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CONCEPT NOTE

This International Seminar aims to interrogate, revisit, and progress the
concept and theory of ‘freedom’ from a feminist philosophical perspective.
As a central tenet of Enlightenment ideals, freedom has been intently
discussed in philosophy, particularly political philosophy. Jean-Jacques
Rousseau famous quote, “Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains,”
iterates the unalienable right to freedom for human beings. Modern
conceptualisation of human rights too is premised on the social contract of
freedom – the Universal Declaration of Human Rights pledges “All human
beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of
brotherhood.” However, the universality of ‘freedom’ has been challenged,
critiqued, and re-evaluated in feminist philosophical and political thought.
Feminist scholars have contended that freedom, based on notions of
sovereignty, autonomy, and individualism, carries an inherent bias towards
ideals that men may inhabit and that may exclude women. Feminism – as a
movement and intellectual project – has engaged in-depth with concepts of
equality and emancipation in addition to freedom, particularly as they relate
to women’s access to the public sphere. Further, contemporary feminist
politics has destabilised the category of ‘gender’, claiming not only that
gender is social but that it is also performative. There is, therefore, a need to
revisit the metaphysical question of freedom to assess its value for
contemporary politics of gender.
This conference will draw upon and progress feminist reconceptualisation
of freedom in relation to the question of gender. What is the value of
deploying ‘freedom’, as opposed to or perhaps in conjunction with ‘equality’
and ‘emancipation’, for the question of gender? What can the concept of
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‘freedom’ lend to a progressive politics of gender? Indeed, what would a
political project of freedom of and from gender look like?
Feminist politics has in large measure been based on ideas of ‘equality’ and
‘emancipation’. The demand for equality and emancipation is an
acknowledgment of gender inequality and an affirmation of women’s equal
capacity for reason, rationality, and thus, participation in public life. These
potent ideas have led to not only reforms in the public sphere – equality of
opportunity – but also recognition of the private sphere. The articulation of
equality and emancipation is, however, largely entrenched within
institutions – of work and employment, home, family, state, and so on. The
contested concept of ‘freedom’, on the other hand, can potentially offer a
progressive gender politics that is unattached to disciplinary institutions.

The concept of freedom may also take on renewed charge as the very idea of
‘gender’ is destabilised. Butler, drawing upon the Derridean idea of
citationality, argues that gender is ‘performative’, that is, it is always in the
process of construction through discourse. Although not uncontested, the
conceptualisation of performative gender offers a language to challenge the
normative practices of gender. Calls to freedom have, in recent times, been
heard in discussions on rape and consent; in women’s assertion of bodily
autonomy, dignity, and integrity; among lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans
(LGBT) people’s demand for recognition, and so on. These contemporary
movements compel the question – what does freedom of and from gender
look like?
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TWO DAY PROGRAMME DETAILS
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DAY 1: FRIDAY, 21st FEBRUARY, 2020
INAUGURAL SESSION
Time: 10:00 AM- 2:30 PM
Venue: Library, Department of Philosophy, University of Delhi
TIME

PROGRAM

10 AM – 12 Noon

Welcome Note
Prof BalaganapathiDevarakonda, Professor & Head, Department
of Philosophy, University of Delhi.

SPEAKERS

KEY NOTE SPEAKER
“Roads to Freedom”
Prof. Mary Evans- (Emeritus Leverhulme) Department of Gender
Studies, London School of Economics, UK
1. Prof. Shashi Motilal, Department of Philosophy, University of
Delhi.
2. Dr. Bijayalaxmi Nanda, Principal, Miranda House, University of
Delhi.

12:00

- 12:20 PM

Tea Break

12:20 PM - 1:30 PM SPECIAL TALK
“Complexities in retrieving Women's 'Agency' from
Conceptualizations in Early Indian Textual Traditions”
Professor Jaya S Tyagi, Department of History, University of Delhi
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Lunch Break
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SESSION II
Time: 2:30 PM

- 4:30 PM

Chairperson:
Prof. Tariq Islam, Former Professor, Dept of Philosophy Aligarh
Muslim University, U.P
Speakers:
Dr Saumya Saxena, British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow, Faculty
of History, Jesus College, University of Cambridge, UK
Dr Sujata Roy Abhijat, Assistant Professor, Department of
Philosophy, University of Delhi
Dr Ayesha Gautam, Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy,
University of Delhi
TIME

PROGRAM

2:30 PM – 2:33PM

Welcome Note

2:33 PM- 3:03 PM

“Revisiting Triple Talaq: Ideas of freedom and the limits of law”
Dr Saumya Saxena

3:03 PM- 3:33 PM

“Women Art and Aesthetics”
Dr Sujata Roy Abhijat

3:33 PM –4:03 PM

“Unchaining the locks of captivity amidst Gendered Epistemic
practices"
Dr Ayesha Gautam

4:03 PM-4:05PM

Discussants
Dr. K K Subha, Miranda House

4:05 PM- 4:30 PM

Q&A

Chairperson Note

4:30 PM –5:00 PM

Visit to Miranda House

High Tea at Miranda House
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DAY 2: SATURDAY, 22nd FEBRUARY, 2020
Session III
Time: 10:00 AM – 12:00 NOON
Chairperson:
Dr. Ravindra Mahilal Singh, Associate Professor, Department of
Philosophy, University of Delhi, Delhi
Speakers:
Dr Hatice Yildiz, Junior Research Fellow in History, Merton
College, University of Oxford, UK
Dr. Shailaja Menon, Assistant Professor, Department of History,
School of Liberal Studies, Ambedkar University, Delhi
Dr. Asiya Islam, Junior Research Fellow, Newnham
College, University of Cambridge, UK
TIME

PROGRAM

10:00 AM- 10:03 AM

Welcome Note

10:03 AM- 10:33 AM

“Freedom from Overwork: A Historical Perspective on Gender
and Protective Legislation”
Dr Hatice Yildiz

10:33 AM- 11:03 AM

“Moral Panic and Gendered Unfreedoms: Reading Tarabai
Shinde’s Stri-Purusha Tulana”
Dr. Shailaja Menon

11:03 AM- 11:33 AM

“Freedom of/from work: Young women in the new economy of
Delhi”
Dr. Asiya Islam

11:33AM-11:35 PM

Discussants
Dr. Namrata Singh, Miranda House

11:35 AM- 12:00 Noon

Q&A

12:00Noon- 12:20 PM

Tea Break

Chairperson Note
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Session IV
Time: 12:20 PM – 1:30 PM
Chairperson:
Dr. Shailaja Menon, Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Studies
Ambedkar University, Delhi
Speakers:
Dr Reetu Jaiswal, Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy,
University of Delhi
Ms. Jayshree Jha, Research Scholar, Department of Philosophy,
University of Delhi
TIME

PROGRAM

12:20 PM- 12:22 PM

Welcome Note

12:22 PM- 12:52PM

“Physical and Symbolic Veiling of Hindu Women: Analyzing the
Concept of Silencing Women”
Dr Reetu Jaiswal

12:52 PM- 1: 22 PM

“Understanding Transgender Identity through Gender
Fluidity”
Ms. Jayshree Jha

1:22PM- 1:30PM

Discussants
Dr. Hena Singh, Miranda House

1:30 PM – 1: 35 PM

Q&A

1:35 PM- 2:15 PM

Lunch Break

Chairperson Note

9

Session V
Student Panel Discussion
Time: 2: 15 PM – 4:30 PM

TIME

PROGRAM

2:15 PM- 2:20 PM

Welcome Note

2:20 PM – 3:00 PM

Student Panel 1
Yusra Khan
Shambhavi Mani
Bala
Anoushka Parija

3:00 PM – 3:40 PM

Student Panel 2
Shivi Singh
Baiju P. Anthony
Yashika Sethi
Puja Raj

3:40 PM- 4: 15 PM

Discussions

4:15 PM – 4.30PM

Concluding Remarks
Prof Balaganapathi Devarakonda
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GUESTS AND SPEAKERS
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SPEAKERS

Mary Evans is an Emeritus Leverhulme Professor. She has
taught Sociology and Gender in universities in the U.K. and the US for the past four
decades. Her work has been consistently inter-disciplinary and has included studies of
fiction as well as more recent work primarily focussed on questions of social inequality.

Prof. Balaganapathi Devarakonda is presently heading the
Department of Philosophy at University of Delhi. He is presently working on a project
titled “Yoga Consciousness in Mahabharata: The Ethical value for societal/political
Wellbeing” and has completed research projects ‘A Study of Doctrinal differences of the
Early Buddhist Sects of Andhra (2015-18)’ and ‘Culture through the Labyrinth of
Globalization: A Study of Popular Imaginations and Alternative narratives of Digital and
non-Digital Telugu literature (2017-19)’. He is serving as the Regional Coordinator
(India) Council for Research in Values and Philosophy, Washington DC and Chief Advisor,
Centre for Ethics and Values, Ramanujan College, New Delhi. Prof. Balaganapathi was the
Editor-in-Chief, International Journal of Applied Ethics (an annual peer reviewed
multidisciplinary journal published by Ramanujan College, Delhi, India); Member of
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Editorial Board, Journal of Indian Council of Philosophical Research, (Springer from
2016-2019); and Guest Editor, Special Issue on Intersections of Philosophy and Poetry of
Interdisciplinary Journal of Literature and Language (2017, published by Author press,
New Delhi, India)
Prof. Balaganapathi is presently the General Secretary, Asian Philosophical Congress;
Regional Coordinator (India) of Council for Research in Values and Philosophy,
Washington DC; Chief Advisor, Centre for Ethics and Values of Ramanujan College, New
Delhi; and Academic Advisor, Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion,
Belgaum.He is serving Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy published by Wiley
Blackwell (from 2009 until now) as blind referee and the Journal Sophia: Colección de
Filosofía de la Educación as an International Reviewer (since 2017 until now).

Dr. Shashi Motilal is Professor of Philosophy in the Department of
Philosophy, University of Delhi, India. She obtained her PhD from SUNY, Buffalo, USA and
has been Visiting Faculty at the University of Akron, Ohio, USA and Carleton University,
ON, Canada. She has several publications in national and international journals in the
areas of ethics, applied ethics, human rights, gender and environment. She has coauthored Human Rights, Gender and Environment (Allied Publishers, 2006, 2011), Coedited Social Inequality: Concerns of Human Rights, Gender and Environment, New Delhi:
Macmillan Publishing Co. (2010) and edited Applied Ethics and Human Rights:
Conceptual Analysis and Contextual Applications. London: Anthem Press. (2010). She is
currently co-authoring Ethics of Governance: Moral Limits of Policy Decisions
(Forthcoming 2020, Springer Nature, Singapore). She has been a Member of CPCSEA,
MoEF, Government of India, and of other Institutional Ethics Committees.
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Dr. Bijayalaxmi Nanda joined Miranda House in 1993 and is an
Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science. She is currently the Acting
Principal of the college.
She received her Ph.D from the Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi. Her research interests include gender, political theory and human rights. Her
publications include, Discourse on Rights in India: Debates and Dilemmas (Co-editor),
(Routledge, London, 2018), Sex-Selective Abortion and the State: Policies, Laws and
Institutions in India (Har Anand, 2018), Understanding Social Inequality: Concerns of
Human Rights, Gender and Environment (Co- editor) (Macmillan, 2010) and Human
Rights, Gender and Environment (Allied, 2006).
She is a recipient of the ICSSR Doctoral fellowship and the Delhi University Vice
Chancellor's Teacher's Excellence Award in 2017.She is actively associated with a
number of government and non-government organisations as advisor on gender, policy
and advocacy programmes for the youth. She has assisted various state governments in
drafting policy related to women and girl child. She is the Project Director of ICSSR project
under Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) titled "Declining Child Sex
Ratio and Violence Against Women: Examining Girl-Child Discrimination in India". She
has participated as an invitee in the Academic Forum at the India, Brazil & South Africa
(IBSA) Summit at Brasilia, Brazil in 2010 and in the NGO Panel of the 60 th session of the
Commission on Status of Women (CSW60) at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York in 2016.

Jaya S Tyagi is a Professor in department of History and also the
Director, Women's Studies and Development Center for Advance Study, University of
Delhi. She has served as Member, Governing Body in Lakshmibai College and Kirori Mal
College, University of Delhi. Her areas of interest are ancient Indian History, gender and
social history, exploring early texts and traditions.
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Dr. Tariq Islam was schooled at Oxford Grammar School, Glanville
Road, Oxford, UK and graduated with honours in Philosophy from the London
Metropolitan University (then the Polytechnic of North London), Kentish Town, London,
UK. He was awarded MPhil and PhD from the Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, with
dissertation titled 'Thinking as Activity' and thesis 'Gilbert Ryle's Analysis of Thinking',
respectively. He was appointed an Assistant Professor at Aligarh Muslim University
initially on ad hoc basis in 1981 and then from 1987 and was promoted as Associate
Professor in 1998. He has recently been concentrating on Political Philosophy. He is
presently engaged in a project funded by the Indian Council for Philosophical Research
titled 'Political Islam: Its Philosophy and Ramifications'. He has several publications to his
credit and has attended and presented papers at several National and International
seminars

Dr. Ravindra Mahilal Singh is an Associate Professor, Department
of Philosophy, University of Delhi. He does research in Philosophy of mind and
consciousness. His current project is 'Contemporary Theories of Consciousness'.
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LIST OF SPEAKERS IN ORDER OF SESSION

Dr Saumya Saxena is a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow at the
Faculty of History, University of Cambridge. She advised on the Forced Marriages
Commission, UK and formerly worked with the Twenty-first Law Commission of India
(2016-2018) on reports relating to reform of family law, hate speech and reconsideration
of sedition laws in India. Her research interests include legal history, family law, gender,
and politics in South Asia and her forthcoming book on politics of personal laws will be
published by Cambridge University Press.
She also worked with the Verma Commission which worked on amendments to law
relating to rape in India, which prompted the Criminal Law Amendment of 2013. She
received her PhD and MPhil. degrees from the University of Cambridge and an MSc. from
University of Oxford and bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Hindu College, Delhi
University.

Dr Sujata Roy Abhijat is Assistant Professor, Department of
Philosophy, University of Delhi. She has worked as Assistant Director in Regional Centre
for urban Environmental Studies, University of Lucknow, for three years 2009-12. She
scored ICPR Fellowship for Ph.D. Has published few articles in the area of Environment
and Religion. She has published a book by the name of Religion and Ecology.
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Dr Ayesha Gautam, is Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy,
University of Delhi, Delhi. Dr. Ayesha Gautam is currently Assistant Professor at
Department of Philosophy, University of Delhi. She graduated from Lady Shri Ram College
in 2007 and went on to pursue Masters and PhD in Philosophy from University of Delhi.
Her PhD thesis was on “Moral Knowledge: It’s Possibility, Source and justification.” She
was awarded Indian Philosophical Congress Medal in 2007 by University of Delhi for
securing 1st position in the University. In 2010, she was awarded the University Teaching
Assistantship (fellowship) by Delhi University and she worked as a University Teaching
Assistant in the Department of Philosophy from 2010 to 2014. Thereafter she joined the
Department as Assistant Professor in January 2015. Her area of interest lies in the field
of Meta ethics, Epistemology, Continental Philosophy and Indigenous Philosophy,
Philosophy of Artificial Intelligence. Her publications include essays on medical ethics,
problem of crime and punishment, self-governance and responsibility.

Dr Hatice Yıldız is a gender historian specialised in colonial South Asia
and the Ottoman Middle East. She received her BA and MA degrees from universities in
Istanbul, in the political science and historical sociology fields. She then moved to England
and completed her doctoral training in history in 2018 at the University of Cambridge.
Her dissertation, titled ‘A Comparative History of Gender and Factory Labour in Ottoman
Bursa and Colonial Bombay, c. 1850 – 1910’, explored gendered aspects of employment
in Ottoman silk factories and Indian cotton mills. Since September 2017, she has been
working as a fellow at Merton College, University of Oxford. Her research is concerned
with questions of gender, skill, technology and temporality in the context of menial work,
crafts and professional labour. Although her expertise lies in the Ottoman and Indian
contexts, she has taught widely on the Middle East and South Asia from the eighteenth to
the twentieth centuries, on global histories, historical methodologies, gender theory, and
gender history.
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Dr. Shailaja Menon is Assistant Professor, Department of
History, School of Liberal Studies, Ambedkar University Delhi.

Dr Asiya Islam is a Junior Research Fellow at Newnham
College, University of Cambridge. She completed a PhD in Sociology as a Gates scholar at
the University of Cambridge. Her doctoral research explored gender and class relations
in urban India through an ethnographic study of young lower middle-class women’s
participation in service work in Delhi. Prior to her PhD, Asiya completed an MSc in
Gender, Media, and Culture at the London School of Economics. She is also an alumna of
Aligarh Muslim University, where she studied for her undergraduate degree.
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Dr. Reetu Jaiswal is an Assistant Professor at the Department
of Philosophy, University of Delhi. Her areas of specialization include Social and Political
Philosophy, Gender Studies and Media Studies. She has various publications, paper
presentations and research publications at various National and International fronts. She
has been actively involved in a number of events, primarily on Gender related issues.
However, her area of interest is not limited to this and she has recently been awarded
with Gandhi Award on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti celebration at Gandhi Bhawan,
University of Delhi. Apart from being a member of various committees, she has been
mentoring the Departmental Gender Champion Committee which is a joint initiative by
UGC and MHRD, and has created a remarkable difference in the Department. It has been
recognized as one of the Best-Practices of the Department. She is currently supervising 4
Ph. D. theses, 1 Post-Doctoral work and many M. Phil dissertations in the field of Gender
Studies.

Jayshree Jha is a Research Scholar perusing her Ph.D. at
Department of Philosophy, University of Delhi. She received M.Phil. M.A, and B.A. degree
from Department of Philosophy, University of Delhi. Her research interests are Social and
Political philosophy, Gender and Human Rights. She has worked as Project Fellow in
University Grant Commission, Major Research Project “A Study of the Doctrines of Early
Buddhist Sects of Andhra” during Sept 2016 to June 2018. She has also worked as member
of Editorial Board of International Journal of Applied Ethics a peer reviewed
multidisciplinary journal published by Ramanujan College, Delhi, India.
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STUDENT PANELISTS

Yusra Khan
Arts
Miranda House

Yashika Sethi
Research Scholar (Ph.D)
Department of Philosophy
University of Delhi

Shambhavi Mani
Political Science

Puja Raj
Research Scholar (Ph.D)
Department of Philosophy
University of Delhi

Bala
Political Science
Miranda House

Anoushka Parija
Political Science
Miranda House

Shivi Singh
Research Scholar (Ph.D)
Dept. of Philosophy
University of Delhi
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ABSTRACTS

21

DAY 1
SESSION I

GUEST SPEAKER
Prof. Mary Evans
Two major concerns urgently confront most of the globe, that of climate change
and social inequality. Using material from the U.K. this talk will address the various
ways in which the resolution of these issues asks us to consider, and re-consider,
some of the assumptions that we have made about the meaning of progress and
emancipation.
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DAY 1
SESSION II

SPEAKER 1
Revisiting triple talaq: Ideas of freedom and the limits of law
Dr Saumya Saxena
On 22nd August 2017, the Supreme Court of India declared the practice of unilateral
instantaneous divorce pronounced by men which had been hitherto accepted as a valid
form of divorce under Islamic law in India, to be invalid. The judgement on the
controversial case of Shayara Bano, was largely hailed as a ‘landmark’, but earned
criticism for not engaging with feminist jurisprudence in settling a question of women’s
rights. Subsequently, the BJP-led government brought in a legislation to confirm the
Supreme Court order and made the pronouncement of triple talaq a criminal offence. The
Bill failed to address inequality in grounds for divorce available to men and women nor
did it address the arbitrariness of the decision to pronounce divorce. While both, the
judgement and the bill were hailed as ‘historic’ interventions, attempts to legislate on
Muslim personal law also begged the question that was it indeed a win for symbol over
substance? This paper, by tracing the triple talaq debate in parallel institutions,
parliament, court, and the Law Commission demonstrates not only the shared nature of
adjudication of family law, but also to shows how this has led to a dispersion of the state’s
authority. Such decentralisation has produced new strategies of resistance for women,
new articulations of freedom and agency, in the particular domain of family law, and in
some ways inaugurated a new dawn in Muslim women’s politics, ironically at a time when
Muslim marginalisation by a Hindu nationalist state is also most palpable. Secondly, the
paper argues that the law is a significant instrument for enabling dialogue, even in the
face of some of gravest failures. It illustrates the state’s regulatory impulse to rely on
religious categories for organising social and domestic lives of citizens – but family law
also represents the most phenomenal failure of the Indian state, an area of law, that
proved to be ungovernable.
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SPEAKER 2
Women Art and Aesthetics
Dr Sujata Roy Abhijat

Objectification of women is a core conundrum of the academic enquiry in the field of
Feminism. The field of art and aesthetics deals with the subject-object dualism which is
fundamental for the discipline as it wouldn’t exist without an artist (subject) and muse
(object). Feminists believe that fine arts was a leisure activity in the beginning and those
who were socially accepted to pursue this activity projected supposed universal truths
about how it should be enjoyed, and in this process they created gender polarisation.
Women were restricted in roles of virtuous wives and care givers. Their artistic ambitions
were hindered and/or looked down upon. In this paper I would like to explore into the
area of Feminist Aesthetics, the best way to question the groundwork of gender bias. This
paper also seeks answers to certain questions such as - Does a theory in Feminist
Aesthetics exists? Can motherhood be a fundamental concept of a working theory in
Feminist Aesthetics? In order to satisfactorily answer these questions, I would highlight
the relation between the social traditions in the western world, discrimination against
female artists, and its justifications found in the prevalent philosophical cultures of their
respective periods that have sieved down the annals of history to cause hindrance in
growth of women as creative beings even today.

Human Rights are held to be undeniable, absolute and universal as preamble of
Universal Declaration of Human Rights document mentions-… recognition of the inherent
dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. The ‘Universalization’ claim of
Human rights seemed to be shallow and was contested by various deprived categories
such as Women, Dalits, Blacks and Minorities in order to show how limited and biased its
scope has been. These groups fought to make the notion of Human Rights inclusive. But
when we look at these groups and their struggles carefully, we find a problem which
seems to be very disturbing. Transgender struggle was totally neglected by all sections.
Therefore, Transgender was doubly negated from the Human Rights discourse. Gender
studies in general and women studies in specific must become more responsive to
emerging genders. Recent contestations around the term transgender echo some of the
same concerns about referentiality and identity that have surfaced in the past through
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the circulation of the term woman within the feminist discourse. One must understand
that gender beyond binaries of male and female are neither fictive nor futural, but are
presently embodied and lived and gender studies needs to take account of this.

The present paper attempts discuss freedom of gender beyond the binaries by
taking cue from the works of Judith Butler. In recent past the category of ‘gender’ has
been destabilised by various feminist scholars, claiming not only that gender is social but
that it is also performative. Judith Butler’s work states – Gender is free floating artifice
which dismantled the established binaries. The nature and nurture debate which was
quite quintennial while formulation identity of the transgender individual was also
demolished by the feminist thinkers like Simone de Beauvoir was destroyed which
further paved a way to Gender fluidity. With gender becoming fluid all stereotypes and
gender roles are no more attached to one gender, one has freedom to choose. Gender
fluidity resolves the issue of seeing transgender as someone between the male and female
and shows transgender individual as beyond gender.

SPEAKER 3
“Unchaining the locks of captivity amidst Gendered Epistemic
practices"
Dr Ayesha Gautam

Traditional or analytic epistemology has always claimed that via its’ norms, traditions
and criterion it has secured value neutrality and objectivity in the domain of
epistemology. In the garb of value neutrality and objectivity however traditional
epistemology has advocated such practices which are gendered. The norms, traditions
and interests that can be seen to have validation in the domain of epistemology mostly
constitutes male perspective and very often excludes experiences and interests of the
gender which has been hermeneutically marginalised since eternity. The aim of the
traditional method was to aid the human subject in distinguishing true beliefs from false
beliefs and in the endeavour to do that traditional epistemic enquiry focuses on the
concept of transcendence and objectivity.

The focus of gender-neutral epistemology however should have been the situated
knower. In tradition epistemology, it was atomistic individual which was considered as
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the situated knower. And it was believed that through solipsistic reflection, the agent can
construct self-evident propositions and can acquire indubitable, justified true beliefs of
the objective world. It can however be argued that knowledge acquisition is a result of
the social situatedness of the subject. Very often oppressed subject or the oppressed
gender not only gets left out of the discourse of epistemology as a subject of enquiry but
also as an object of enquiry. This marginalisation in the form of epistemic injustice is the
worst form of oppression one can think of. Knowledge discourses have always been
considered to empower and liberate the individuals by imparting them agency.
Considering the gendered epistemic practices however it can be said that the discourse
which was supposed to liberate its agents ended up captivating certain agents by taking
away their agency. This paper would be an attempt to give an insight into some of the
gendered epistemic practices and how it has led to systematic oppression of certain
genders. The endeavour would also be to see whether the invisible chains of captivity in
the domain of epistemology can be unchained.
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DAY 2
SESSION III

SPEAKER 1
Freedom from Overwork: A Historical Perspective on Gender
and Protective Legislation
Dr Hatice Yıldız
In the last quarter of the nineteenth century, colonial rulers in India introduced an
impressive volume of legislation on women, seeking to regulate their role and status in
society, while delineating their access to and mobility within the public sphere. The 1891
Factory Act, largely overlooked in the current historical scholarship, was among the laws
that had a considerable impact on women’s access to formal employment in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Intended primarily for the cotton mill industry
of Bombay, a rare example of Indian economic achievement during British high
imperialism, the 1891 Act restricted the hours of work for adult women and children. At
the same time, it left the circumstances of adult male labour mostly intact. In a sector
dominated by men, and one which confined women to manual, low-status, and lowincome tasks, the regulation of women’s hours of work formalised status hierarchies
between female and male labourers. Despite protests and petitions by skilled female
operators, British female missionaries, male social reformists, and Indian trade unionists
celebrated the 1891 Act as a step forward in the project of securing Indian woman’s
welfare, and her emancipation from exploitation and oppression.

Based on a critical reading of factory inspection reports, newspaper articles, petitions,
and official correspondence, this paper investigates the borders between work spaces
and skill categories that divided women and men as industrial workers. It shows how
legislation specific to women and children fortified these borders by providing new
definitions to women’s work and men’s work. It reveals that gender segregation on the
shop floor, while degrading female labour and providing grounds for exploitation, also
enabled married women to secure a regular income in a relatively protected atmosphere.
It brings into light petitions written by skilled frame operators to the state authorities in
Bombay and Ahmedabad requesting an exemption from the 1891 Act. These petitions in
particular cast a new light on the concept of ‘emancipation’ from indigenous women’s
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perspective. The paper furthermore posits that Indian factory legislation can be viewed
as a forerunner of welfare legislation built on unquestioned assumptions about the
personal desires and familial roles of women.

SPEAKER 2
Moral Panic and Gendered Unfreedoms: Reading Tarabai
Shinde's Stri-Purusha Tulana
Dr. Shailaja Menon

The idea of freedom in the Indian context has been contoured by the male gaze. For the
ancient law givers, women were not eligible for salvation and the only possibility of
liberation was if they renounced the material world. It was only in the colonial period
that the 'women's question' gained centre-stage and attempts were made to reconfigure
them as 'good wives' and 'daughters' to serve the cause of the emerging nationalist
sentiments. As argued by Partha Chatterjee, the nationalist resolution derived strength
from rhetoric of motherhood and conferred on women the honour of a new social
responsibility, expecting them to live up to a glorified image for the cause of sovereign
nationhood, thus trapping them in a new, and yet entirely legitimate subordination.
However, this valorization of the Indian tradition was critiqued by radical reformers like
Jyotiba Phule who, through his writings and political organizations ignited the spirit of
feminist enquiry amongst Savitribai Phule, Tarabai Shinde and PanditaRamabaiarguably the first generation of feminist thinkers in India. The present paper reflects on
Stri Purusha Tulana-a seminal text penned by Tarabai Shinde who foregrounds the idea
of freedom as gender neutral, women as agents of their own destiny while questioning
the sacrality which kept women chained to obscurantist traditions. Unlike the
nationalists who wished to maintain the purity of the private domain, Tarabai considered
it as a political space whose power dynamics also need to be addressed.
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SPEAKER 3
Freedom of/from work: Young women in the new economy of
Delhi
Dr Asiya Islam

Drawing upon fieldwork in Delhi, this paper explores emerging mobilities and constraints
among young women workers in low-level service work across shopping malls, cafes, call
centres, and offices. On the one hand, employment offers young women access to
mobility, consumption, and leisure. On the other hand, they are exhausted by long
working hours and commute, low pay, and high pressure. This manifests in their
simultaneous desire for and repudiation of employment. Although they express desire for
employment, and for being ‘working women’, they quit work impulsively, and often
without having secured another job. Besides jeopardising their families’ finances,
unemployment has implications for their everyday lives too. And yet, they view
unemployment as their (and perhaps the only) way to articulate discontent with the
conditions of work. In this context, I understand their will to enter work and wilfulness
in leaving work as a dichotomy of freedom of and freedom from work. Drawing upon
feminist scholarship that troubles conventional understandings of ‘agency’, I
demonstrate the inextricability of precariousness and freedom in these young women’s
working lives.
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DAY 2
SESSION IV

SPEAKER 1
Physical and Symbolic Veiling of Hindu Women: Analyzing the
Concept of Silencing Women
Dr.Reetu Jaiswal
Purdah (Ghoonghat) is one of the sources of seclusion of women from and/or within a
society. In a patriarchal setup, it symbolizes respect and dignity; and simultaneously
glorifying suppression of women. Purdah (Ghoonghat) or veiling is primarily associated
with covering one’s face from the male gaze. It could be understood from two
perspectives: positive and negative. On the one hand, the positive understanding of
veiling could connote a source of refuge to women from the gaze of others which
sometimes gives them a place of their own, without any interference from others; it also
maintains their respectability and honour, becoming a sign of their modesty in society.
On the other hand, from a negative point of view, it becomes the source of concealment
of one’s identity, suppression of one’s sexuality and a life without any agency.
This article will primarily deal with Hindu women and to find out whether their agency
and freedom are restricted or supported by the tradition of veiling. Hindu women are
supposed to cover their faces once they get married. However, a newlywed bride largely
uses ghoonghat in front of her in-laws and other people when she lives at her husband’s
house. This is usually considered to be a sign of respect to elders and also a way of
declaring that she has been possessed by someone and should not be gazed upon by
others. This practice varies in accordance with one’s affiliation with a caste or class or
region. Although the practice started and continues to exist for different reasons in
various communities, their implications could be more or less same for the gender which
carries the physical burden of the veil.
A veil is not only a physical separation of women from the world but it involves so many
other forms of separations as well. The symbolic separation works almost at every level
and stage of a woman’s life, like in the notions of nazar ka purdah and awaz ka purdah.
Although the physical wearing of veil starts at a specific stage of women’s lives in Hindu
community, their symbolic covering starts from the very first day of their existence. The
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symbolic veiling is associated with ‘the wearing of a specific gender’. This paper will be
looking into two aspects of symbolic veiling of women: one aspect will be primarily
concerned with how the physically ‘veiled’ women are not suppressed only because of
the cloth, but this covering works even when they are not covered. Their identity as the
objects which needs to be covered and must be covered at some point, segregates them
from every part of their existence which has the existence of the ‘uncoverable other’.
The second aspect deals with covering of all women
because of their gender and sexual identity. The existence of women is always covered
from their gender or sex specific roles and responsibilities. The concept of epistemic
injustice further explores how even the agency of women is veiled when it comes to their
participation in the creation and understanding of knowledge. Miranda Fricker’s concept
of epistemic injustice and Mary Kate McGowan’s notion of “Sincerity Silencing” deal with
challenges women face in presenting their point of views or understanding their worth
as individuals due to the symbolic and physical veiling they are caged in. In this paper, I
will make an attempt to raise such issues which affect the social reality and
epistemological agency of women due their physical and symbolic veiling.

SPEAKER 2
Understanding Transgender Identity through Gender Fluidity
Ms. Jayshree Jha
Human Rights are held to be undeniable, absolute and universal as preamble of
Universal Declaration of Human Rights document mentions-… recognition of the inherent
dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. The ‘Universalization’ claim of Human
rights seemed to be shallow and was contested by various deprived categories such as Women,
Dalits, Blacks and Minorities in order to show how limited and biased its scope has been. These
groups fought to make the notion of Human Rights inclusive. But when we look at these groups
and their struggles carefully, we find a problem which seems to be very disturbing. Transgender
struggle was totally neglected by all sections. Therefore, Transgender was doubly negated from
the Human Rights discourse. Gender studies in general and women studies in specific must
become more responsive to emerging genders. Recent contestations around the term
transgender echo some of the same concerns about referentiality and identity that have surfaced
in the past through the circulation of the term woman within the feminist discourse. One must
understand that gender beyond binaries of male and female are neither fictive nor futural, but
are presently embodied and lived and gender studies needs to take account of this.
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The present paper attempts discuss freedom of gender beyond the binaries by taking
cue from the works of Judith Butler. In recent past the category of ‘gender’ has been
destabilised by various feminist scholars, claiming not only that gender is social but that it is
also performative. Judith Butler’s work states – Gender is free floating artifice which
dismantled the established binaries. The nature and nurture debate which was quite quintennial
while formulation identity of the transgender individual was also demolished by the feminist
thinkers like Simone de Beauvoir was destroyed which further paved a way to Gender fluidity.
With gender becoming fluid all stereotypes and gender roles are no more attached to one
gender, one has freedom to choose. Gender fluidity resolves the issue of seeing transgender as
someone between the male and female and shows transgender individual as beyond gender.
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Department of Philosophy, University of Delhi is located in the heart of the main
Humanities Block of the Arts Faculty, North Campus, facing an inner quadrangle garden.
It is one of the oldest departments in the University of Delhi. This building constructed
in the early part of the twentieth century is well known for its red brick colonial
structure. This Department began as a combined Department of Philosophy and
Psychology in the year 1953.

University of Delhi

The Department of Psychology became independent in 1962. Since then the Department
of Philosophy is an Autonomous Department. Various distinguished scholars who have
either taught or been associated with the Department of Philosophy, Delhi University
include N.V. Banerjee, S.S. Barlingay, R. C. Pandeya, Margaret Chatterjee, S.K. Saxena, Ram
Chandra Gandhi and Mrinal Miri. A large number of eminent philosophers from India and
abroad have lectured in the Department. Philosophers from abroad include Donald
Davidson, Willard Quine, Peter Strawson, Akeel Bilgrami, George Henrik von Wright, Karl
Potter, Anil Gupta, Martha Nussbaum, Richard Sorabjee, Elliot Sober, Hajime Nakamura,
Arvind Sharma and Anthony Parel, among many others.

The Department regularly holds its
special lectures, seminars and discussion groups in the Library cum Seminar room. It
offers undergraduate courses, post graduate courses, M.Phil. and Ph.D.

34

Miranda House has a rich legacy. Established at dawn of independence it provided a
unique opportunity to young women for quality higher education. The college has
established a niche for itself amongst the globally recognized premiere institutions of
higher learning. Being a college established and maintained by the University, Miranda
House has a special place among the women's colleges of the University of Delhi. Its
location in the heart of the University Campus, and its close interaction with the various
Departments of the University and other campus colleges gives it a unique advantage.
Although a women's college, it is not a cloister.

Vision of MH is Swadhyayann pramaditavyam steer students towards introspection and
self-learning the Upanishadic maxim in the college logo enshrines its understanding of
what education must accomplish. It welcomes interaction with other colleges and
educational organizations across the country, actively engaging both men and women in
all its extramural activities, competing with the best on equal terms. The extremely
distinguished list of alumnae imparts a sense of confidence and immense pride in
students. They view themselves as torchbearers of great traditions. College offers
Undergraduate courses, Post graduate courses in various disciplines. Miranda House
secured NIRF Ranking # 1 and NAAC Grade A+.
All this propels them to often explore uncharted territory, think unfettered, and bend
traditions in a bid to create a better world, especially for women.

For further information, please contact us at:
Department of Philosophy
University of Delhi
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