Oldest Tree is the White Mountains Bristlecone Pine ~ Approximate Date: 3,050 B.C.
Location: White Mountains, California

360-degree panorama from the summit of Mount Mitchell, North Carolina

View from Mount Mitchell. At 6,684 ft (2,037 m), Mount Mitchell in North Carolina
is the highest peak east of the Mississippi River, and the highest of the Appalachian Mountains.
~ note the Mt. Mitchell Summit Road going down to the Blue Ridge Parkway (on left in valley).

The Appalachians, some of the oldest mountains in the world, first formed roughly 480 million years
ago during the Ordovician Period. They once reached elevations similar to those of the Alps and the
Rocky Mountains before experiencing natural erosion. The Appalachian Trail follows the “high ridge of
the Appalachians”, as much as possible, from Maine to Georgia.

Sunrise in the Smoky Mountains National Park, north on the A. T. from Newfound Gap.

~ above: The Milkey Way as seen from under the Clingmans Dome Observation Tower !

The Clingmans Dome Tower, highest mountain in the Great Smokys National Park and highest altitude
on the Appalachian Trail; the A. T. crosses the summit at the bottom of the tower’s ramp. Mt. LeConte is
seen to the left under the tower ramp, with the ridge running right (northeast) to the next highest ridge
spot, Mt. Guyot ~ to its right across the valley of Big Creek is Mt. Sterling, (highest tent site in the Park) !

Bay-breasted Warbler/Anita Mueller.
Katahdin Woods & Rivers National Monument is quickly becoming known as a birding hotspot particularly for the rarer
boreal species. Spanning three ecoregions with a complex matrix of microclimates, the monument provides breeding
habitat for an exceptionally wide diversity of bird species. Located at the southern range for several boreal species, the

monument provides excellent breeding habitat for Black-backed Woodpecker, Boreal Chickadee, Canada Jay, Rusty
Blackbird and Spruce Grouse, as well as, Blackpoll and Bay-breasted Warblers

Black-Capped Chickadee (left) & Boreal Chickadee (upper right)

Canada Jay Perched on Stacked Snow Shoes

Spruce Grouse

Blackpoll Warbler

Rusty Blackbird

Katahdin ~ view from Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument
F.Y.I. ~ see video, click on, https://themainehighlands.com/story/katahdin-woods-waters-national-monument

Young Moose at Sandy Stream Pond, Baxter State Park, Maine

Katahdin, northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail ~ view across Millinocket Lake

APPALACHIAN TRAIL MUSEUM UPDATES, March 12, 2020
by Robert “RED WOLF o’da SMOKY’S” Croyle - Membership Secretary – Editor - Board Member
~ photos contributed by many in the hiker-community

The Appalachian Trail Museum Society

Heading into 2020, we thank you for your volunteer and financial support of our A. T. Museum.
The past year has seen one tremendous success after another, all that together helps to fulfill
our mission as The Museum of the Appalachian Trail. Your generous help made this possible.
We have plans going into the immediate future that will require your continued, ongoing support
for our Museum’s future success ~ with your help, we will be able to confidently accomplish all
we have in the plans for 2020. MANY THANKS . ~ The Appalachian Trail Museum Society
F.Y.I. ~ to view future plans, click on, 2019 PROGRESS REPORT
F.Y.I. ~ to view our mission statement, click on, MISSION STATEMENT
F.Y.I. ~ to receive our newsletter, click on & complete with name and email only, SUBSCRIBE

MUSEUM REOPENS FOR 2020 SEASON APRIL 4, 2020
Admission to the A. T. Museum presently is “by appointment only”.
Email request to Samuel Shank, Museum Manager
at manager@atmuseum.org
We are located at 1120 Pine Grove Road, Gardners, Pa in Pine Grove Furnace State Park
F. Y. I. ~ DIRECTIONS & LODGING (NO ADMISSION FEE EVER ~ DONATIONS APPRECIATED )
MAP OF PENNSYLVANIA

PINE GROVE FURNACE STATE PARK LOCATION IS THE GREEN TREE SYMBOL ABOVE

Museum Hours for 2020
Saturday, April 4th – Sunday, May 3rd:

Noon to

4:00PM - Weekends Only

Monday, May 4th – Sunday, July 12th:

Monday, July 13th – Sunday, August 16th:

Wednesday, August 19th – Saturday, October 31st:

9:00am to

Noon to

Noon to

4:00PM - Every Day

4:00PM - Every Day

4:00pm - Wed. Thru Sunday

(Open Labor Day Monday, September 7th) and, (Columbus Day Monday, October 12th )

Mission: The Appalachian Trail Museum Society serves the Appalachian Trail community by telling
the stories of the founding, construction, preservation, maintenance, protection, and enjoyment of
the Trail since its creation. The Museum will collect, preserve, and interpret materials relevant to
these subjects in an effort to portray not only the history of the Trail, but also the essence of the
physical, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual human experience of the Appalachian environment and
the culture of hiking.
Our mission statement is reflected in the Museum that is located in Pennsylvania's Pine Grove
Furnace State Park, close to the midpoint of the Appalachian Trail, the Museum is halfway between
Maine and Georgia. Appropriately, the Museum is housed in a building that is itself a historical
artifact, a structure built more than two hundred years ago as a grist mill. It stands across the road
from the Pine Grove General Store, a site famed in hiker lore. It is here that thru-hikers traditionally
stop to celebrate reaching the midpoint by eating -- or attempting to eat -- a half gallon of ice cream
in one sitting.

Vision: The Appalachian Trail Museum is an active, positive advocate for the preservation and
enjoyment of the Appalachian Trail. Through the presentation of museum exhibits, programs, audiovisual presentations, and publications, the staff and volunteers tell the exciting stories of the human
experience of the Appalachian Trail since its founding in 1921. The museum actively collects artifacts
and archival material related to these stories, cares for them in a professional manner, and provides
access to researchers seeking information about the trail. Trustees, staff, and volunteers seek to
share their knowledge, but also their excitement and love for the trail, their dedication to its
preservation and maintenance, and their appreciation for the culture of hiking and the Appalachian
Mountains environment.

Currently, the museum has exhibits devoted to early founders of the trail - Benton MacKaye and
Myron Avery, as well as some of the early Pioneer thru-hikers including Earl Shaffer, Grandma
Gatewood, Gene Espy, and Ed Garvey. Another one of the highlights is the last remaining shelter
built by Earl Shaffer that has been painstakingly dismantled and then reassembled inside the
museum. A computer station has access to a database of over 10,000 pictures of thru-hikers as they
passed through Harper's Ferry and stopped at the Appalachian Trail Conservancy to check in, or just
to say "Hi".
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit that depends on contributions to support our mission. JOIN the
Museum Society or make a contribution. $20/year membership - $500/”NO EXPIRATION” MEMBER

“You can help ~ VOLUNTEER”, Red Wolf o’da Smoky’s

!

F.Y.I. ~ here is a letter from Missy Shank, Ironmaster’s Mansion Manager and
from Samuel Shank, Appalachian Trail Museum Manager:

What: CLEANUP DAY –
Where: Ironmaster’s Mansion & The A. T. Museum
When: THIS SATURDAY, March 14, 20 –10 AM - 2:30 PM
The Appalachian Trail Museum plans on meeting on March 14th from 10 till 2:30 for a clean up day. For the first
portion of the day we will be doing some landscaping and indoor cleanup at the Museum. The Susquehanna A.T
club has been invited as well. Around noon we will be having some light snacks and food: I will bring soda, chips,
ham, cheese, and bread with some condiments. Feel free to bring any food to share. Then for the second part of the
day plan on heading over to the Ironmasters Mansion for landscaping and also some indoor cleanup.
Anyone that volunteers can spend the night before or after the clean up day.
The mansion will be opening for the season April 1st till October 1st. The mansion is in need of ongoing volunteers
for housekeeping, landscaping, maintenance and greeters. The greeter shifts are from 6-9am and 5-9pm but I can
use volunteers almost anytime. During the day housekeeping would consist of laundry, dusting and vacuuming.
Greeters will serve breakfast in the morning shift or check guests in and serve supper during the night shift. To
volunteer please call or email the Mansion. I will let everyone know when I have created a signup page for the
season. If you know of anyone interested in volunteering, please feel free to bring them along.
~ Missy Shank, Ironmaster’s Mansion Manager – email: ironmasterspinegrove@gmail.com
Please spread the word if you know anyone with spare time that we are always looking for docents, landscaping and
maintenance help. Docent shifts are from 9 to 12 and 12 to 4. The A. T. Museum will be officially opening April 4th
and closing for the season on October 31st 2020. Please check the volunteer shifts at the signup link Here.
~ Samuel Shank, Museum Manager – email: manager@atmuseum.org
Thank you to all the returning volunteers from 2019. We appreciate you.

~ The Appalachian Trail Museum Society

1120 Pine Grove Road, Gardners, PA 17324 • 717-486-8126

Missy Shank, Ironmaster’s Manager,

Ironmaster’s Mansion – Pine Grove Furnace State Park, PA

- OPENS FOR 2020 SEASON APRIL 1st. !
Contact info: 1212 Pine Grove Road – Gardners, PA 17324
Phone: 717-486-4108 ~ Email: Ironmasterspinegrove@gmail.com
2018 Museum Volunteer of the Year

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

Samuel Shank, A. T. Museum Manager
Contact info: 1120 Pine Grove Road – Gardners, PA 17324
Phone: 717-486-8126 - Cell: 717-321-4716 - Email: Manager@atmuseum.org

”As our Appalachian Trail Museum expands into the Ironmaster’s Mansion,
your financial /volunteer support is vital to the A. T. Museum’s success”, Red Wolf.
The Museum offers a yearly membership ($20), and a “NO EXPIRATION MEMEBERSHIP”
($500), with a listing on the permanent plaque to be hung in the Museum in June 2022. They are
various levels of support, and they give various levels of listing on this new plaque (for the various
listing levels, click on, 2019-2021 MEMBER-DONOR FORM ). All your contributions until January
2022 are added together to give you the total for your listing level on this permanent Museum
plaque ! 2019-2021 MEMBER-DONOR FORM
Membership benefit include a “10% DISCOUNT” ON ALL MUSEUM MERCHANDISE;
and a generous discount on your annual A. T. Hall of Fame Banquet Tickets” !

Plaque Listing & Donation Amount:
Platinum Benefactor ($100,000); Gold Benefactor ($50,000); Silver Benefactor ($25,000);
Founder ($10,000); Pioneer ($5000); A2 Society ($1000); Maintainer ($500); Trail Angel ($250);
Caretaker ($100); Hiker ($50 ~ All donations are added together from 2017 through 2022 to give
the donor’s total for placement at whatever listing level where the total of donations is found.
This “BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN (2017 – 2021)” has just recently passed the $200,000 mark
to the Campaign GOAL $350,000 ! ~ your help is needed to reach the goal by2022 .
Your vital financial support is appreciated.
If you wish, simply write a check made out to the A. T. Museum, write membership in the memo line,
and mail to:
A. T. MUSEUM
1120 Pine Grove Road
Gardners, PA 17324
Once received and deposited by Jay Sexton, Museum Treasurer, copy is sent to me, and I process
and send you an acknowledgement note, an IRS receipt, a membership card, and inform you of your
current listing level on the June 2022 plaque (the current campaign).
~ Robert Croyle – Membership Secretary aka “RED WOLF o’da SMOKY’S

Plaques Permanently Hanging in the Museum from Past Campaigns of Fundraisers List Our Supporters

Earl Shaffer Near Katahdin on his 50th Anniversary A. T. Thru-hike (1998)

Earl Shaffer Foundation
The Earl Shaffer Foundation (ESF) celebrates the life and times of Earl V. Shaffer of Pennsylvania.
Writer, poet, naturalist, dedicated environmentalist and the first person to thru-hike the Appalachian
Trail from end to end in one continuous journey. The Appalachian Trail Museum has entered into a
partnership with the ESF and offers all the products that can be purchased from the Foundation.
This partnership benefits both the ESF and the AT Museum. Your support is appreciated.

F.Y.I. ~ click on, EARL SHAFFER FOUNDATION

2020 A. T. Hall of Fame Banquet
The 2020 A. T. Hall of Fame inductees will be announced in early April, and the induction ceremony
will be at the Appalachian Trail Hall of Fame Banquet, Saturday, May 2, 2020. The evening will begin
with a reception at 6 pm, with dinner to follow at 7 pm.
Become a Sponsor of the A.T.’s Premier Annual Awards Event

The 10th Annual A.T. Hall of Fame Banquet – Sat. May 2,2020
Location: U..S. Army Heritage and Education Center, 950 Soldiers Dr, Carlisle, PA 17013










Each year, the Hall of Fame Banquet honors the year’s A.T. Hall of Fame Class, plus
additional awards.
The Tenth Banquet will honor the 2020 Class, to be announced in April, 2020.
The Hall of Fame Banquet attracts Trail leaders from throughout the U.S
The A.T. Museum is the only hiking trail museum in the U.S. It commemorates the
most famous hiking trail in the country.
The 2019 Banquet attracted 105 Trail leaders from across the country.
Banquet sponsors receive benefits shown on below, plus recognition at the Museum,
in Museum press releases, on its website, on social media, etc. See Sponsorship
levels below.

2020 A.T. Hall of Fame Banquet – Sponsorship Levels
Banquet Name Sponsor - $5,000 (only one, aimed at businesses)
Naming rights to Banquet – “2019 A.T. Hall of Fame Banquet, presented by ‘NAME’”
 A 10 seat table at Banquet
 Banner Display at Banquet
 Prominent mentions on Museum’s website, social media, press releases, etc.
 Full page ad in Banquet Program
Benton MacKaye Sponsors - $3,000 (can be up to 3, aimed at businesses)
 6 seats at Banquet
 Banner Display at Banquet
 Prominent mentions on Museum’s website, social media, press releases, etc.
 Half page ad in Banquet Program
Myron Avery Sponsors - $1,000 (can be up to 5, aimed at businesses)
 4 seats at Banquet
 Banner Display at Banquet
 Prominent mentions on Museum’s website, social media, press releases, etc.
 Quarter page ad in Banquet Program
White Blaze Sponsors - $250 (no limit, aimed at individuals & businesses)
 2 seats at Banquet
 Mention on Museum’s website, social media
 Listing in Banquet Program
Friends Of The Banquet - $100 (no limit, aimed at individuals & businesses)
 Mention on Museum’s website, social media
 Listing in Banquet Program
BE A BANQUET SPONSOR: Mail a check for the requested sponsor level, made out to:
A. T. Museum
J. Sexton - Treasurer
1120 Pine Grove Road
Gardners, PA 17324-9078
Please write “Sponsor” and the “Sponsor Level”in the check’s “memo” line .


-> TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW

!

The A. T. Museum’s Tenth Annual A. T. Hall of Fame Banquet
When: Saturday, May 2, 2020 from 6 PM to 9 PM (EDT)
Where: The banquet will be hosted by the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center (AHEC),
just five miles from the Appalachian Trail, near Carlisle, PA.

The AHEC is conveniently located near Interstates 76 and 81.
For directions, click on DRIVING DIRECTIONS
F.Y.I ~ to purchase tickets: Mail your ticket request and

$50 payment check per ticket ~ ($40 for A. T. Museum Members) to:
A. T. Museum
Hall of Fame Ticket
1120 Pine Grove Road
Gardners, PA 17324
~ Be sure to write “Banquet Tickets” in the check’s “MEMO” line ~

2020 Appalachian Trail Hall of Fame Inductees Announced
The tenth class of Appalachian Trail Hall of Fame honorees will be inducted on Saturday, May 2,
during the Appalachian Trail Hall of Fame Banquet at the Army Heritage & Education Center in
Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
The 2020 Appalachian Trail Hall of Fame class honorees are Chris Brunton of Harpers Ferry, West
Virginia; the late Thurston Griggs of Baltimore, Maryland; Warren Doyle of Mountain City,
Tennessee; and the late Jim Stoltz of Helena, Montana.

Chris Brunton (left) and A. T. Museum Founder and President Larry Luxenberg

Sandi Marra - ATC President & CEO (left) & Chris Brunton

Chris Brunton emigrated to the U.S. from England in 1967. Soon after that, he joined the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club. Chris has been a dominant force in trail construction and maintenance for
PATC ever since. Known to most as "Trail Boss", Chris has served for decades as district manager for
an A.T. section in West Virginia and Virginia, including three miles that he personally maintains.

In 1979 the National Park service began to acquire land in northern Virginia to eliminate over 14
miles of road walk for the A.T. Chris was one of three trail leaders flagging and then building the
new trail. As the work progressed, he also began to help identify additional tracts available for
purchase. He was instrumental in helping to develop relationships with local landowners. At the end
of the project in April 1989, 55 tracts totaling more than 1,600 acres were acquired and the
“Rollercoaster” section of the AT was created.
In 1982, PATC acquired a house just off the A.T. in Loudoun County, Virginia. Chris took over the job
of renovating it, and under his leadership, the house became the Blackburn Trail Center, one of the
iconic stops on the Trail. Chris is one of the best-known and well-liked personalities on the A.T.

Chris in the Blackburn Center

Like many other icons of the Appalachian Trail, Thurston Griggs led a full and distinguished life
separate from the Trail. He had a doctorate in Chinese history and worked at the University of
Maryland. In addition, Thurston dedicated most of his adult life to the preservation of the A.T.

He joined the Mountain Club of Maryland in 1959 and served two terms as its President. He also
served as MCM’s archivist for many decades and in various other positions. He was the first editor of
Appalachian Trail Conservancy's newsletter The Register, and a member of its Board of Directors,
including Vice-Chair.

He worked relentlessly to preserve and protect the Appalachian Trail-- mostly in Pennsylvania and
Maryland. One of his great achievements was working on a project with the Trust for Appalachian
Trail Lands. Griggs was a key player in expediting the purchase of Bagtown Road, which has since
been named the Thurston Griggs Trail, a side trail to the A.T.

At what many would consider an advanced age, Griggs became one of the first A.T. Ridge Runners.
Additionally, he served as the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club's A.T. overseer between Turner's Gap
and Lamb's Knoll. Shortly before his death in October 2011, the National Park Service's Appalachian
Trail Park Office awarded him the Golden Service Award for 50 years of service. Thurston also
received the A.T. Museum’s initial Lifetime Achievement Award that year.

Thurston Griggs

Thurston Griggs

Warren Doyle

Warren Doyle ranks high on the list of those who have inspired others to attempt a long distance hike
of the Appalachian Trail. This is partially due to his amazing personal hiking exploits. Warren has set
an informal record by traversing the A.T. a record eighteen times, including nine thru-hikes.

In addition, Warren played a leading role in founding the Appalachian Long Distance Hikers
Association. Founded in 1983, ALDHA is the leading organization devoted to encouraging long
distance hiking and promoting the interests of hikers.

Through his Appalachian Trail Institute, Warren educates prospective hikers on the proper strategies
to successfully hike the A.T. and other long distance trails. His program covers not only the physical
conditioning needed and proper gear, but also emphasizes the emotional and psychological aspects
necessary for a successful thru-hike. Scores of thru-hikers credit Warren with inspiring and guiding
them to complete their lifelong goal. Warren’s doctoral thesis was on the sociology of a group long
distance hike.

Warren speaking at an ALDHA Gathering

Warren Doyle leads a group of hikers on Katahdin

Jim Stoltz, universally known as Walkin’ Jim, was a musician, author, photographer, artist, and
environmental activist. In his lifetime, he accomplished numerous long-distance treks, including a
thru-hike of the Appalachian Trail in 1974. In total, he hiked over 28,000 miles of long-distance trips.

Between trips, Jim would create, produce and perform original shows of his travels with photography
and music, always incorporating his keen sense of environmental awareness and justice for all things
wild. His musical, hiking, and environmental career spanned 45 years.
Jim's produced eight musical albums and one music video for children "Come Walk With Me". His
poetry was published as "Whisper Behind the Wind." Jim's lifework and dreams centered on his
desire to share the beauty, the unique character, the mood and the value of wilderness through his
music, writings, art and activism. In a front page story, the Wall Street Journal called him the Music
Man Of The Wilderness. Walkin’ Jim passed away in 2010.

Support Pine Grove Furnace State Park & the A. T. Museum
at the 10th Annual Iron Run Half-Marathon
& Charcoal Challenge 5K Run/Walk

7:30 AM start for the Iron Run half-marathon race
8:30 AM start for the Charcoal Challenge 5k run/walk
(Races start at the old stone furnace stack in the center of the park)

Furnace stack at Pine Grove Furnace State Park

All race proceeds support activities in Pine Grove Furnace State Park.
Please register and pay online at www.RunReg.com/9335 for Half-Marathon
and www.RunReg.com/9336 for 5k Run/Walk

Grandma Gatewood

Victoria Woodhull

Appalachian State & Macon Library

Join us for a trip on the Appalachian Trail and the Campaign Trail:
*Tuesday, March 17, 2020: MADAM PRESIDENT: THE STORY OF VICTORIA WOODHULL and TRAIL MAGIC:
THE GRANDMA GATEWOOD STORY will be presented by Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina.
Find out about our first female presidential candidate at 11 a.m. in Plemmons Student Union, 417 Beacon
Heights when the reader's theatre Big Book program about Victoria Woodhull is presented. At 6:30 p.m. in Room
114 of Belk Library And Information Commons you can hear the story of historic hiker, Emma Gatewood. There
is no charge for the presentations which are open to the public. For more information, call Beth at the university at
828-262-2442.
*Thursday, March 26, 2020; 2:00 p.m. The Macon County Public Library at 149 Siler Farm Rd in Franklin,
North Carolina will host a screening of TRAIL MAGIC: THE GRANDMA GATEWOOD STORY. Hear the story of this
historic hiker at this presentation which is FREE and open to the public. For more information, call the library at 828524-3600. This is one program the library is offering spotlighting Emma. ON Wednesday, March 25 at 6:00 p.m. the
Library will present, "Walking with Spring - Grandma Gatewood Returns." Nancy Reeder, storyteller and A.T. thruhiker hiker, will present a 40 minute portrayal of Emma Gatewood, then answer questions in character. Copies of the
book, Grandma Gatewood’s Walk: The Inspiring Story of the Woman Who Saved the Appalachian Trail by
Ben Montgomery will be available to borrow from the library during the weeks before the program. The library also
has a copy of TRAIL MAGIC in their collection.

Catawba Rhododendron Near Boone, NC

EXHIBIT LOCATION: Art Plus Gallery in West Reading, PA

–

RECEPTION: March 13, 2020

–5

PM-8pm

Exhibit will run for all of March. Our A. T. Musuem will share in this Exhibit’s sales !
This Unique Exhibit Will Feature a Picture Taken from Each State; Viewers Will "hike-the-trail" !

After a few hundred miles it seemed I could spot a white blaze from miles away

F.Y.I ~ see more of his “A.T. Art Exhibit”, click on, MARCH ART EXHIBIT & MUSEUM BENEFIT SALE
Website: www.Photograinprints.com / Email: Photograinprints@gmail.com

~ Actual Photo Inside A. T. Museum Research Library

The Research Library’s website is “live” now, with online catalogs for the collection,
and a link for researchers ! F.Y.I. ~ click on, RESEARCH LIBRARY WEBPAGE
Here is a link to the Research Librarian Linda “eArThworm” Patton’s website,
click on, "BOOKS FOR HIKERS" by eArThworm

From North Kinsman we get a great panoramic view east. Cannon Mountain is on the left. Across the Notch is
Franconia Ridge, including (from left to right) Lafayette, Lincoln, Little Haystack, Liberty and Flume. The white in
photo’s middle, foreground ridge is Lonesome Lake ! The 2 hazy-blue peaks in the right back-ground are the
Wildcats (right, rear ridge) and Mt. Washington (peak on left, slightly closer ridge in back-ground) !
F. Y. I. ~ to view our Whiteblaze thread, click on,
"APPALACHIAN TRAIL MUSEUM UPDATES", Mar.4, 2020 WB #832

ARE YOU SUBSCRIBED for this A. T. Museum newsletter, APPALACHIAN TRAIL MUSEUM UPDATES ?
IF YOU’D LIKE TO BE, click on this link, then fill out the short form with only your name and email, SUBSCRIBE
PLEASE ADD <atmuseumupdates@gmail.com> to your “CONTACTS” so your server will NOT BLOCK delivery !

HAPPY TRAILS !
Robert "Red Wolf o'da Smoky's" Croyle
A. T. Museum Membership Secretary
email: <atmuseumfriends@gmail.com>
website: www.atmuseum.org

POST SCRIPT:

“Here is an interesting email from the ATC for

your review”, Red Wolf

.

~ A RECENT EMAIL FROM THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONSERVANCY ~

Uniquely experienced & uniquely capable of managing & protecting the Appalachian Trail

Dear Appalachian Trail Museum Friend,
Throughout the Appalachian Trail Conservancy's century-long history, the Appalachian Trail
footpath has always served as the backbone of our conservation efforts. Over the next few months,
we will explore the ATC’s past, present, and future work in maintaining and protecting the footpath
that brings millions closer to nature each year.
When the Appalachian Trail’s original builders broke ground on the footpath, they sought to create
something that, as Myron Avery once said, “beckons not merely north and south but upward to the
body, mind and soul of man.” By creating a 2,000-mile footpath extending along the entire East
Coast, millions of people were given an opportunity to spend a day (or longer) exploring the
Appalachian Mountains and reconnecting with the natural world.

But creating a continuous footpath from Maine to Georgia was not a one-time event. In
order to preserve the Trail’s full 2,000-mile journey, continual maintenance and guardianship is
essential to ensure the A.T. always remains open.

Trail architect and future ATC president Myron Avery stands on the Appalachian Trail
near the original southern terminus on Mt. Oglethorpe, Georgia .

This was a point made clear shortly after all sections of the Trail were officially connected in 1937.
Just a year later, a hurricane in New England left hundreds of A.T. miles impassable. Before repairs
could be completed, much of the Trail’s potential workforce was called into action during World War
II. The Trail lay in disrepair and would not be fully connected again until WWII veteran Earl “The
Crazy One” Shaffer of Pennsylvania — the first recorded A.T. thru-hiker in 1948 — helped the Trail
once again capture the world’s imagination. Thousands rallied to help revive the A.T., and in 1951, all
sections of the Trail were officially linked once again.
Since this time, the ATC has amassed a force of over 6,000 annual volunteers to help ensure that the
Trail’s continuous journey remains intact. Through the hard work of these volunteers, ATC staff, and
the local, state, and federal partners located all along the Trail, we have been able to prevent the
long-term effects caused by extreme weather and increased visitation that regularly put the integrity
of the footpath at risk.
Every so often, however, an event will take place that requires the ATC to jump into immediate
action to help reconnect the Trail itself...
On August 28, 2011, Tropical Storm Irene swept across Vermont and New Hampshire, releasing
torrents of rain onto an already saturated countryside. Water levels rose from 5 feet to 29 feet in just
twelve hours, sweeping away several hundred yards of the A.T. footpath and either completely
destroying or severely damaging six Trail bridges. The ATC and its partners at the Green Mountain
Club and the Green Mountain National Forest leaped into action, implementing relocations and
rebuilding the footpath foot-by-foot to ensure hikers were able to successfully complete their
journeys. The bridges were all replaced or repaired over the following field seasons, and we continue
to use the knowledge learned during and after this event to harden or reroute sections of the Trail to
avoid future extreme “microburst” weather in New England.

Tropical Storm Irene

The ATC and local Trail Clubs quickly rebuilt or repaired multiple bridges like this one
and hundreds of yards of footpath in the wake of Tropical Storm Irene.

2016 North Carolina Wildfires

After wildfires destroyed a six-mile section of the A.T. in North Carolina, ATC's Konnarock Volunteer Trail Crew
and the Nantahala Hiking Club took quick action to repair and reinforce the footpath for incoming hikers.

After an extended drought squeezed most of the moisture out of the Southeast,
wildfires engulfed the Nantahala National Forest in the fall of 2016. The fires ultimately scorched
over 37,000 acres of forest, closing 68 miles of the A.T. south of the Nantahala Outdoor Center
(NOC). One of the hottest fires devastated a six-mile section of the Trail between the NOC
and Tellico Gap, including the stunning overlook known as “The Jump Off.”
The ATC’s Konnarock Volunteer Trail Crew, with support from the Nantahala Hiking Club volunteers,
led the charge to rehabilitate this iconic section of Trail. In just three weeks, Konnarock
completely reinforced this stretch of the footpath after the fires had burned away the organic soil,
log steps, roots and trees that supported the Trail, ensuring hikers could once again safely traverse
this awe-inspiring section.
The ATC and its partners now face a very different challenge in ensuring an interconnected
footpath. Just before Christmas last year, a freight train derailed while crossing
the Potomac River into Harpers Ferry.
There were thankfully no injuries, but the footbridge carrying the A.T. into Maryland was completely
destroyed.
As National Park Service and CSX officials continue to investigate the full extent of the damage
and the best options for footbridge repair, ATC staff continues to advise and offer assistance
to ensure all sections of the A.T. are reconnected as soon as possible, and to ensure hikers
have a safe way to continue their journeys along the Trail.
The challenges to maintaining a continuous footpath are many, and the ATC and its partners strive
daily to ensure that the Trail continues to fulfill its role as a source of inspiration for millions of hikers
each year — from Maine to Georgia, and everywhere in between.

The Harpers Ferry Footbridge

The ATC continues to work with the National Park Service and CSX to ensure
the A.T. is reconnected as soon as possible. Image courtesy of Anthony Troxel.

Help us protect the A.T. legacy of volunteerism and Trail protection — your donation today helps
ensure future generations can experience a closer walk with nature.
DONATE TODAY
Lead image courtesy of Erik Barstow / Barstow Photography

