-too-human ordinary people incapable of any spiritual practice leading to awakening to
Truth in this Life, that is when Jodo Shinshu reveals the working of Great Compassion and Wisdom in our
lives.We realize that no matter how good our intentions may be, we are simply incapable of helping others as
much as we would like to believe. We realize our inherent Selfishness blinds us so that we insist upon seeing
Life as-we-want-it-to-be, not Life as-it-is, setting us up for disappointment, despair, and depression. We realize that, despite our pretensions, we despise those who are different from us, we turn away from the hungry
and homeless, we do nothing to prevent injustice. We realize that we are not able to live up to our own ideals,
our aspirations, our self-image. This realization crushes the delusions of our ego-self, which is why we avoid
true self-reflection; in our heart of hearts we know are we nothing like we would like to think we are.
We are not worthy. And yet, our lives are filled with kind and gentle people. Our lives are “pretty
good” compared to so many people who are truly suffering, fellow human beings who don’t have enough to
eat, a safe place to sleep, who face discrimination and hardship every day. In a single thought-moment, we
realize that Great Compassion and Wisdom has always embraced us, never to abandon us. And that Awakening liberates us from our attachment to the ego-driven “self”. When we become free from the bondage of selfishness, we begin to live a life that is true and real. When we reflect upon our lives, when we see Life-as-it-is,
we stop believing we deserve all the “good” things that happen to us, and, we stop believing we don’t deserve
the “bad” things that happen to us. In that moment, we see kind and gentle people have always been in our
lives — our ‘ohana has always been there for us.
We begin to truly appreciate, and not take for granted, the friends who have stayed with us through
thick and thin, the communities that accept us, the ‘Aina and the living beings that sustain our lives. We begin
to truly rejoice in the companionship of precious animal friends, our beloved pets, whose only desire is to love
us without judging us. We begin to truly cherish the Great ‘Ohana of Life, the people who patiently teach us
life lessons, the strangers who show us kindness, the unseen people laboring so that we can enjoy the comfort
and convenience of modern life.
Jodo Shinshu awakens us to the True Meaning of Life, that we are One with all people and all forms of
Life, and thus we are never alone; that we are accepted just as we are; that this unrepeatable Life is meant to
Continued on Page 3
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be lived to benefit others. We begin to see even the painful, embarrassing, and humiliating episodes in our
lives as meaningful, positive, learning experiences. In Jodo Shinshu, we revere this Great Compassion and
Wisdom as the Buddha Amida, the Buddha of Immeasurable Life and Light, Amida Nyorai, the Tathagata, the
One who comes from Suchness.
Awakening to the Truth, we realize that we only delude ourselves into thinking we are fundamentally
“good” people, that we will help others when we are not so “busy” or have accumulated enough money. But
we always seem to be “too busy,” always desperately seeking to acquire “more” because we are self-centered,
totally average human beings. In our heart of hearts, we know we are limited, weak, and unable to accept Life
as it unfolds, that we are afraid to embrace Life as-it-is. In fact, we are constantly running away from admitting
our utter average-ness to anyone, much less ourselves.
We deny the Truth of what we really are. This delusion, this denial of reality, is the root cause of all
unnecessary suffering in our modern lives: fear, stress, anxiety, depression, addiction, discontent, unhappiness,
anger, discrimination, and hatred.
How do we become free of these delusions? The only practice in Jodo Shinshu is the Path of Nembutsu, mindfully saying the name of the Buddha Amida—Namo Amida Butsu—in gratitude for Amida’s great
compassionate vow to save all beings, beginning with silly, deluded, self-centered, unexceptional, and all-toohuman people…just like me.
The Path of Nembutsu is the simplest practice in Buddhism. Nembutsu can be practiced by anyone,
anywhere, anytime, and doesn’t require any “thing” beyond the heart-and-mind that responds in gratitude to
Life as it unfolds—good, bad, or ugly—Just Say Namo Amida Butsu.
My grandmother, Toku Nakawatase, was famous for confronting lay people, ministers, and even bishops, by saying, “Nembutsu ga deru ka ne?” which can be translated as “Namo Amida Butsu still doesn’t just
pop out of your mouth?” In other words, you haven’t realized that you are a deluded, silly, all-too-human selfcentered being? Haven’t you awakened to the truth, Life as-it-is, the reality that Great Compassion and Wisdom has always embraced you, never to abandon you? That the Great Compassion of the Buddha Amida has
created this opportunity to encounter the Nembutsu, allowing you to walk the path of liberation from the bondage of selfishness. Aren’t you humbled and truly grateful that you have been saved from your Ego-Self?
“Nembutsu ga deru ka ne?!” You still haven’t learned to just say Namo Amida Butsu in gratitude for life as it
unfolds, for reality as-it-is? Haven’t you acknowledged your debt of gratitude to the kind and gentle people
who nurtured you in the past, and the countless people and living beings who sustain your life today? You
aren’t trying to repay this debt of gratitude by thinking pure and beautiful thoughts, saying pure and beautiful
words, and doing pure and beautiful deeds? You aren’t trying to be kind and gentle to every living thing and
protect all those who are weaker than yourself?
In Jodo Shinshu, you don’t have to believe anything, give up anything, or change your life in any way.
You are all right just as you are. In Jodo Shinshu, you listen intently to the Dharma, pause and reflect, and look
inward to find the Truth that is inside of you. You are all right just as you are. In Jodo Shinshu, you simply
awaken to the Truth that Great Compassion and Wisdom has always embraced you, never to abandon you.
You are all right just as you are. In Jodo Shinshu, you learn to entrust everything, just as you are, to AllEmbracing Compassion and All-Inclusive Wisdom, the Buddha Amida. In Jodo Shinshu, you accept that your
birth in the Pure Land, just as you are, is already assured. You accept that your return to this world to help others in the way you truly aspire, is already assured.
In the single thought-moment when you awaken to the Truth, you transcend the Ego-Self and shinjin—
the Heart-and-Mind of Compassion and Wisdom of Amida—comes to you, and you become what you truly are.
The hardest thing to grasp in Jodo Shinshu is that you can’t do anything to “achieve” shinjin—the heart-andmind of the Buddha Amida comes to you naturally, as Life unfolds. Shinjin comes to you, just as you are. In
fact, the harder you try to “achieve” shinjin, the faster it slips from your grasp! To paraphrase the myōkōnin
Saichi, “You do not become Amida—Amida becomes you,” just as you are. In Jodo Shinshu, we say Namo
Amida Butsu in gratitude for the Great Compassion and Wisdom that saves us from ourselves not in spite of
our limitations, but precisely because of our fundamental selfishness, our silly humanness, our Ego-centric belief that we are the exception. Shinjin—the heart-and-mind of Amida’s Compassion and Wisdom—saves you,
just as you are. That’s why every morning when I look in the mirror, I ask myself, “Nembutsu ga deru ka
ne?!”
And that’s why Jodo Shinshu is for me.
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JUST SAY MAHALO
(Namo Amida Butsu)
I remember when my family came to this temple years ago. My daughter was
about 2 years old at that time. We sat in the back. There where 2 horses in the
Masusako pasture (now our Peach Lot Property) looking into the temple.
Diane Kosaka and her children were here. The Karimoto’s, Hamai’s, Higuchi’s,
Nakagawa’s , Marilyn and Lyman Morikawa with their children, just to name a few.
There were other members with their sons in Boys Scouts uniform. Sitting with them,
their little daughters joining in our Sunday Services.
I remember the old-time Sangha members like Mr. & Mrs. Yoshio Kijima, Sam and Marian
Morikawa, Mrs. Florence Sakai, Mrs. Yamamura (Ed and Carol’s mom), Haru, Mrs. Sets Asato, Mrs.
Charlotte Hamasaki, and Mrs. Magarifuji (Gayle Nakamae’s mom). And, cannot forget “Daikon Sally”
Kawahara. Also remember, Lei Matsumura, Betsy, Mrs. Taketa, Mrs. Doi and her daughter, Barbara. Barb
later brought her daughter, Emi, to Sunday Services.
So many people (members and non-members) came to help work and support our temple. They
came early in the morning and stayed until dark. The seniors worked so hard to pass on this temple
(including our Preschool).…..Just for Me.
I would like to thank all the temple ministers, council officers, advisors, directors, and chair persons,
past, present, and future leaders, for volunteering their time and energy….which are much appreciated.
In the past, members came to the temple during the mornings to make products for sale while
others came during the evening (leaving the children at home) to finish the work. The men folk used their
“know-how” construction knowledge to repair and maintain our temple facilities. Licensed contractors
where hired to do the hard jobs.
B-4 Days, members would think on how to raise money. They sold cookies, bread, pickle peaches,
sambaizuke, and chow fun. Our Garage Sale was started in our temple garage next to our Nokotsudo.
Members came out to make and sell things to pay for the temple’s operating expenses and to save money
for the future.
I remember our gas burners outside the old kitchen, boiling hot water to cook the raw chow fun
noodles. We washed hundreds of glass gallon jars to make ready to pack the peaches, sometimes 12 – 16
full barrels of salted peaches. Those days we made and sold over 1,000 gallons of pickle peaches.
Thank you and mahalo to all our Sangha members and friends for doing all that you do; otherwise,
I would not be here sitting in this beautiful temple, and enjoying our nice large kitchen facility to prepare
our meals. We also have a very spacious social hall to do social events and enjoy eating and socializing.
Thank you to all our affiliated organization: Cubs, Boys Scouts, Judo Club, Enhanced Fitness, BWA,
Sewing, Mahjong, they too enjoy utilizing our social hall. We also have a Dharma Leaning Center Corner
where one can read books about our religion. Oh, yeah….no forget our Movie Night with dinner once a
month for only $3.00 per person. Soon we will have a new kitchenette with new cabinets and sink in the
Social Hall.
How lucky we are. Truly!!! I ask all of you to continue supporting our temple for the future
generations of Makawao Buddhist Temple.
Please bring your families and friends to our Family Dharma Temple Services. Join us in our six
Major Services. You need not be Jodo Shin Buddhist. Just come as you are. Listen and hear the Dharma.
I ask all of you to take an active part of our wonderful Sangha.
Practice Buddhism each and every living day as we ALL seek for the truth and follow the path for
joy and happiness.
Mahalo and Namo Amida Butsu.

Floyd
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March 2020 & April 2020 Memorial Anniversaries
(Please call Temple Office to schedule your service—572-7229)

1st Year Memorial Service 2019
March 16 Florence Sumiko Yoshizu

1st Year Memorial service 2019
April - None

3rd Year Memorial Service 2018
March 19 James Masato Nakamoto

3rd Year Memorial Service 2018
April 02 Daniel Hisao Watanabe

7th Year Memorial Service 2014
March - None

7th Year Memorial Service 2014
April 15 Hisae Edith Watanabe

13th Year Memorial Service 2008
March 19 Masaaki Doi

13th Year Memorial Service 2008
April 03 Yasuro Tamashiro

17th Year Memorial Service 2004
March 13 Douglas Katsumi Nishida
March 29 Shizue Okumura

17th Year Memorial Service 2004
April 09 Kikue Sato
April 27 Tsuru Kono

25th Year Memorial Service 1996
March 19 Hideto Morikawa
March 24 Sakae Murashige
March 31 Zell John Kister

25th Year Memorial Service 1996
April 17 Masato Matsui
April 16 Sakae Kimura
April 27 Akira David Ito

33rd Year Memorial Service 1988
March - None

33rd Year Memorial Service 1988
April 08 Katsuko Matsumoto

50th Year Memorial Service 1971
March 15 Chiyoki Imamura
March 22 Jitsutaro Takakura

50th Year Memorial Service 1971
April - None
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Donations - Makawao Hongwanji Mission can operate only because of the generous donations from
many, many people. All donations are humbly received with sincere gratitude and appreciation. IF
YOU DO NOT WISH TO HAVE YOUR DONATION PRINTED IN THE NEWSLETTER, OR IF YOU
WISH TO HAVE YOUR DONATION LISTED AS ANONYMOUS, PLEASE INDICATE SO BY
ATTACHING A NOTE TO YOUR CONTRIBUTION.
Contributions January 20, 2020 to February 17, 2020

DONATION:
Asano Suizu
Michael and Alison Nakagawa
Michael and Alison Nakagawa – Facilities donation
In memory of James Tanaka – David Tanaka
In memory of Fred Nakawatase – Rev. Kerry and Mimy Kiyohara
In memory of Hatsuichi and Shizuko Nishiyama – Nora Nishiyama
In memory of Tsunezo and Sawayo Mizoguchi – Lon Mizoguchi and family, Ruth
Anisman and family
In memory of Mamoru Nakagawa – Jessie Castiel
OFUSE:
Memorial service for Florence Fuyuko, Robert and Teddy Taniguchi – Taniguchi family
100th day service for Setsuko Asato – Family of Setsuko Asato
17th year memorial service for Takayo Kawakami – Family of Takayo Kawakami
25th year memorial service for Masato Matsui – Family of Masato and Sen Matsui
33rd year memorial service for Sen Matsui – Family of Masato and Sen Matsui
NOKOTSUDO:
Toshio and Yvonne Kishi
William and Phyllis Campbell
Alice and George Fukushima
In memory of Roppiyakuda – Amy Mihara
In memory of Mihara family – Robert Mihara
In memory of Reed Nakamura – Lynn and Robert Tengan
NEWSLETTER:
Shirley Takahashi

MHBT DHARMA SCHOOL

The children created wreaths made up of Valentine hearts. They wrote

special words and phrases on the hearts to share with their loved ones. This activity focused on the
basic Buddhist teaching of love and compassion.
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MAKAWAO HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE
COUNCIL MEEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 9, 2020
Minister’s Report: Report submitted. Rev. Kerry highlighted the March 7 Shojin Ryori
(vegan cooking) class to be held at the temple kitchen as part of the HHMH Monshinto
Task Force.
Unfinished Business:
1.
Social Hall Rental Policy Revision: Tabled until Gail Hamai can attend meeting.
2.
Makawao Third Friday Town Party: Rev. Kerry informed us that February 21 will be the first
of the new series of Makawao Third Town Parties to be held at the Eddie Tam Center from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Food trucks and craft vendors will be on site. This event is not associated with the Makawao merchants’
group. Event will be held every other month due to limitations on grant money and volunteer scheduling.
Website is at https://www.makawaotownparty.com/ and Rev. Kerry is the Webmaster. MHBT will provide
overflow parking at $5 per car. Shuttle bus service between Eddie Tam Center and MHBT will be provided
at no charge by Ground Transportation, Inc. Rev. Kerry will confirm the bus schedule. Volunteers are needed to staff the temple’s parking lot and should be finished at 9:30 p.m.
New Business:
1.
Chochin Project 2020: Sharon Nagoshi showed us a sample of the Obon chochin (lanterns)
and the flyer announcing that for a one-time donation, folks can honor their departed loved ones by having
a name attached to a chochin. Chochin will be displayed on the temple grounds during our Obon festival
this year and every year to follow. The sample will be kept on display in the temple office. The flyer will be
distributed via email and with the newsletter. Sharon will also make announcements at Sunday services.
The 200 chochin were purchased with Nokotsudo funds. Deadline for requests will be June 15, 2020, in order to have time to prepare the chochin for Obon on July 24 and 25, 2020.
2.
2020 Central Maui Hanamatsuri Celebration at MHBT: Proposal was submitted by Karen
Ishizu and Jean Heselden to hold Central Maui Hanamatsuri at MHBT on April 3, 2022. Motion passed.
3.
Social Hall Use in March 2020 by State Dept. of Health at No Charge: Proposal was submitted by Rev. Kerry and Jean Heselden to allow use of the Social Hall by State Department of Health for a
community information meeting in March on the topic of “Alternatives to Cesspool Upgrade.” This is a onetime exception request to waive the use fee. Motion passed. Rev. Kerry will confirm date.
4.
2021 Buddhist Education Guest Speakers Budget: Rev. Kerry made motion to set 2021 Buddhist Education budget for guest speakers at major and special services in 2021. Motion passed.
5.
Social Hall Rental Rate and Regulations: Request by Gail Hamai to revise language regarding
placing an event on Temple’s Master Calendar was tabled until Gail an attend Council meeting.
6.
Walk-In Refrigeration: Awaiting for quote from A&I Refrigeration for refrigeration repair.
7.
Legislative Assembly in Honolulu Feb. 6-7, 2020: Oral reports made by delegates Floyd and
Jean, along with minister delegate Rev. Kerry.
Affiliate Organization:
BWA: BWA annual New Year’s Luncheon will be held on March 29, 2020.
Committee Reports:
1.
Buddhist Education: Rev. Kerry reported that he is now the Maui Commissioner for Office of
Buddhist Education. Grants to temples for Buddhist education are available, please apply.
2.
Activities Coordinator: Bobbi distributed MHBT 2020 activities calendar.
Continues on Page 8
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Continued from Page 7, Council Meetings Highlights

3.
Repairs & Maintenance: Although no longer the Director, Calvin reported that the binder
Paul Sentani requested with information about who to call when we need a plumber, electrician, etc., has
been completed and is in the temple office.
4.
Membership & Attendance: Rev. Kerry reported that attendance at Sunday services is increasing and that his presentation on February 5, 2020 at the Nisei Veterans Memorial Center on
“Buddhism in Everyday Life” is filled to capacity with 30 people.
5.
Funeral & Nokotsudo: Sharon Nagoshi reported that the fumigation is scheduled for
Wednesday and Thursday, February 12 and 13, 2020.
6.
Properties: Report submitted.
Announcements:
Kakuchou: Rev. Kerry reported that the work of transcribing names from old
handwritten kanji records, some as old as Meiji era, into modern language is continuing.
(Full Council Minutes and Reports can be obtained from Temple Office.)

MOVIE NITE

KNIVES OUT

WHEN:

Friday, March 27, 2020

WHERE:

Makawao Hongwanji Social Hall

TIME:

Dinner at 6 p.m. - Movie at 7 p.m.

COST:

$3 (free for children under 12)

A “whodunnit” mystery involving a debonair detective
and a dysfunctional family.
Sign-up list in temple office.
Social Hall Kitchenette Remodel
By: Jean Heselden

We will begin remodeling the kitchenette in the Social
Hall on March 9, 2020. Our goal is to have the job completed by
May 11, 2020, so Makawao Hongwanji will be ready to host
Maui’s Fujimatsuri celebration on Sunday May 17th.

From March 15th to early May, refreshments after Sunday
service will be served in the main kitchen. Supplies needed for
refreshments will be moved from the Social Hall into the kitchen on Sunday March 8th.
Cleaning products and other supplies will also be removed and stored elsewhere. The utility tables,
the current sink and its cabinet, and the pantry cabinet will be removed to make way for new cabinetry, the
stainless steel double sink with drainboards, and new countertops. A copy of the new layout will be posted
on the side of the refrigerator in the kitchen.
Many thanks to our planning committee for their help in moving this project forward. Special
thanks to Calvin Higuchi for his expert guidance and CAD drawings. MAHALO NUI LOA our Sangha for
your patience while the construction takes place and for your supporting this improvement project.
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TROOP 18 NEWS

Reverend Kerry Kiyohara shared the actual Boy Scout uniform that belonged to his father, Akira Kiyohara, when he
was a Boy Scout in 1944!

Masters of Ceremony, Ian Mantupar (right) and Tyler Daikoku
(left), did a great job at Troop 18’s Scout Sunday service on

Makawao Buddhist Temple’s very own Reverend Kerry Kiyohara delivered
a dynamic and inspirational presentation as guest speaker at Troop 18’s
Scout Sunday service on 2/2/2020! He shared his father’s experience as a
Boy Scout in a Japanese-American internment camp.

Troop 18 Boy Scouts, Xaden Nishimitsu
(trumpet) and Rielyn Domingo (piano) entertain
guests at Makawao Buddhist Temple’s Shinnen
Enkai on 1/26/2020.

Mahalo to Ned & Marivic Reyes for
opportunity to officiate the renewal
of wedding vows in front of the altar
to Amida and family. Ned & Marivic
are Rev. Kerry and Mimy’s oldest
friends as a couple with a history
going back 40 years!
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Jr YBA Newsletter March
2020
The Maui United Jr. YBA held their
car wash fundraiser on February 2
on the temple grounds. A big Mahalo
to all especially to the Makawao
Hongwanji Buddhist temple for
allowing us to have a successful
fundraiser! Thank you to those who
made generous donations as the
Jr’s. hand washed and cleaned the
cars!

HAWAII FEDERATION OF BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATIONS
The Federation Board and General Membership
meeting of the BWA will be held on March 7,
2020 at Jikoen Hongwanji beginning at 9:15 am.
Because this is a General Membership meeting,
all BWA members are welcome to attend. If you
have any questions, please contact Lois Toyama,
HFBWA president.
On March 7th, after the Federation and General
Membership meeting, we will be hosting a
Student Exchange Alumnae Reunion tea, also at Jikoen. We are gathering together women who have
participated in the BWA Student Exchange program to Japan for an afternoon of fun, fellowship, and food.
If you know of anyone who was not contacted, please notify Lois Toyama. Mahalo to Irene Nakamoto,
Barbara Brennan, and Caroline Otani who are serving on the planning committee.
Much gratitude to all who participated in BWA’s
marching units in the Martin Luther King, Jr. parade
in Honolulu and on Maui. Maui United had a large
contingent of BWA members, Dharma School
students, and families in their community’s
observance of Martin Luther King Day. On Oahu,
BWA members partnered with the Pacific Buddhist
Academy for the eighth year to march for peace and
equality. Hawaii Betsuin BWA folded cranes and
strung them on bamboo poles to carry in honor of
Mr. Norman Hirohata Goto who passed away in
December. Norman was an outstanding advocate for peace who marched with us in every parade carrying
his bamboo pole with cranes. The beautiful rainbow that arched over us as we walked was a beautiful sign
of peace.
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Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE
1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Phone: (808) 522-9200 Fax: (808) 522-9209
Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com Email: hqs@honpahi.org

BISHOP’S CORNER

February 2020
Four Great Significant Occasions in the Life of a Buddhist
Bishop Eric Matsumoto

As we observe Nirvana Day in February and Buddha Day (or Hanamatsuri) approaches reflecting on the life of Sakyamuni Buddha, we find 4 momentous occasions in his life. First, there is his birth as Prince Siddhartha Gautama on April 8th.
Secondly, there is the attaining of Enlightenment by the former Prince Siddhartha
Gautama on December 8th. Third, there is the Parinirvana of the Historic Buddha
on February 15th. Traditionally, these occasions are highlighted by what is known
as the 3 Great Services which commemorate very significant occasions in the life of
the Historic Buddha.
However, I would like to suggest that there is a fourth very significant occasion which is Sakyamuni Buddha’s
sharing of the Dharma (which traditionally does not have a date in Mahayana Buddhism). For simplicity’s
sake, I would like to select January 25th as that date based on the information that the enlightened Sakyamuni Buddha is said to have stood up from meditation 49 days after attaining enlightenment. After 49 days of
further reflection, the Historic Buddha moved by Great Compassion stood up from meditation with the aspiration to share the Dharma with others.
Examining the life of Shinran Shonin, I see a pattern too. He was born as Matsuwakamaro Hino. Though it is
not enlightenment, he takes refuge in the Pure Land Teachings. Then, at the age of 90, he attains birth in
Amida Buddha’s Pure Land and thus attains Enlightenment or Nirvana. Although selecting a precise date
might be hard the date traditionally used for the establishment of Jodo Shinshu could be interpreted as
Shinran Shonin’s sharing of the Great Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha with others.
As you may have surmised, I am emphasizing the sharing of the Dharma and/or one’s Joy of the Dharma as
an important part of the life of all Buddhists. For Jodo Shin Buddhists by virtue of Shinjin or the Mind of True
Entrusting that we received from Amida Buddha, the wish or aspiration to attain Buddhahood and also wishing for others to also attain enlightenment arises within us.
My conclusion is that these 4 occurrences are common to life of all Buddhists. We are all born. We all encounter the Dharma or Teachings. We all wish to share the Dharma and/or the happiness, joy or tranquility
which we are experiencing with others wishing to enter into a life of enlightenment together. Then, finally,
we all attain the Great Nirvana which in Jodo Shinshu expressed as birth in the Pure Land of Enlightenment at
the end of this finite life. For all Buddhists, I would think the thought is that these Teachings are too precious
and valuable to keep for only oneself. It should be shared with others so others can experience great peace,
Continued on Page 12
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Continued from Page 11, Bishop’s Corner

happiness and tranquility too. In the case of Shinran Shonin too, his joyous experience of gratefully finding
himself embraced and never forsaken by Amida Buddha is something so precious and rare that he wants to
share it with others. For we, Jodo Shin Buddhists, we don’t become enlightened like Sakyamuni Buddha in
this life, but rather at the very end of this life we enter into enlightenment with our birth into the Pure Land
and all of it is made possible not by my own effort, but by the Great Unconditional Compassion of Amida
Buddha based on the 18th Vow.
The sharing of the Nembutsu Teachings is a natural process or outcome of encountering Great Wisdom and
Compassion or attaining Shinjin or Mind of True Entrusting. It is not contrived, but a natural sharing of the
Joy and Peace of the Buddha-Dharma. To me, a Jodo Shin Buddhist inspired by the Great Compassion of Amida Buddha and out of gratitude humbly reaches out to others as did Shinran Shonin, fully knowing or realizing how incapable I am of exhibiting anything close to Sakyamuni Buddha’s achievements and accomplishments, but there is a sincere aspiration which aspires/hopes/wishes that others too can experience these
wonderful Nembutsu Teachings. Again, I would express or explain that Shinran Shonin was “Responding in
Gratitude” to Amida Buddha’s immense compassion. He wanted to share his awareness, his joy, his gratitude
of Namo Amida Butsu with others and we should too!
As a closing reflection, I would like to share a quote of Shinran Shonin. “I praise Amida’s wisdom and virtue,
So that beings with mature conditions throughout the ten quarters (of the Universe) may hear. Let those
who have already realized shinjin, Constantly respond in gratitude to the Buddha’s benevolence.”
Namo Amida Butsu, Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion
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MHBT BWA MARCHES INTO SPRING
By: Marilyn

MARCH is coming. 1-2-3-4, let’s MARCH into BWA activities. Hope everybody had a nice
holiday season and “relaxing” beginning to the New Year 2020. Now it’s time to get together. “Reaching out to others, Sharing a smile and gentle words, Always calling out with Aloha.” (taken from message of Monshu Kojun Ohtani)
March 15, Sunday – Hale Makua Kahului Bingo. 1:30 in activities room. If you’d like to donate any
useful items that can be given as prizes, please drop them off at the office. Please come join in seeing the
happy faces of the ladies and gentlemen who wave their hands “BINGO.” We will have visitation to the
rooms afterwards. See Marilyn or Karen if you have questions.
March 29, Sunday – The FUN time you’ve been waiting for….. plus food, friends,
fellowship. BWA New Years Luncheon at 5 Palms Restaurant in Kihei, 11:45 am. Select a
salad or sandwich for $20, free for those 80 years and older. Sign up for bus by March 8
since MEO needs names of passengers. Sign up in church office and please pay Bobbi.
Check with Diane or Karen if you have questions.
April 18, Saturday – Maui United BWA Spring General Assembly is at Wailuku Hongwanji. It will be a
Community SOUP Project by the SOUPER Women of BWA. Bring SOUP or CANNED GOODS for Maui Food
Bank. Yes, we CAN make a SOUPER impact, Cuz we’re MMMMMM good!
April 26, Sunday – Eshinni/Kakushinni Day with Guest Speaker Rev. Yuika Hasebe. Please come to
Sunday Family Service.
“The more we GET TOGETHER, the HAPPIER we’ll be.” ”It’s a BEAUTIFUL SUNDAY or ANYDAY.”

Aloha from the Membership Committee. This is a friendly reminder to pay
your membership dues (in full or in part) by Sept. 7, 2020 or sooner.
Membership dues are $300/year or $25/month. Mahalo if you have already paid.
(P.S. You are not officially a *sustaining member [dues-paying] until dues are paid in full or in part.)
*Sustaining Membership Benefits

As Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, our greatest benefit is the gift of the Teachings (Dharma) and the opportunity
to live a life of Nembutsu, peace, compassion, and gratitude. Additionally, as a Sustaining Member, these
other benefits are available to you:
Immediate access to ministerial services
Voting rights at general membership meetings
Opportunity to be a part of administrative management
Monthly newsletter
Honpa Hongwanji Mission calendar (please request calendar on Update Form)
Priority enrollment of your child at Makawao Hongwanji Preschool (member at least 2 years)
Use of facilities
Discounted fees for temple services and ceremonies
Opportunity to reserve a niche in the columbarium
Priority enrollment in the Enhanced Fitness Program
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March – April 2020
Sun
1

Mon
9:00 am 2
8:30 am
Chanting

First Sunday
Dharma Family
Service
& Children’s
Dharma School

6:00 to 8:45 pm

Judo

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3
8:30 am
Fitness Prog

4 No Chanting

5

6 No Chanting

7

2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch

8:30 am
Fitness Prog
6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo

8
9:00 am 9
8:30 am 10
8:30 am 11
8:30 am 12
8:30 am
Fitness Prog
Family Service Chanting
Fitness Prog
Chanting
6:00 to 8:45 pm

Judo

2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch
6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo8:30 am

2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch

15
9:00 am 16
8:30 am 17
8:30 am 18
8:30 am
Chanting
Family Service Chanting
Fitness Prog

19

8:30 am
Fitness Prog

8:30 am ~ 1: 00 pm

1:30 pm BWA
Hale Makua
Kahului Bingo

Sewing Class

6:00 to 8:30 am

6:00 to 8:45 pm
Kula Hospital
Judo
Monthly Service
10:00 am ~ 11:00 am

Judo

22
9:00 am 23 8:30 am
Spring Higan
Chanting
Service
6:00 to 8:45 pm

Judo

24
8:30 am 25
8:30 am
Fitness Prog
Chanting
2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch

29
9:00 am
Memorial Bell
Service

30
8:30 am 31
8:30 am
Chanting
Fitness Prog

11:45 am BWA

6:00 to 8:45 pm

Judo

2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch

Mon

Tue

New Year’s Lunchon

Sun

Wed

Sewing Class

5

9:00 am 6
8:30 am 7
8:30 am
Chanting
Fitness Prog

Central Maui
Hanamatsuri

(Velma McWayne
Santos Community
Center)

6:00 to 8:45 pm

Judo

8
8:30 am
Chanting

8:30 am
Fitness Prog

13
8:30 am 14
8:00 am
Clean-up
Chanting
“Pukalani”
(3/12)
8:30 am
9:30 am ~ 12:00 pm
Fitness Prog
Senior Program
20
8:30 am 21
8:00 am
Nokotsudo Cleaning
Chanting
“Pukalani”
8:30
am
10:00 am ~ 11:00 am
Roselani Monthly
Fitness Prog
Service

8:30 am
Fitness Prog
2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch
6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo

27
8:30 am 28
8:00 am
Clean-up
Chanting
“Pukalani”
8:30 am
Fitness Prog

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch
6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo

9

8:30 am
Fitness Prog
2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch
6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo

2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch

Vegan Workshop

“Pukalani”

26

1
8:30 am 2
8:30 am
Fitness Prog
Chanting
8:30 am ~ 1: 00 pm

(3/7)
10:00 am ~

8:00 am

Nokotsudo Cleaning

8:30 am
Chanting

8:00 am

Nokotsudo Cleaning

“Makawao”
8:30 am
Fitness Prog

10
8:30 am 11
8:00 am
Clean-up
Chanting
“Makawao”
(4/9)
8:30 am
9:30 am ~ 12:00 pm
Fitness Prog
Senior Program

12
9:00 am 13
8:30 am 14
8:30 am 15
8:30 am
Chanting
Hanamatsuri
Chanting
Fitness Prog
Service
6:00 to 8:30 am 2:45/3:30 pm
&
10:00 am ~ 11:00 am
First Sunday Service
Judo
Japanese Sch
Kula Hospital
Dharma School

16

8:30 am
Fitness Prog
2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch
6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo

17
8:30 am 18
8:00 am
Nokotsudo Cleaning
Chanting
“Makawao”
10:00 am ~ 11:00 am 8:30 am
Roselani Monthly
Fitness Prog

19
9:00 am 20 8:30 am
Family Service Chanting

23

24
8:30 am 25
8:00 am
Clean-up
Chanting
“Makawao”
8:30 am
Fitness Prog

Monthly Service

6:00 to 8:45 pm

Judo

26
9:00 am 27
8:30 am
Eshin-ni /
Chanting
Kakusgun-ni
Service 6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo

21
8:30 am 22
8:30 am
Fitness Prog
Chanting
2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch
28
8:30 am 29
8:30 am
Fitness Prog
Chanting
2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch

8:30 am
Fitness Prog
2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch
6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo

Service

30

8:30 am
Fitness Prog
2:45/3:30 pm
Japanese Sch
6:00 to 8:45 pm
Judo
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