BUPS NEWSLETTER

.

“Respect
Plan 2006-2009
“Respect, Persistence,
, Persistence,Confidence,
Confidence,Organisation,
Organisation,Excellence
Excellence&&Team
TeamWork”
Work”Strategic
BUPS Strategic
Plan
Tuesday 17th March, 2020

No 7

Important Dates
Thursday

19th March

Bridges Community Training

Stoney Creek Road,
Upper Beaconsfield 3808

Monday

23rd March

PFA meeting 9am in the staffroom
School Council meeting 7pm in the staffroom

Tel: 5944 3591
Fax: 5944 3506

Friday

27th March

Last day of Term 1 - school finishes 2:30pm

Tuesday

14th April

Term 2 commences - 9am

Friday

17th April

House Cross Country

Email:
beaconsfield.upper.ps@edumail.
vic.gov.au

Friday

1st May

PFA meeting 9am in the staffroom

Thursday

7th May

Bookfair opens 3:30pm-4pm

Principal:
Vicki Miles

Fri - Wed

8th - 13th May

Bookfair open 8:30am-9am
Bookfair open 3:30pm-4pm

Assistant Principal:
Kellie Backman

Thursday

14th May

Bookfair open 8:30am-9am

Saturday

16th May

Open Day 10am - 12pm

After School Care
OSHClub
Hours 6:45am - 6:30pm
Tel: 0428 273 547

Tue - Fri

12th-22nd May

Grade 3 and 5 Naplan

Wednesday

20th May

2021 Prep Information night

Monday

25th May

Curriculum day - no students at school

Newsletter Advertising:
Kathryn Smith
Tel: 5944 3591

Wednesday

27th May

Open morning 9:30am - 10:30am

Monday

1st June

PFA meeting 9am in the staffroom

Friday

5th June

World Enviro Day

Website:
www.bups.vic.edu.au

As we are all aware, the Covid-19 virus is affecting us all on different levels. If you have been to the
supermarket lately the evidence is visible with empty shelves, the result of panic buying.
Just last week we were hearing from the TV broadcasters that schools would be closed, over the
weekend we are told there will be no imminent closures……it really is a day by day proposition at
the moment.
So that you are all aware I get daily updates from the Education Department. I will ensure that I
pass on all relevant information to you and the wider school community. I do ask that, if you haven’t
already, please download the Flexibuzz App as it is the quickest way for us to deliver this news to
you should need be.
At present we are running as normal, but we do ask parents to keep any sick children at home. I
have also instructed the staff to stay home if they too, are not well. We are working on developing
learning tasks for children choosing to self-isolate, but this may take a couple of days. Once again,
we will let parents know how to access these once we have them ready.
BUPS is an amazing community and we are resilient. We will get through these uncertain times,
and when we do we will come together once again as a community to enjoy each other’s company
and to share our learning.
For now, let’s stay calm, let’s remain considerate, especially of our elderly residents and let’s do the
best we can until the worst is over.
Take care,
Vicki Miles

What a whirl wind this term has been,
the Prep team is very proud of our kids and are continually
astounded with the progression that
they have already made. We wish you and your family a
very relaxing and enjoyable school holiday with your little ones.
We have almost covered the 26 letters of the alphabet, learning the names and the sounds of each letter, and as a result the preps
have been working particularly hard on hearing sounds in words as they write. Clapping, stomping or crocodile snapping syllables
in words has been a great help in breaking words down, and making it easier to have a go at writing down the sounds they hear. We
continue to be very proud of the results we are seeing.
We are also encouraging the kids to use spaces between our words, use full stops, capital letters at the beginning of our sentences
and write in lower case.
Maths has seen us continuing to become familiar with numbers including counting, reading and writing numerals correctly. We
have been getting creative, constructing creations and having a partner copy them, reinforcing counting, instruction and focus.
Additionally, we have been exploring positional language including between, beside and behind etc.
Thanks again to those who have brought their fire clothes in, if you have not yet done so, please bring them in this week.

Prep Power

Carla, Rachel and Alex.
Wow the first term has gone by so fast already, only a couple of weeks left until the end of the term.
It has been a great start to the year with students reading, it has been very pleasing to see students borrowing readers every day. A
reminder for students to bring back books they have finished from the library so they can borrow new ones.
In maths, students have been learning about place value including numbers up to one hundred. Students have been making these
numbers using ten frames and unifix as well exploring numbers on the one hundred charts.
In literacy, students have been doing a fantastic job creating their own seeds to help assist them with their own writing. Students
have been working on using the five senses to help give their writing greater detail as well as learning to edit their work.
In the last week of school, classes will be making Easter bonnets. If students could bring decorations to add to their hats it would
be fantastic.
From the grade 1 team,
Tim, Bianca, Paige and Mel.

Year Two Tall Tales
Students have been having a great deal of fun looking at how we express ourselves. We have been exploring the right and left side
of the brain and how they help us to express our feelings as well as coordinate many different activities. We had a wonderful visit
from Lakeside Psychology where Leah showed us how all of our senses are involved in helping our brain. Students tried to eat
whilst opening their senses and enjoyed the results.
The Year Two Team,
Matthew, Clare, Jane and Donna

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
We can’t believe how quickly Term 1 has flown by. Our Grade 3/4 teachers have commented on how well the students have settled in to the
routines in our literacy sessions, taking responsibility for what stage of the writing process they are working at, as well as recording their thinking
using sticky notes during reading sessions, then using these notes to write more detailed reflections in their reading journals. In maths we have
been looking at rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000, also data and graphing. We also have been tackling more in-depth problem
solving tasks each week, that require students to persist and use different strategies in order to find a solution. It has been wonderful to see all of
our students engaged in these tasks and the determination to find solutions.
It has been great to see this week, how the 3/4 students are really taking responsibility for their personal hygiene also, with many students
bringing their own hand sanitiser to school with them, and all students taking time to properly wash hands. We have noticed more absences than
usual this week. If you are keeping your child home but they feel well, they can be reading and keeping a reading journal of their thinking about
what they have read. Students can be creating seeds for their writer’s notebooks and writing in different text types. They also can be playing some
maths games or using dice and playing cards, and measuring objects, to practise what we have been learning this term. You are welcome to
contact your child’s teacher for ideas or even to come in and borrow some books to take home.
Take care!
Lauren, Karine, Bree, Georgi and Lorraine

In the 5/6’s this fortnight we attended the Officer District Lightning Premiership at various locations in Pakenham. Of the five sports
we competed in, we were fortunate enough to come away as Division Champions in both Volleyball and Mixed/Boys Basketball. As
expected our students displayed their usual expert level of sportsmanship and supported each other through the suspenseful
moments of the day. A Special Thanks to Holly, Katie, Trudie, Annabel and Tracey for their assistance on the day, days like this
aren’t possible without our amazing parents.
Within the classroom we are focusing on the four operations and are encouraging all students to practice their multiplication facts at
home. Students have been enjoying solving some mathematical riddles this week during tuning in which is adding a little friendly
competition to our sessions.
In Literacy sessions we have been focusing on identifying the Authors Purpose and ensuring there is a message in our written
pieces. We are continuing to develop our Respectful Relationships understanding by developing our emotional vocabulary and
looking at situations from the perspective of others. We encourage you to discuss the use of positive self-talk with your child as this
is a mindset we are currently developing.
As next weeks newsletter is a bulletin, we wish you all a safe and healthy holiday and will see you back next term.
Beth and Bec

Week ending 13th March, 2020

GRADE

0B

STUDENT/S
Lincoln M
Lincoln, I am so proud of you and the
effort to put into sounding out the word
'dinosaur'! What a fabulous writer you
are becoming!!

1A

Ella W
It has been fantastic to see your
confidence grow writing down all your
amazing ideas without doubting
yourself. Keep it up Ella you
SUPERSTAR.

1L

Joel W
Joel, it is great to see you working
hard to finish all learning tasks. You
have been listening well during
reading sessions this week and
completed a fantastic story map of
‘Silverlicious’. Keep up the great
work!

3/4K

3/4M

5/6L

Danidu S
Danidu you did a fantastic job creating
your Murder Mystery game. The
details were well planned, we enjoyed
playing it and your enthusiasm and
animation during your presentation
really captivated your audience. Thank
you for being such a valuable member
of 3/4K Danidu.
Brianna W
For showing great determination to
improve her graphing skills. Brianna, I
love the way you push yourself to
always produce the highest possible
standard with all your work.

GRADE

0Z

1B

2J

3/4L

3/4W

Finley B
For working so hard in writing this
week. It was great to see you
applying your knowledge of letter
sounds to write kind things about
your friend. Way to go, Finley!
Essy M
I love how hard you work during
our Reading sessions, Essy. You
really think about what the
character is thinking and feeling.
Well done, sweetheart.
Noah C
For an amazing effort on writing
his draft about ‘Making a Healthy
Sandwich’. You included lots of
features of a procedural text. Well
done, Noah.

Ava F
For confidently participating in our
think aloud reading sessions. We
loved how you were able to make
inferences using the clues in the
pictures and your schema. Keep it
up, Ava!
Charlie M
Charlie you have committed
yourself to completing all writing
tasks to the best of your ability.
Your hadwriting is neat and
beautifully presented. What a
great role model you are.

Ollie M
For working hard in our
Independent Reading sessions. You
have recorded your thinking while
reading, showing your comprehension
of the text. You did a great job at
sharing your ideas during our conference group. Keep up the great work
Ollie!

Calling all community members.

Do you love to read? Are you looking for a way to help young readers? Do you have a little time each week to spend at BUPS?
We are looking for a new team to be part of our community BRIDGES program. No experience needed, age does not matter, just a
little of your time and some enthusiasm.
The BRIDGES program gives young readers the chance to work one on one with an adult on a sequential reading program, up to 3
times a week. This program has had much success in building skills and confidence in young readers. It is a wonderful opportunity
for community members of all ages to make a difference in a child’s learning journey and is very rewarding for both adult and
student. We will provide basic training and afternoon tea on Thursday 19 th March, at 2.30pm-3.30pm. Please consider this and come
along to see if it could be for you. All resources needed, will be provided.
Hope to see you there, should you require further details, please contact Kelly Baltissen at school.

Volunteers

If you are volunteering to help at school or on excursions there are three
things you need to complete.
1.
2.
3.

Drop off a copy of your Working With Children’s Check at the
office.
Complete a yearly volunteer induction at the office.
Sign in on the Visitors Register upon arrival.

Mobile phones and watches

If students are bringing mobile phones to school they
must be left at the office before class starts and
picked up after the home time bell.
Mobile phones are not allowed in the classrooms or
out at recess or lunchtime.

In addition to this, if you volunteer to drive students offsite we
require a copy of your driver’s licence, fully comprehensive car
Insurance and car registration details. Please come and see either Sarah or
Kathryn in the office if you have any questions.

If your child has a watch that can receive messages
please ensure this function is disabled during school
hours or it will be confiscated for the day and kept at
the office for pickup after school finishes.

Student Absences from School
It is a requirement for schools under the Attendance Guidelines to contact parents/guardians as soon as
practicable on the day of a student’s absence.
With this in mind, we request that you either call the school or continue to send a Flexibuzz notification if your child will
be not be at school. If you are aware of an upcoming absence, this can be entered in advance.
We strongly urge families to use Flexibuzz rather than telephoning the school to avoid congesting the phone lines. If
you haven’t already downloaded the App, we suggest that you do so as soon as possible.
You are able to find Flexibuzz in the App store (iTunes or Play Store) or at flexibuzz.com.au. It is an easy process to
download the app onto your phone or any other internet device. This will be our way to communicate with families and
keep you informed of any changes or updates that you will need to be notified about.eg: camp arrivals, cancellation of
interschool sport, school closures, just to name a few.
If you need assistance please come and see either Sarah or Kathryn in the office.

NOTICES SENT HOME
RECENTLY:
PFA Easter colouring competition - due Wednesday 25th
March
PFA Easter raffle tickets - due Wednesday 25th March
(cost $1 per ticket)

Hello everyone!
I’d like to start this week with a very big thankyou to the following people for your efforts with the
Bunnings BBQ: Kristy W, Ruben T, Julie C, Cheree C, Fiona K, Dizz T, Beau E, Julie B, Kate C, Emily T, Carly P,
Paul G, Natasha P, Trudie S and Kate H. This event was run by superstar Karen C and a huge success for
our school, raising around $1,500 for the day.
As at the time of preparing this, there is no word on school closures in Victoria, however, as this is being discussed as a
possibility, we encourage you to get your Easter raffle tickets in ASAP as well as your entry for the Term 2 Carpark Raffle. If
schools are required to close early we will let you know the plan moving forward with all these exciting PFA activities! Thanks to
an organised Easter Bunny, we are fully stocked up on chocolate and will make sure it gets to all the deserving recipients as
intended!
With regards to other upcoming PFA activities, we will take direction from the school and keep everyone as informed and up to
date as possible!
Emma Tiberi
PFA President

Flexibuzz App

If you haven’t already installed it please install the Flexibuzz app onto your mobile device. The school uses
this app to alert you to any school closures, excursion cancellations, sports cancellations, return time for
camps etc.
In light of world events this App is something you must have installed on your mobile device. If you have any
questions or problems installing it please ask, call or email Sarah or Kathryn in the office.

SICK BAY ROSTER

Thank you to the Beasley family who will be
washing the sheets in sick bay this week.

School Community Picnic

Unfortunately we need to postpone our community picnic
event, which was to be held this Friday 20th March, in line
with new health regulations. Obviously we are really disappointed in this, but we aim to re-launch the event when
our current health situation is resolved. We will have even
more to celebrate as a community then. Thanks for your
interest and support with this event. We look
forward to you and your family joining us in the future,
Kind regards,
Kelly Baltissen.

