House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis — Top Line Information

On April 2, 2020, Speaker Pelosi announced the creation of the “House Select Committee on
the Coronavirus Crisis.” Speaker Pelosi appointed Democrat Whip James Clyburn to lead
this select panel, which will be a subcommittee of the Oversight and Reform Committee.

A special panel dedicated to coronavirus oversight would be a redundant use of taxpayer
dollars designed to fit Speaker Pelosi’s political purposes. There are currently eight oversight
mechanisms to oversee the Federal government’s response to the crisis:

1.

House Oversight & Reform Committee - Under House Rules, the House Oversight and
Reform Committee has jurisdictional authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time.”

Other House Committees - The legislative committees of jurisdiction who drafted the
CARES Act know how the programs are supposed to work.

Congressional Oversight Commission - The CARES Act created the Congressional
Oversight Commission—a five-member bipartisan commission that is tasked with
conducting oversight over the Department of the Treasury and the Board of Governors
for the Federal Reserve System’s application of the CARES Act.

Pandemic Response Accountability Committee - The CARES Act created the Pandemic
Response Accountability Committee within the Council on the Inspectors General on
Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE).

Inspectors General - The inspectors general from the relevant agencies also have the
ability to conduct audits and investigations related to the pandemic response.

Special Inspector General for Pandemic Recovery - The legislation also established a
Special Inspector General for Pandemic Recovery, or SIGPR.

Government Accountability Office (GAO) - Under the CARES Act, GAO received an
additional $20 million in funding, which it plans to spend on hiring auditors and experts
to aid in the Office’s work related to the federal government’s coronavirus response.

Department of Justice and Federal Trade Commission - The Department of Justice and
the Federal Trade Commission are looking into fraudulent activity during the pandemic.

With all these existing oversight resources, there is simply no compelling need for a new
select committee. The select committee is just another attempt by the Democrats to push their
one-sided, partisan attacks against the President for political gain.
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