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Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 22, 2020

Welcome!
Welcome to worship at Immanuel! We are a Reconciling in Christ / Open and Affirming
Congregation, welcoming all persons to worship at God’s table of communion. Worship takes on
many varied postures and you are invited to allow worship to flow through your body in whatever
way the Spirit moves; sitting, standing, kneeling, singing, shouting, humming, dancing, etc. We
receive it all as praise! You are invited to fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card, found in your
bulletin, and place it in the offering plate.
We welcome infants and children as participants in our worship, and encourage you to position
screens so that your children are able to see and participate.
Following worship, please join us for Children’s Church in the Zoom room. The parish hall and
accessible restrooms are located in the basement reached by stairs or elevator. Gender neutral
bathrooms are available and located in the office hallway and in the parish hall.
We invite you to weekly worship:
Sundays at 10:30 am via Facebook, YouTube and InstaGram

is cancelled for the remainder of the month of March.
March is Women’s History Month
During this month our readings will include one sacred text from the voice of a femme prophet.
Also, most music in worship has been created by women artists. We give thanks for these voices
and the message they have for us. This week we hear from the Poet Mary Oliver.
Look for daily posts on social media by finding the hashtag #40DaysMore.
The handle for Immanuel is @ImmanuelSeattle. You can find us on
Facebook, Twitter and now, on Instagram. Add your thoughts and
reflections to the conversation we are having with folx across the country.
And don’t miss the Wednesday 11am Online reflection on Facebook with
Pastor Priscilla and Music Director, Jennifer Faul.

Following worship:
● Children’s Church via Zoom
Meeting ID: 320 701 623
One tap mobile +16699006833,,320701623# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,320701623# US (Houston)
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GATHERING ____________________________________________
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
WELCOME
GREETING
One: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed
and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters.
Many: Amen.
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

"Only by Our Lonesome"

Nate Crary

Many: We confess that we cannot do it all
only by our lonesome, only by our lonesome.
There is space between where we put a wall
only by our lonesome, only by our lonesome.
Won’t you knock down all the walls that we built stable?
Tip them over and restore them into sturdy dinner tables.
We confess that we cannot free ourselves
only by our lonesome, only by our lonesome.
And despite our best we get overwhelmed
only by our lonesome, only by our lonesome.
Won’t you knock down all the walls that we built stable?
Tip them over and restore them into sturdy dinner tables.
We confess that we cannot find our way
only by our lonesome, only by our lonesome.
Please, forgive our sins, reignite our flame,
only by our lonesome, only by our lonesome.
Won’t you knock down all the walls that we built stable?
Tip them over and restore them into sturdy dinner tables.
WORDS OF PROMISE & PARDON DISRUPT WORSHIP PROJECT, ADAPTED BY P. PARIS-AUSTIN
One:
Hear the good news! Jesus came to call us to repentance.
Jesus died that we might be forgiven.
Jesus was resurrected that we might know eternal life.
In his name, your sins are forgiven. Turn towards God and sin no more.
Many: Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
One: Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Creator of us all, …we pray.
Many: Amen.

WORD___________________________________________________________________
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
READING:

Jonah 4:1-4, 10b-11 (CEV)

For the whole story, check out Jonah 3 & 4 (full chapters)
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Jonah
4:1 Jonah was really upset and angry. 2 So he prayed:
Our Lord, I knew from the very beginning that you wouldn’t destroy Nineveh. That’s why I
left my own country and headed for Spain. You are a kind and merciful God, and you are
very patient. You always show love, and you don’t like to punish anyone, not even foreigners.
3 Now let me die! I’d be better off dead.
4 The Lord replied, “What right do you have to be angry?”
10b You are concerned about a vine that you did not plant or take care of, a vine that grew up
in one night and died the next. 11 In that city of Nineveh there are more than a hundred twenty
thousand people who cannot tell right from wrong, and many cattle are also there. Don’t you
think I should be concerned about that big city?
L:
PSALM

Word of God. Word of life.

C:

Thanks be to God.

“Sustain the Weary with a Word” (Eric H.F. Law) in back of bulletin

SECOND READING:
I Worried by Mary Oliver
a reading from the poet Mary Oliver
I worried a lot. Will the gardens grow, will the rivers
flow in the right direction, will the earth turn
as it was taught, and if not how shall
I correct it?
Was I right, was I wrong, will I be forgiven,
can I do better?
Will I ever be able to sing, even the sparrows
can do it and I am, well,
hopeless.
Is my eyesight fading or am I just imagining it,
am I going to get rheumatism,
lockjaw, dementia?
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Finally, I saw that worrying had come to nothing.
And I gave it up. And took my old body
and went out into the morning
and sang.

L: Word of God. Word of life.

C:

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Welcome the Gospel
refrain only of “Lead Me guide Me”

GOSPEL:

#768

John 9:1-41 (CEV)

The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness
to the things of God.
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind since birth. 2 Jesus' disciples asked,
“Teacher, why was this man born blind? Was it because he or his parents sinned?”
3 “No, it wasn’t!” Jesus answered. “But because of his blindness, you will see God work a
miracle for him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do what the one who sent me wants me to do.
When night comes, no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light for the world.”
6 After Jesus said this, he spit on the ground. He made some mud and smeared it on the man’s
eyes. 7 Then he said, “Go and wash off the mud in Siloam Pool.” The man went and washed in
Siloam, which means “One Who Is Sent.” When he had washed off the mud, he could see.
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8 The man’s neighbors and the people who had seen him begging wondered if he really could be
the same man. 9 Some of them said he was the same beggar, while others said he only looked like
him. But he told them, “I am that man.”
10 “Then how can you see?” they asked.
11 He answered, “Someone named Jesus made some mud and smeared it on my eyes. He told me
to go and wash it off in Siloam Pool. When I did, I could see.”
12 “Where is he now?” they asked.
“I don’t know,” he answered.
13-14 The day when Jesus made the mud and healed the man was a Sabbath. So the people took
the man to the Pharisees. 15 They asked him how he was able to see, and he answered, “Jesus
made some mud and smeared it on my eyes. Then after I washed it off, I could see.”
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus doesn’t come from God. If he did, he would not
break the law of the Sabbath.”
Others asked, “How could someone who is a sinner work such a miracle?”
Since the Pharisees could not agree among themselves, 17 they asked the man, “What do you say
about this one who healed your eyes?”
“He is a prophet!” the man told them.
18 But the Jewish leaders would not believe that the man had once been blind. They sent for his
parents 19 and asked them, “Is this the son that you said was born blind? How can he now see?”
20 The man’s parents answered, “We are certain that he is our son, and we know that he was born
blind. 21 But we don’t know how he got his sight or who gave it to him. Ask him! He is old
enough to speak for himself.”
22-23 The man’s parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. The leaders had
already agreed that no one was to have anything to do with anyone who said Jesus was the
Messiah.
24 The leaders called the man back and said, “Swear by God to tell the truth! We know that Jesus
is a sinner.”
25 The man replied, “I don’t know if he is a sinner or not. All I know is that I used to be blind,
but now I can see!”
26 “What did he do to you?” the Jewish leaders asked. “How did he heal your eyes?”
27 The man answered, “I have already told you once, and you refused to listen. Why do you want
me to tell you again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
28 The leaders insulted the man and said, “You are his follower! We are followers of Moses. 29
We are sure that God spoke to Moses, but we don’t even know where Jesus comes from.”
30 “How strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you don’t know where he comes
from. 31 We know that God listens only to people who love and obey him. God doesn’t listen to
sinners. 32 And this is the first time in history that anyone has ever given sight to someone born
blind. 33 Jesus could not do anything unless he came from God.”
34 The leaders told the man, “You have been a sinner since the day you were born! Do you think
you can teach us anything?” Then they said, “You can never come back into any of our meeting
places!”
35 When Jesus heard what had happened, he went and found the man. Then Jesus asked, “Do you
have faith in the Son of Man?”
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36 He replied, “Sir, if you will tell me who he is, I will put my faith in him.”
37 “You have already seen him,” Jesus answered, “and right now he is talking with you.”
38 The man said, “Lord, I put my faith in you!” Then he worshiped Jesus.
39 Jesus told him, “I came to judge the people of this world. I am here to give sight to the blind
and to make blind everyone who can see.”
40 When the Pharisees heard Jesus say this, they asked, “Are we blind?”
41 Jesus answered, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty. But now that you claim to see,
you will keep on being guilty.”
The gospel concludes: The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon
HYMN

Rev. Priscilla Paris-Austin

“You Dear Lord” (# 702)

in back of bulletin

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
One: God of living water…Hear us, O God.
Many: Your mercy is great
One: According to your steadfast love…through Christ our Savior.
Many: Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We will be practicing a “No-Touch” Passing of the Peace, using a respectful bow, hand across
the heart, a wave or other gesture. Feel free to walk around the sanctuary, while practicing
social distancing or remain in your pew.
At the sound of the chime, please return to your seats as the ushers collect the offering.
GATHERING OF GIFTS
The Offering is received. Please place your Welcome to Worship in the offering plate or use our
digital formats to give and share your prayer petitions.
OFFERING HYMN

“You Are Mine”

(# 581)

in back of bulletin

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends. Prepare us to witness to
your goodness with every gift you have given us to share, that all people may know your
peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING_________________________________________________________
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world as servants of healing, justice and peace.
LORD’S PRAYER
Recognizing that the reign of God is more about loving relationships than ruling, we conjure an
image of Jesus’ kinship by using the word kin_dom, and calling to God as Abba/Imma, or
Father/Mother in Hebrew.
One; Savior, remember us in your kin_dom and teach us to pray.
Many: Abba/Imma in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kin_dom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kin_dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
One: Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation.
Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, ☩ bless you, unbind you,
and send you in love and in peace.
Many: AMEN
SENDING SONG

“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”

in back of bulletin

COMMUNITY TIME
DISMISSAL
One: Go in peace. Let your light shine.

Many: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
+

+

+

Copyrights: Bulletin Cover "Cosmos4" from by Richard Caemmerer Used by permission. Readings: Contemporary
English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society. Only By Our Lonesome Copyright © 2014 Nate
Crary, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Words of Promise and Pardon Disrupt Worship Project, adapted by P. Paris-Austin
Sustain the Weary with a Word Text: E. Law, license # 20200309ILC. Second Reading from "I Worried” by Mary
Oliver. Lead Me, Guide Me refrain Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995. Music: Doris Akers. Text and music©1953 Doris
Akers, admin, Unichappell Music, Inc. You, Dear Lord Text: Anonymous; tr. Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000.
Music:Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923. English text ©1982 Hope Publishing Co. Music © Lutheran World Federation.
You Are Mine Text: David Haas b. 1957. Music: David Haas. Text and music © GIA Publications, Inc. Agent, 7404 S.
Mason Ave, Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights Reserved. Used by permission. Awake,
O Sleeper, Rise from Death Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984. Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829. Text © 1980
Augsburg Publishing House.. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706838
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SERVING TODAY

Priscilla Paris-Austin
Stacy Kitahata
Jennifer Faul
Barbara Byrne Alver
Richard Cammerer

SERVING NEXT WEEK

Presiding Minister
Assisting Minister
Music Director/Accompanist
Lector
Bulletin Cover Art

Priscilla Paris-Austin
Sherianne Caldwell
Jennifer Faul
Karen Wahlstrom
Richard Caemmerer

A word about biblical translations
It is common practice in the ELCA to use the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of
Scripture. Pastor Priscilla will sometimes lift up other translations to provide a fresh perspective
on what may be a familiar text. We are now using the Contemporary English Version (CEV)
because it will be the translation of choice for the 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering. As we prepare to
send young people to the Gathering we are tuning our ears to this translation.
In Our Prayers:
Community ILC members: For our time as Immanuel in Exile; for the families of Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women; People in our Cascade neighborhood; workers at Swedish
hospitals.
Current Events all of us impacted by the present outbreak of COVID-19
(coronavirus)outbreak in Washington state, across the country and around the world;
communities impacted by gun violence; especially, South Holland IL, Rosedale MD, Chester
PA, New Orleans (Algiers) LA, Rockford IL, Saginaw MI, Moncure NC, Springfield MO,
Baltimore MD, Jacksonville FL; for justice with equity in places of revolt and protest,
especially Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Haiti, Hong Kong, Iraq, Lebanon,
Venezuela; for peace that is justice in Syria, Turkey, Iran, Iraq and in Palestine Israel,
especially Gaza; for wisdom and compassion in the hearts of world leaders to move us all in a
spirit of peace; Jose R. and others caught up in our dysfunctional immigration system, and their
families; refugees from all parts of the world, those in the care of our Lutheran Health
ministries, especially, the Josephine Center and Columbia Lutheran Home.
Grief all those dragged by grief and sorrow, Jewel T and family.
Health Concerns Alex R.; Ana Marie; Bill M.; Cynthia F.; Rev Eldon Olson; Emily & Joe K.;
Hannah E; Jason B.; John H.; Joslyn & Elise; Marvin R-L.; Pamela H.; Pastor Ron Melver;
Piersen; Sierra J; those undergoing cancer treatment at the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
(SCCA).
Homebound for caregivers and all those who are homebound; Bron T.; Claudia E; Laurie M.;
Ministry ICS Staff, Board and volunteers; our ecumenical partnerships for justice and equity in
the world; the United Methodist Church, especially their LGBTQIA+ clergy, leaders and
members; Congregations in transition, especially our sister church Central Lutheran.
Other Andrew, Arabel & Aielen; C. Joyce J.; Carl & Jane N.; I & M and family; John; Josh L;
Noelle B.; Thomas M. & Rozel V.; those coping with and healing from domestic violence.
Alumni of ICS Recovery Shelter & other programs; Andy S.; men in recovery at Immanuel;
women next door at Compass Cascade and their families.
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To share a prayer concern with the Immanuel prayer chain, please phone Maryann Lund,
425/512-9075 or 206/565-9896 or jandmlund@gmail.com. To share a confidential prayer
concern, email the Pastor directly at pastor@immanuelseattle.org or leave her a message on her
Google voice number: 425-954-7293.
________________________
#FaithfulDisruptors
Friday, March 22 - Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758
A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great preacher. Though his
most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was more concerned with God's love. He
served both as missionary to the Housatonic people in Massachusetts, and as president of the
future Princeton University
Sunday, March 24 - Óscar Romero (15 August 1917 – 24 March 1980; El Salvador):
Roman Catholic, Archbishop of El Salvador, human rights activist, and martyr. Romero was
deeply concerned with injustices evident toward the poor and powerless in El Salvador, and
worked forthrightly against political repression. He was assassinated while presiding at the
eucharist in a chapel near the cathedral in San Salvador.
Monday, March 25 - Kosuke Koyama (10 December 1929 – 25 March 2009; Japan):
Protestant theologian, author of Water Buffalo Theology (1971) and Three Mile an Hour God
(1979)
Annunciation of Our Lord
Nine months before Christmas we celebrate the annunciation, in which the angel Gabriel
announced to Mary that she would give birth to the Son of God. The ancient church believed that
this was also the date of the world's creation and of Jesus' death on the cross.
Tuesday, March 26 - Richard Allen (14 February 1760 – 26 March 1831 AfricanAmerican):
Minister and writer, founder the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME)
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Immanuel will be joining with SlateProject.org for our Lenten Discipline
Look for daily posts on social media, our handle in all places is
@ImmanuelSeattle. Add your thoughts and reflections to the conversation we
will be having with folx across the country. Daily verses and word prompts
below.
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IMMANUEL VISION FOR MISSION
Immanuel – celebrating Christ’s abundant presence
In our lives, neighborhood and world
IMMANUEL CORE VALUES
As people called to be Christ’s living presence in the world,
we value and are guided by our commitment to:
*
*
*
*
*

celebrate and share God’s love
invite and welcome all
build relationships, nurture community
rekindle hope
expect God’s love to change us
THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL

MONDAY
(23)
11:00 am Food Bank

WEDNESDAY (25)
7:00 am Holden Evening Prayer
via Facebook /YouTube & InstaGram

TUESDAY (24)
1:00 pm ILC/ICS Staff via Zoom SATURDAY (28)
6:00 pm ICS Board
11:00 am Community Lunch prep
____________________

NEXT SUNDAY (Mar 29)
10:30 am Worship
via Facebook/YouTube/IG
12:00 pm Community Lunch

Bulletin Cover artist
Richard Caemmerer was an artist and art educator who illuminated the divine in everyday life.
Together with his wife Liz, he founded the Grunewald Guild in Plain, WA to celebrate the
relationship between art, faith, and community. He was a Professor of Fine Arts and Chair of the
Department of Art at Valparaiso University as well as President of Christian Art Associates,
Vice-President of the National Institute for Contemporary Ecclesiastical Art, and Chair of the
Fine Arts Commission of the Lutheran Society for Worship, Music & Art. As a visual artist,
Richard created stained glass, sculpture, fresco, and tapestry for over 600 churches throughout the
U.S. and internationally. One of his most beloved paintings, The Laughing Jesus, hangs in the
back of our church. Kathie Bach is his daughter.
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