
 

 

 Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness and 
Advancing Innovation Act 

 
 
CONGRESSIONAL ACTION – PAHPA AND HHS AUTHORITIES: 
 
HHS has broad legal authorities to respond to health emergencies and provide assistance to states 
and localities to control epidemics, including: 
 

§ Quarantine and Isolation Authority 
 

§ Public Health Emergency Declaration Authorities 
 

§ Authorities authorized and reauthorized in PAHPA 
 
On June 24, 2019, the President signed the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness and 
Advancing Innovation Act (PAHPAIA). The bill passed the House unanimously by voice vote on 
June 4, 2019, which reauthorized our nation’s public health preparedness and response programs to 
give our federal, state, and local officials the tools they need to respond quickly and effectively to 
ongoing threats. 
 

§ Reauthorizes our nation’s public health preparedness and response programs. 
 

§ Bolsters the nation’s health security strategy, strengthens the country’s emergency response 
workforce, helps coordinate multiple health entities, and accelerates the advanced research, 
development, and federal purchasing of medical countermeasures. 

 
§ Creates a framework for how the Department Health and Human Services (HHS) leads public 

health emergency preparedness and response. 
 

§ Established an Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) to advise the 
HHS secretary on federal public health and medical preparedness and response, oversee the 
development of countermeasures, and provide logistical support for federal responses to 
public health emergencies. 

 
§ Authorizes programs and initiatives concerning medical surge capacity at health facilities and 

the capacity of states and localities to prepare for and respond to public health emergencies. 


